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ROSABELLA 


OH AFTER I. 

BüT atthough the innate piety of Rosabeili 
inspired her with resignation, and gave her 
lortitude to sustäin the severe äfflictioti, 
l^iat had so uce^spectedly assailed her, it häd 
not stibdüed her duscepitibilities ; for tncfst 
acüteiy she feit the misery she endured ; 
and therefore it was well, perhaps, for the 
preservation of her firmness, that a recöl- 
lection of the claims Captain and Mrs.Oore 
had upon her could force its way intdher 
angiiished thöughts, to leäd her,as the day 
advftneed tewards their dinner-hour, lo re- 
Bdlüte exertions for obtaining a süffifcient 
degree of superficial composure, to eriäble 
feer tö resume her place at their ^ ikble, 
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2 ROBABELLA, 

without distressing their sympathetic feel- 
ings; which to Mrs. Gore, she believed, 
ivould prove annoying ; and Captain Gore, 
she doubted not, was füll of that sincere 
commiseration for his friend, which it would 
be unkind in her to add to, by awakening 
pity for herseif. 

Rosabella was correctin herbelief ofthe 
sympathy of Captain Gore being powerfuUy 
awakened for his friend ; but it was by no 
meatis inconsiderable for her, and it was 
not his fault, that she had been left so long 
to the uninterrupted indulgence of her sor- 
Tovf,SB Mrs. Gore, in defiance of all the 
persuasive eloquence of his pitying kind- 
ness, would linger on with him, in the for- 
lom hope of luring from him the qriyste* 
lious secret, which had led Egremont to fly 
from Rosabella ^ and when at length she 
ß>und no gratification for her painful curi- 
osity could be. thus obtained, she said to 
Gore, *' she should go seek consolation in 
her painting.room for the disappointment 
he so ill-naturedly inflieted, by giving some 
essential touches to the resemblance of his 
fiiend» ere she should forget that such a 
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BOSABELLA. 3 

mysterious man as Egremont existed:" 
tbus betraying a disposition so unfeeiing^ 
or feeling qnly für herself» as cooveyed 
an icy chill to the ardent affection of her 
husband } and taught bim to deplore bis 
own iniatuation, in having selected a wife 
so ungenial to bimself^-^sp unsuit^d for 
domestic bappiness. 

At lengtb, the dinner-bell summoned 
poor Rosabella to join the now sadly di* 
minished party; wben the affecting tone 
of resignation, which diffused its touching 
influence over her aspect, and to her duU 
cet voice and gentle manners, so nearly 
subdued her pitying host, that only through 
an efibrt could he restrain the impulse of 
expressing the admiration and sympathy 
she excited; but as he clearly saw her 
firmness only rested on the surface, he for. 
bore, through apprehension of oversetting 
all that her submissive duty had led her to 
achieve. 

The considerate Gore, justly conceiving 
that to bis sorrowing guest the observations 
of the domestics this day at dinner would 
prove peculiarly unpleasant, therefore sul>- 
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stituted diimb waiters in their stead. But 
vei^ soon he had the mortification of find- 
ing his kind comideration and eflfbrts for 
Kosabellä'^s cotnfbrt of little avail, as his 
thöughtless wife, unmindful of thfe ffeelings 
of our poor Fieroine, talked incessantly of 
the mystery attending the unexpected* dc- 
parture of their friends ; and so frequently, 
at length, did she revert to the distressing 
theme, that her painfully-annoyed husband 
proposed their rising early from table, to 
take an airing upon the sands, as the even- 
ing was particularly fine. 

" I hate airings," Mrs. Gore exclaimed ; 
** it is such a waste of time." 

** Waste of time to benefit one's health !*' 
cried Gore, amazed. 

•* I never want to benefit my health j 
since I never ^had a day 's illness in my life, 
but such as were inddent to my infancy ;** 
Said Mrs. Gore. 

" It would have been better for you, if 
you had,** replied her husband, gravely: 
**you might then have learned to pity 
others ; have learned, peiiiaps, to sympa- 
thize with your own, your only childJ 
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*^ BlesB me, wbat a grum animal you 
grow!*' cried Mrs. Gore, gaüy. ** Why, 
Bext, I suppose, if I say * I never experi- 
enced sorrow in my life,'— which, indeed, 
except for your absence, I never didj-^you 
will say * it would have been better ftw me, 
if I had/ " 

*« Asaoredly/' said Captaio Gore } •* as 
it i$ possible fojr too mucb bedth to caiMf 
disease, so too bouc;!^ h^^iaeiis may ettr 
gender evüs too; aad tboae wbp never 
drooped in sickness, w mosavmd in sorrow^ 
ought to be particnlarly careful» l^st tb^ir 
hearts should lose tbeir syippatbetlc vir- 
tues, and become umfeelins^tothe afflictions 
and inflictiona <^ otbers/' 

"Why, wbat a fine^ s^vBm^ yo« have 
gtven ip, witb.out thß/acocHWWHJution of a 
pulpit !'* exdaioied Mrs.. Gore, Uuigbiipg. 
*^ Butyou dbiaU not pre^icb me into wastii^ 
my precious ttme in airings, upless, iod/ee4 
it was upon classic ground ; howeyi^ri.yov 
can take Miss Frederick and Nelsop out qn 
a Good Samaritan project» sinoe one is 19 
affliction, the other sick/* 

At length the carriage was aianounced;» 
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and Captain Gore proceeded to band the 
sorrowing Rosabella to it; and witb her 
and bis child set out upon tbeir expedition, 
bis beart writbing in tortures at tbat day's 
unfolding of dispositions in bis wife, so 
wholiy ungenial to bis own. 

Tbe innocent prattle of tbe engaging 
Nelson not only interested bis adoring fa- 
ther during tbeir excursion, but frequently 
beguiled tbe sorrows of Rosabella from 
tbe afflicting subject, tbat occupied ber 
tbougbts. But altbougb tbis tender plant» 
nipped by matemal neglect, now the terror 
and anxiety of his father's beart, lured to 
faimself much of bis attention, he did not 
prevent Captain Gore's reverting to bis 
wretched friend, wbose last supplication 
was, he informed ber, << to implore bis pa- 
temal care of ber, and to try his eloquence 
in persuading ber not to accept the invita- 
tion of Mrs. Sterabam ; nor by any Com- 
munications to tbe Derville family, rela- 
tive to tbeir at present inauspicious attach- 
ment, yield power to Mn Sterabam's ma- 
chinations for dividing them, sbould tbat 
menace to tbeir happiness, wbich now 
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caused their Separation, turn out a pban* 
tom/' 

*' I have never yet had any concealments 
from Lady Derville^ or my beloved Meli- 
ora,'' the blushing, heart^wrung Rosa low* 
ly and tremulously replied ; ^^ and it would 
prove a very painful task» to commenoe a 
hateful System of reserve vfith them now^ 
was it upon any subject tbat coüld yield 
them pleasure ; but to hear of my sorrow 
would he aflUcting to them, and that con« 
yiction reconciles me to the wished-for si-* 
JLence relative to your friend/' 

As Captain Gore was anxious for bis 
child's retum home ere the sun went down, 
their excursion was not a very extended 
one ; yet poor Rosa believed herseif bene« 
fited by it : but all her exertions for suffi- 
cient composure, to sustain her throutgh her 
part in conversation during the evening, 
were nearly overthrown at times by the 
inconsiderate anxiety of the unfeeling Mrs. 
Gore to proceed with her picture; an 
anxiety, which led her repeatedly to S4pply 
to Rosa upon the itnportant matter of 
Egremont's resemblance ^ nor could all 
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the'l ^icertkffis of the sytopathiziiig Gern 
avail, to prevent the renewal of her 
tboiigfatless» torturing iniUctions. . - 

And mdiieü at length poor RosabeUa 
retitod to her Chamber £h* the night, she. 
was not doomed tbere eithec to find a 
respite from the theme that wrung her 
heart ; £6r Betty Roach was overwbelmed 
with grief at the departure o£ Mr.Egre* 
montf and teeming with eager cariosity t0 
leam if. possible the cause*^ Rostaübelia 
took t^ of^ortanity^ after simply stating, 
that family disapprobation to iheir aniiuk 
had cäused the departure of Mr. I^r^aont 
r^to use all. the magic mfluencs ^sbe^-pos- 
sessed overtke a£fecrti(»isr/o£ Betty^ to win 
from her a solemn promiie cf silence to 
the family at Bisvenswood, relative to her 
faaving even: met Mr» Egremont at Myr^ 
^ tle's Town» lest -it might empower Mr. 
Sternham to break off every future pros^ 
pect of ao fortunate a union for her, 
should &te at some distant period feel 
diqxised to smile propitioudy. 

Tbe pillow of Rosabella proved not tbe 
downy one of sweet repose ; she had too 


many causes of gri^f and regr^t, too numli 
of the subduing tortur^s of suap^entte to 
wottod her susc^pjtitjilities, to find- ev^ri 
one Short oblivious slumber ; bat yet her 
bours of meditation were not all devoted 
to mourning over her distress :--no«^ thcf 
greater nümber of them were sipetxt ivk 
pious commune with. Hirn, who cmly» she 
believed, could inspire her with firmnesa to 
sustain all His wisdom allott^d for b^ 
endurance ; and in the morning s^ arosei 
although not more happy, yet \yith the 
barbed arrows of her griefs blunted by the 
power of pious resignation. . 

Captain Gore, by bis wife's total neglec^ 
of every thing appertaining to her depart* 
ment, had a new feminine ps^rt aUotted tq 
him, or eise to see consolatory attentions 
to an afflieted inmate disregarded« Mrs. 
Gore Said, " she was exceedingly con- 
cerned for the mysterious cause and dis*^ 
tressing effect of Miss Frederiok's disap- 
pointment;'' but she sacrifieed no one 
moment from her own pursuits, to aim at 
beguiling her thougbts from ber varied 
themes for sorrow : so that, if the amiable 

B 5 


10 nOSABELLA. 

Gore had not, through the Inspiration of 
his pitying humanity, drawn her out to 
walk with him and his child, she might 
have brooded all the morning over her sor- 
rows without any sort of interiniption, until 
the ar'rival of Mr. Sternham, which was an- 
nounced to her about two o'clock. 

Through respect to Lady Derville, Rosa 
was visible to him whom she believed her 
malignant foe ; but under this conviction^ 
her manner in her reception could not 
speak much cordiality; whilst his to her 
in the commencement of their interview 
was such, as exceedingly to astonish her, 
and to awaken gidmething approaching 
alarm, at ineonsistency that almost sanc- 
tioned the belief of malady ; for deeply en- 
amoured as this designing man was, he 
could not meet her, after so extended an 
absence, without a violence of joy which 
burst concealment ; while tiie striking al- 
teration in her aspect, through all she had 
sustained since last they had met, awaken- 
ed so much alarm, that he could not re- 
strain exclamations of such ardentinterest^ 
that Rosa's dismaying belief increased to 
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SO painful a degree, that had he not rallied 
his self-possessiQD to give him more com- 
mand over his feelings, she would have 
flown in terror from bim. 

At length when he suceeeded in com- 
posing his extremes of joy and apprehen- 
sion to conduct more suited to his wily 
projects, he inquired, '^ was she ready to 
accompany him that day to Pippin Grove : 
or must he wait until the morrow, to 
accommodate her more perfect conve- 
nience ?** 

'< Sir,'^ Rosabella unhesitatingly replied, 
** I should have prevented your unneces- 
sary trouble, in Coming so much out of 
your road to conduct me to Pippin Grove, 
by writing to Lady Derville my determin- 
ation of not accepting the invitation of 
Mrs. Sternham ; only her ladyship inform- 
ed me, ^ that ere my answer could arrive 
in Dublin, you would be at Myrtle*s 
Town.*" 

" Not accept my sister's invitation ! — 
Not accept it!— Why, how, what means 
this perversity ?** 

^ I could not think, Sir/' replied Rosa- 
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bella composedly, ^^ of intruding upon 
your worthy sister a guest» wliom you have 
formed so decidedly bad an ofnnion tsf ; 
nor could I, through gratitude for your 
kind attention to my Instruction, sufFer 
your fame to find tamish from the Stigma 
of having become a voluntary inmate in 
the ssane house, where a being so un* 
amiable, as I am discovered to be, dis- 
graced the society/* 

** Rosa! »Miss Frederick! what means 
this unbecoming irony ? I demand an ex- 
planation/' exclaimed Mr. Sternham, turn- 
ing pale in alarmed anticipation. 

^* An explanation must be wfaolly un* 
necessary to my accuser, Sir/' said Rosa- 
bella. " Even to myaelf, you hesitated 
not to affirm my culpability, in seeking 
clandestine meetings with unworthy ob- 
jects : — ^accused me of an interested, as 
artful display of attachment to Mn Mon- 
son/* 

** Pshaw, child ! that was the mere effer- 
vescence of friendly Indignation, awaken- 
ed by alarm and interest for your bappi- 
ness." 
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^^ Did intetest &r .1117 hap^iness^ Sk^ 
induce yonr awakening beliefs in tbe bo- 
8OD1 of my benefiictrMB of my unworüiu 
ness ? of my aimnig at the heart of ov^ 
of her grandsons, to tbe sabvei^sion of all 
her anxious plaoa ibr their wel&re ? and by 
cruel misrepresentations chill that beart to 
me, wfaich ever before warmed with bene^ 
volent affection, to tbe orpban she had 
long — ^Long kindly cherisbed?'' 

Mr. Stemham, not pre^ed for Rosa* 
bella's being'so well apprised of the part 
he had been acting, to^dialodge her from 
tbe protection of Lady Derväle, to ensnare 
her in bis own ; feit totally at a loss bow 
to defend bimself against chai^es so just $ 
and as a Substitute for a better auxiliary, 
anger came to bis aid, andfuriously he ex^ 
claimed: 

*^ Wfaat, ungrateful girl ! dare you ac* 
cuse your benefactress of unkindness? 
Dare you undutifuUy disobey her mandate 
for accomipanying me to that protection 
she thinks most fit for you?*' 

"No, Sir,*' retumed Rosa firmly, " it 
was not my benefactress I accased of un- 
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kindness ; but you I accused oi more than 
unkiodness : and as to my disobedience to 
the wishes of my benefactress for accom- 
panying you to Pippin Gröve, I certamly 
roust plead guilty ; for I will not volunta- 
rily dwell under the same roof ^with any 
individual-~however fair their pretensions 
to the world's esteem, who deviates from 
truth in defaming me/' 

" Then, Miss^ I presume your plan is to 
follow your benefactress to Dublin, and 
intrude upon her party to England?" 

" No, Sir, I remain here." 

" So, so, so!" vociferated Mr. Stern- 
ham, in a paroxysm of infuriated jealousy ; 
^^ so, MisSy the murder is revealed ; staying 
here, no doubt, to carry on clandestine 
assignations with some favoured lover." 

" Really, Sir," said Rosa, ** it becomes 
more difficult every moment to compre- 
hend you : but as you are not consistent in 
your accusations, I shall begin to consider 
them less mischievous. If I have a fa- 
voured lover here, my benefactress's ap- 
prehensions relative to Mr. Monson must 
soon terminate." 
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** Mighty fine ! vastly well, Miss Fre- 
derick ! All this irreverence towards me 
has been imbibed from your criterion pf 
sanctity, the Bishop of — - ; for you re- 
tumed from his palace, through bis pre- 
cepts, an altered being towards me." 

*^ Sir/' replied Rosabella» witb mild im- 
pressive dignity, '^ no precept was ever 
yet conveyed by the Bishop of ■ ■ ■ to any 
individual, but those that were the inspi- 
rations of a Christian pastor : and to prove 
Sir, that any I may have imbibed from him 
are truly orthodox, I hold out my hand in 
forgiveness of all your miscepresentations 
of me ; although I owe too much to the 
dignity of injured innocence, to make your 
sister's house my residence during the 
absence of Lady Derville from Ravens- 
wood. As this is not my house, Sir, I 
cannot offer you refreshments here; and 
having offended Captain Gore relative to 
— to his most valued friend, he commis- 
sioned me to inform you, he cannot bid 
you welcome ; and under these combined 
circumstances, you must allow the hand of 
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forgivraess and the hand of adiea to per- 
fonm their pari at the sanie momenf 

* Ro6a now presenting her hand, aad 
making her retreating courteay to the aa« 
tonished Mr. Sternham, without await« 
ing bis reij^y, rang the bell, and left the 
robm. The discomfited lover inatantly 
quitted the house; now convinced he 
had acted unwisely in darting his arrows 
at the integrity of her he wished to win» 
and that he must form new plots for the 
couDteraction of the mischiefs he had 
done to his own cause, and must therefore 
retrace his vtay to the metropolis, and 
wbilst journeying so many miles, call upon 
his inventive faculties for som^ machina- 
tion, to obliterate from the mind of his too 
lovely enslaver the causes she had for 
resentment agaiiist him ; and to clear the 
way for his future success. 

Immediately after the departure of Mr. 
Sternham from Myrtle Lodge, Rosabella 
commenced a letter to Lady Derville, ex- 
pressive of all she feit, at perceiving the 
misrepresentations of Mr. Sternham had 


tsken effect upoii the mind of bel^ Intherto 
kind and aflpctiotiftte benefaetres» ; assert* 
ing her oirä irnioeence ; annoüncing, aU 
thou^ iB tlie most becomiiig terms^ her 
r^ection o£ Mrs. Sternha»n^s invitation, 
and requestui^ hier lady«faip's advice upon 
tbe spcft d her resideisee, duriög tbe ab- 
seoce of her friend» from Raveuwood. 

Akhough it had b«en the eameM re^ 
qneat of Egremont, tfaat Rosabdla should ^ 
not letem to th^ {Nrotection of Lady Der- 
väle. wifehout everjr requiske expianation) 
arid apoilogy dEbr auoh unkinA change of 
condnct behig; give»; and the indig- 
nant. feelings of wouhded afifection and 
injored innocenoe rtneimoui% urged a 
compliance with this reqüest; yei her 
codier judgment )ed her, independently of 
tfae plea^hü^ cf her- grateful heart, to con«- 
mder a reatotration to *. her b^neiactr^ss's 
favofar and proteetkm .the oi^iy event, 
wfaicfo could > whollif )^xhify her conduct 
from the ai^riiorM Mt. iSternham had so 
nnjuafcifiably thrown upon- 'her gratitud^^ 
her/ingentiouqiii^iB^r a3id her ^prüden ce; 
which itxipeaehments sbe dou&tted not bad 
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met more ears than those of the Raveiis« 
wood inmates. Therefore» although her 
letter most forcibly betrayed the pangs of 
innocence aspersed, yet it was sach as not 
to increase the cbill her ladyship's heart 
had 80 evidently experienced towarda her; 
and in this deliberation of her prudence 
she feit conviction too» that Egremont 
would» on future reflection» think as ahe 
did»-— as it could not fail of affixing cen- 
8ure upon her fair fame that never night 
be removed» if she were suddenly dismissed 
from the protection of Lady DerviUe» 
after possessing it for so^many years. 

The dinner of this day passed like that 
of the preceding one» in distress to Ro» 
sabella and Captain Gore» from the un« 
feeling inadvertence of the beautiful Ho- 
nour. An airing again was proposed by 
Gore for the benefit of his sorrowing 
guest, and his adored and drooping child ; 
and again ridiculed and dedined by the 
votary of science : and whilst out on the 
excursion he informed Rosa, '' that on the 
subsequent morning he purposed going to 
St Leonard*» rectory, to bid adieu to the 
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travellers ere they set out upon their 
anxious tour ; and requested, had she any 
message to convej, to allow him to be its 
bearer." 

" My good wishes for their health and 
safety, assure them of/' she faitered out« . 

<< May I not teil them/' Gore replied^ 
*< that your fortitude is in reality what 
it seeois to be — the firm unfiEÜtering atruc* 
ture of Chiistiaii piety ?'' 

Roaabella bunt into teara in defiance 
of every effort to reitrain them ; and Gore, 
with eyes bathed in sympathy's distilla» 
tions» tomed the conversatton to passtng 
objects» aad renewed his agonizing allu* 
flions no more* 
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CHAPTER II. 

• - • - t » 

At early dawn the following dxy Captain 
Gore set off for the rectory of bis uncle ; 
and Rosabella, after a comfoctless break- 
fast' with the las&eling Mrs» Qoaat^ and 
spending an hour of writhiog misery witfa 
her in her pai&ting room.; thxough gra- 
titude to her absent kind and aaeiiable host, 
8aiÜ€fd forth with hia interesting child to 
s^iißtef Ott the sands, a» the day was mild* 

Alth^itgh Riosabella had never bee» an 
inmate with any child, since she ceaeed 
to be one herseif, yet from natural in- 
clination anij tenderness of heart, she 
knew almost ^^ntuitively how to become 
the endearing associate, that could devise 
amusement for the delicate plant she had 
voluntarily undertaken the care of, whilst 
his health was benefitting by their ramble; 
and m all the smiles of happy rapture 
at feminine attentive goodness so new to 
him, the little NeUon had passed about 
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a quarter of an hcnxr on the Strand, when 
a gentkman döwly descended from the 
viUage leaoing upoii the arm c^ a domeßtia 
and as slowly passed- Rosa and her äpottive 
companion. . ^ 

The Support of a aervant'B arm. being 
necessary, proclaimed to Rosabella that 
some bodily malady rendered this ap* 
proaching gentleman an object of com« 
miseration ; she therefcnre tarned a pttytQg 
glance upon him ; and although transient 
was that glanoe, she found lier intereat 
forcibly awakened for this invalide, vrho 
appeared to be not more than two or tfaree 
and twenty ; and yet too apparent ill 
health had given to his atrtkingly fine 
form the feebleness of age, and istamped 
an uncommonly handaome countenanoe 
with the attenuation and cadaverous aspect 
of serions disease. 

Faltersngly this invalide paced his way 
along the satids; and althougfa it was evi^ 
dently an exertion for him to walk, even 
supported as he was, he took several turna 
along the Strand, where Rosabella had cir- 
aimscribed the rambles of her little chai^. 
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from being the most sheltered spot; whü<s 
to observe them seemed bis only purpose 
for continuing an exercise, that was cer^ 
tainly beyond bis strength. 

Rosabella, who did not attend to bis 
Observation of them, conchided bis limit 
of promenade was caused by tbe same mo- 
tive as ber own ; and tberefore her timid 
basbfulness led her not to retreat, as it 
otberwise would bave done. At length 
sbe perceived, that after a few words 
earnestly addressed to bim by bis atten. 
dant, tbis invalide seated bimself on a 
rock, and immediately bis servant, with 
Hngering footfalls moved from bim towards 
the village ; and on bis way was Struck by 
a Shell, whicb Nelson had flung from- bim 
in sportive wildness, for the pleasure of 
seeking and finding. The man stooped to 
pick it up ; and as he did so and returned 
it to the cbild, he hastily, yet anxiously 
said to Rosa: 

" For tbe sake of pity, Miss, if you 
continue your walk here a little longer, 
bave an eye to my dear master for me, 
lest he should faint, (whicb bis honour is 
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subject to ever since he was shot through 
the body,) whilst I am gone to fetch the 
carriage for him : and as I owe my life 
to bis goodness, and it would be my 
death was I to lose him after all my nurs* 
ing of him, I am sure, Miss, you look as 
if you would forgive the liberty I have 
taken with you/' 

The compassionate Rosabella promised 
compliance with this attached and grateful 
domestic's request; and accordingly she 
concentrated her promenade to that part 
of the beach, which commanded «an un- 
impeded view of the rock, upon which 
the interesting invalide rested. In one 
of their now frequently recurring turns, 
their path lying near the stranger, the 
same shell, flung by the band of Nelson, 
hit the sick man on the arm ; who instant- 
ly beckoned the child's approach to restore 
bis testaceous ball, who smiling and 
blushing obeyed, as he half-bashfully ex«- 
claimed : 

*^ I did not hIt you on purpose, Sir. I 
hope I did not hurt you." 

** No, my lovely boy V^ retumed the 
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gentleman languidly, yet kindly : ** Your 
Shells are such as cause not ixnlcii mis*- 
cfalef ; but pray aiy fine little fellow, may 
I request the pleasure of knowing your 
name ?*' 

" Nelson/ Sir/' 

** A brave iiaine ! anjl one that predicts 
more peril from your ordnance) at some 
futüre day. And pray, is tbat lady your 
sister, Nelson?'' • 

" No." 

** Your coußin ?" 

" No— o— my tmn wife/^^ 

** Why, what a happy being- you are ! 
And where do you and your beautifnl wife 
Uve ?*' 

'^ Up that wood, in a white house ; 
where you may come and dine with me^»^ 
or with my papa, whioh you Üke: but 
I dine with nurse, and papa dines with 
the b^ people,--^manut, and my wife, and 
all» • So pray come now, for I am v^ry 
hungry and want my dinner ; but I would 
not teil Miss Fxederiok that, because she 
Said, « she hoped I wa» not hungry yet, 
•• she muBt stop io watch yon.' *' 
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«* To watch me !'* exclaimed the stran- 
ger, a faint flush of surp]:ise manding his 
pallid cheeks. *^ My dear little boy, what 
mean you ?'* 

*• Your servant bid her watch you for 
him ; aud that made us draw so near 

you.*^ 

The stranger arose as rapidly as the 
languor of his frame would permit ; when 
Rosabella, perceivlng his strength was in- 
adequate to the endeavour he was making 
to approach her, humanely anticipated his 
attempty although with a bright blush of 
reluctant bashfulness she did so. 

The pitiable weakness, that pervaded the 
frame of this interesting invalide, seemed 
not to have extended its influenae over 
the energies of his mind, since with strik- 
ing animation he expressed his gratitude 
to Rosabella, and apologized for the li- 
berty his servant had presumed to take, 
with the courteous grace of highly polish- 
ed manners. 

" The genuine attachment which the 
request of your servant evinced," said 
Rosa, ^' must have pleaded his excuse, 

VOL. II. c 
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could we cooijder that requent ^ Uberty, 
wbicb hiimaiDitf could not b^ ep^pp^^atßd 

^* A severe wound, and confpequßot iji 
h^ltb»'' re{J]^d the «tranger, '^ h^? ren- 
dfirad sie ^ ohjßct q£ peculiar iai^reßt ^ 
my faithfuUy attached Wilson ; who jjow 
n&Ahear considers the difier^mc^ of ^^tion 
li^tw^en tJbyQSß wJbam he addresseß and him- 
seif, nor any thing in thß decpr«» of 
r^^)0Cl^ whera l Ma m qu^stion^ ^^d 
poimetiums h^ almost lead3 i»e to believa, 
tbajt hß iHnkB th^ opcupation of tbiß W43tf*ld 
ought to be» to prpvid« £br Ms ma^ter's 

*< lüvaluabb indeed cnu^t such a do- 
Qi^estic prove to an invalide»" 9aid Bosa; 
*^ and how mach doea such an attachment 
proclaün of the kindi^ss tJiat awaJ^ned it ! 
But now, Sir, not to prove myself uu- 
worthy of the trust your faithful Wilson 
reposed in me, peimit me to entreat you 
to retum to your seat, since rest was, and 
iß, I believe essential for you." 

The stranger still gazing on her with 
ibß pjieased glaoces of fast incr^asipg in- 


terest, int^nüy Gomf^^ ; mä a» he valkt 
ed tawwds tlm Vftßk he h^ m^m fmip, 
RosabeII$^> in thß pej^formanoe of her tadc 
of humaöity, walked i)n witb htm. 

" I landed at -^— last night," said tha 
stranger, a^s bß alowly paced tbe shoit way 
to bis resting-place, ^*and ündiäg my^elf 
mucb exba^usted thjrough fatigue, I was 
compeUed to stop in tbis village for a little 
re$t, to enable me to proceed on my jour- 
ney ; wben theae sands looking so inviting» 
I thoMght a gentle walk upon tbem might 
do me goad : but my poor anxious Wilaon, 
soon perceiving I was unequal tp the exf* 
ertion, datermined to spare me the fatigue 
ofüie little ascemt to tbe inn^ and is gone 
for a carriage to convey me thither ; and, 
for the sake of yaur prategee^who is s^pxious 
for bis dinner, I mu9t hope he may prove 
expeditious^ although, upon my own ac- 
count, I would rather hope the raverse ; 
sinjce even more feeüng^ than graiitude 
M'ill lead 9ie to find the moment of Separa- 
tion from the lo vely^ prieates» o£ Hjumaniity 
a painful one." 

The stranger's carriage now appeared ia 
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view, and witb rapidity was drawing to- 
wards them, when Rosabella, taking the 
band of Nelson, wisbed the interesting in- 
valide a pleasant journey, and a speedy re- 
storation to health. 

'** Oh !*' be exclaimed, with fervour, as 
be gracefully bowed bis adieu, " I propbe- 
sied most truly tbis moment would prove 
a painful one to me. However, to tbis 
lovely boy I am indebted for the know- 
ledge of whom I owe so rauch for pitying 
kindness to ; and as I am come to spend 
some time in tbis county, I trust I sball 
have an opportunity of again repeating my 
grateful thanks to Miss Frederick ; wbo, 
wben bearing tbat Captain Arundel makes 
frequent mention of her benevolence, may 
identify bim in the individual wbo now bids 
her farewell, and whom her pitying good- 
ness bas laid under never to be forgotten 
obligations/* 

Rosabella now, with Nelson, proceeded 
homewards, feeUng sensations almost of 
regret at parting from tbis interesting Cap- 
tain Arundel, wbo had, it was evident, lost 
bis bealtb in the service of bis country. 
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Until summoned to dinner, llosabella 
saw nothing of her beautiful hostess ; and 
when at length in her society, sorrow coiüd 
imbibe no assuasive from her sympathy: 
most naturally, therefore, our poor heroine 
experienced anxiety for. the return of Cap- 
tain Gore, who, she doubted not, would 
come freighted with advice to her from 
Mr. Trench, and with intelligence of, at 
least, if not with any particular message, 
from Egremont. But he returned that very 
night, without one of those cordials «he 
faad hoped for, since his excursion had 
proyed fruitless; the travellers having set 
out, in two hours after their arrival at St. 
Leonardas, on their anxious way to Spain. 
The pensive and mentaily-wounded Ro* 
:6abdla, on the subsequent morning, took 
courage to impart to the kind and sympa*- 
thizing Captain Gore her having written 
to Lady Derville ; and that, should her 
iadyship's reply haplessly consign her to 
her own futureguidance, she should then, 
with his and Mrs. Gore's leave, remove 
from Myrtle's Town (where many remem- 
J)rances were painful to her) to the protec- 
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tion offered to her by Mr. Trench, un- 
til intelligence should arrive from Spain^ 
wbether the clew of Mr. Egremofit had 
dis(;oTered the protection of a mother for 
her. 

^ When sbould it not/* she added^ with 
a sigh, <<I mustthen consult with you, dear 
sir^ if you will permit me, upon the im- 
portant sulgect of how I can earn my fu- 
ture 8ubsi8teac6 i since to earn it I am de- 
termined^ for never will I again depend 
ttjron any mortol ; fbr if Lady Derville &ila 
me» whom dare I trust to under Heaveü ?'' 

^ ^ My dear Miss Frederick/' said Captain 
Gore, feelingly^ ^^ jtni forget tbere can 
never be occasion for so painful a discud- 
eion ad that between tis ; for should the 
clew, which my poor friend fears he has 
fatally obtaiüed to your connexions^ prove 
an erring one^ theti, bappäy^ the interdict 
to your union with him is at once retnoved ; 
and you willi in bis protection, find all that 
earth cnn yield for the promotion of your 
happiness/' 

As no incident occurred at Myrtle's 
Town^ worth recording* for several days, 
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we will not weary aar readers mth rec^ 
pitulating tbe inattention of MfSb Gore to 
the mental malady of her youilg guest, or 
the ksnd efforts made by hei? feelmg hu»- 
band to beguik the silent suffet er from the 
uninterrapted cofitemplation of her sor- 
rpws. Bot at leiigth a packet arrived l^ 
post froin Dublifi to RorabeUa, who, in 
her preneoft metaficboty dtate of mind^ feit 
not her natural dispodhiaa for tbe antici- 
pation of bappy events : tbet^^ore, witb a 
trembling band sbe broke tbe seal, almo0t 
dreadiog to read wbat abe might find en- 
veloped tbere ; not divining tbat Mr« Stern* 
bam bad been compelled, fh>m tbe decep- 
tioos cöufse he bad unifittingly embarked 
upcfüf to promote hk ncbemes relative to 
her, to enter deeper into the ma^y path 
of fletioo ; altbougb, now, with the more 
landable design of Clearing tbat integrity 
he bad laboured to bligbt. Tbe reault of 
bis cogitations on bis solitary way back to 
Dublin was tbe plan of tbrowing himself 
out of his chaise in an apparent State of 
extreme* mental disquietude, the moment 
he arrived at Lady Derville's door in the 
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metropolis ; to rush up into her ladyship's 
presence, as if impelled by tbe most power- 
ful feelings, and instantly to burst forth 
into an exculpation of tbe innocence of 
Rosabella, and a philippic against bis own 
credulity, in baving suffered bimself to be 
deceived by tbe artful fabrications convey- 
ed to bim in anonymous letters (which he 
must pretend he had destroyed), breathing 
insinuations against tbe artlessness» tbe 
gratitude» and prudence of Miss Frede- 
rick. 

*^ But/' continued tbis designing hypo^ 
crite, after he had inimitably performed all 
this, ^* tbe band of Providence itself inter- 
vened» to vindicate its own favourite from 
the cruel shafts of defamation. I cannot 
dwell upon my interview witb our dear 
aspersed Rosa, my worthy lady, until I 
have done the Christian's duty of vindi- 
cating an unjustly impeached immaculate 
sufferer." 

And now he proceeded witb a circum* 
stantial history of how he had been tre- 
panned into a belief of Rosabella's culpa- 
bility ; and then, how almost miraculously 
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he had been led to the conviction of her 
having been basely aspersed, to facilitate 
the infamous designs of that vile ruined 
miscfeant he had discovered plotting to 
obtain the band of Lady Meliora : but as 
all this was the fabrication of his own fer- 
tilely-invcntive faculty, we shall not foUow 
him through his ihconisistent narrative : 
suffice it to say, it answered the purpose 
he designed it for j — Lady Derville firmly 
believed it all. 

The rapture of Lady Derville, upon find- 
ing her beloved Rosabella so' unexpectedly 
cleared from all the direful aceusations 
brought by Mr. Sternham against her in- 
genuousness, led her not to pause one mo- 
ment upon the improbability and incon* 
sistency of this vindication, tielivered with 
every advantage of excellent acting ; and 
so absorbed was she in her joy, and anxiety 
to apologize to her beloved protegSe for 
her late unkindness, that she put no em- 
barrassing questions to the sanctified hypo-^ 
crite ; and lest, upon afler reflection, she 
might do so, he strove, by his animadver»^ 
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sions upon his story^ to have its improba^ 
bility lost in the striking feature of itt 
mysterja 

Lady Derville, as she took up her pen 
to address her poor defamed Rosa, gave 
utterance to her firm belief *^ of the plots 
of the miscreant profligate being levelled 
at Rosa herseif» to entrap her into his 
libertine power, the moment the poor in- 
nocent should be deprived of her protec- 
tion." 

^' I therefore," continued her ladyship, 
'^ shall know not one peaceful moment, 
until I have my dear, ilUused child safe 
once more under my own matemal wing/' 

^^ You do not mean," exclaimed Mr. 
Sternham, in alarm, ^' you do not mean to 
take her on your English excursion, Lady 
Derville ? Indeed, such a measure would 
be exceedingly dangerous, if it is» as you 
apprehend, this libertine being in pursuit 
of her i or should he prove, what has just 
Struck me as being still more probable» 
some villanous agent of her atrocious Step* 
father» for some fiirther execrable purpose 
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of his fiend-like jealousy, London is, of all 
places, the one best suited for tbe success 
of such nefarious projects." 

•*Then what would you have me do, 
sir ?'^ demanded her ladyship, impatiently. 

" Why, beyond a döubt, send her, under 
my protection, to Pippin Grove.** 

At this motnent Lady Meliora entered, 
as bearer of a letter to her grandmother 
from Rosabella, that moment delivered by 
the postman. Eagerly Lady Derville broke 
the sealj and as she read the affecting 
Contents, she hurst into tears as she ex- 
claimed— 

•* Dear, dear, mjured Rosa !*' 

The impatient Meliora scarcely allowed 
her grandmother to arrive at the tennina- 
tion of her letter, ere she implored an ex- 
planation of her ladyship^s apostrophe and 
tears ; when Lady Derville briefly recapi- 
tulated Mr. Sternham's detail of Rosa's 
vindication ; and as it spoke her friend^s 
acquittal, every iota of its improbabilities 
was received with implicit conviction by 
the ardent, volatile, and affectionate Me- 
liora, who laughed, wept, and capered 
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in frantic joy. On learning the point 
upon which her grandmother and chaplain 
had been debating, when she disturbed 
their tite d tete^ she turned all Mr. Stern- 
ham's arguments for the expediency of 
Rosabella's interment at Pippin Grove into 
such potent ridicule, that» in defiance even 
of his ready auxillary wrath, he found him- 
seif compelled to yield the contest; and 
he retired, discomfited, to fabricate some 
new falsehoods, to excuse his own change 
of plan ; since now he must inevitably ac- 
Company the party to England, after having 
given such plausible reasons for his deter- 
mination against it, or eise he should lose 
every chance of obtaining the band of the 
lovely Rosabella. 

Lady Derville now no longer delayed 
the composition of her letter to her beloved 
protegee^ which spoke every thing that 
afFection could dictate ; detailing, in apo- 
logy for late unkindness, those misrepre- 
sentations now so happily removedj and 
concluded by conjuring Rosa to come to 
her afms without one moment of unneces- 
«ary delay, under the protection of Mrs. 
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O'Dowd, who'would write to inform her 
of the day she meditated setting out for 
Dublin. 

The moment Lady Derville commenced 
her letter» Lady Meliora flew to her pen, 
and, with all the expedition her joy in- 
spired, composed the following epistle : 

'* My dear, dear, dear, darling Rosa, 
^' Grandmama is herseif telling you all 
the vile. croakings of the most ill-omened 
of the hateful ravens of our wood, that 
have made us all so miserable ; so that I 
need not touch upon past discords, that, 
whilst they grated painfuUy on my feelings, 
could not force their odious din into my 
belief: yet, though firm in my conviction 
that you were defamed, I was compelled 
to obey grandmamä's absolute command^ 
for my not writing to you : but that obe- 
dience was not very amiably performed, I 
believe, for I was thrown into a most fro- 
ward humour by it ; and, I am now ashamed 
.to say, only found consolation and pleasure 
in* contradiction, and thwarting all her 
wishes for my introduction to the world ; 
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spurüing every invitation she wisbed me to 
accept,. and even refu3ing to attend the 
drawing-room, after having tried on my 
court-dress, and feeling assnred I looked 
all-subduing in it. 

^* But now, dear beloved Rosa, the 
clouds are didpersing from my temper by 
your expected return, with all the sun- 
shine of my happiness and comfort» to me, 
provided you will condescend to trust your* 
seif once more with such unnatural mis- 
creants as we have been to ypu. So now, 
within the last half-hour, I have begun to 
feel the air of Dublin supportable; and 
doubt not I shall find the late acidity of 
my disposition will havebecome sufBciently 
contemperated by to-morrow, to allow of 
my enduring the idea of appearing at the 
drawing-room for presentation, without the 
Sterling stamp of your exquisite taste as a 
passport to universal admiration. 

**Oh ! Rosa, how I long to see you, to 
teil you how very miserable I am, relative 
to the coutinued silence of a certain per- 
sonage. Surely, if he did not consider 
himself suflSciently secure of acceptance, 
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to make his offer yet to grandmama for me, 
he might) in all Üiis time, have contrived 
to address even a line to Charles, upon 
some pretence, merely for an excuse to 
discover how I did« But Charles, who I 
alwajs thought had some intellect until 
now, presumes to say, ^ I have no cause 
whatever to expect any thing from his 
lordship, but the distant civility of a mere 
common acquaintance, since he gave me 
no cause to believe him my captive :' but 
I have better information« What brought 
him, invalide as he was, to the Jubilee ball, 
only to behold me ? and, the moming after, 
with Charles to Ravenswood, but for the 
same purpose ?— besides, had I not eyes to 
discover his admiration ? 

•* I very much fear, my beloved friend, 
all this odious fretting about Lord Montal- 
bert and you has greatly diminished my 
attractions ; for no crowd, but of beggars, 
collect at our door when the coach arrives 
to take US out, as I fuUy expected would 
be the case, to struggle for a glimpse of 
me : and although I see the men and wo- 
men, in the shops I enter, steal looks of 
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unequivocal admiration at me> yet they 
are not lost in wonder, nor their senses 
suspeuded by the dazzling effect of my 
charms, as I was confident must have been 
the case ; for no, they retain their power 
of serving me with the most provoking 
composure. 

" The effect of my attractions I have 
scarcely yet tried on the higher Orders, for, 
in the pouts about you, I have appeared 
no where without a thick crape veil ; and 
all this care to qonceal my face from those, 
who would bfe likely to report it in our 
circle, has been for the judicious purpose 
of striking more powerfuUy, when the 
cloud should be removed at my presenta- 
tion, by such a blaze of beauty being un- 
expected ; and all this policy, not so much 
for my own gratification, as for Lord Mont- 
albert to learn, when he shall see my pre- 
sentation announced in the papers, what a 
powerful Sensation my beauty caused. 

** My dear, dear, dear Rosa, come the 
nioment my honejf will bring you to me j 
for I long to teil you how miserable I have 
been made through your absence, and how 
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inexpressibly dear you are to the heart ef 
your own 

'' MfiLIORA MONSON* 

" Neither of my brothers ever would 
give credence to one tittle to your disad- 
vantage; but they were not told one of 
your misdeeds was manoeuvring to entoil 
their affections, as I suppose grandam 
feared to put suoh a possibility into their 
heads.'^ 
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CHAPTER III. 

The letters of Ladies DerviHe and MeKar» 
gave to the |nire heart of Rosabellä all 
the innate satisfaction» that innoceTice must 
feel on justification, and afiPection coold 
experience on having its daims restored ; 
and on the foUowing moming after the 
receipt of tho o o -eordial consolations, our 
heroine» with an animated preface, expres« 
sive of her sensibility for their kindness 
and hospitality to her, announced to Cap- 
tain and Mrs. Gore, that she had received 
her mandate to return to the protection of 
Lady DerviUe, whose letter she gave for 
their perosal, since in it were contained 
no secrets to interdict it j while her grate- 
fol heart led her to that confidence, to do 
justice to the aifectionate kindness with 
which she was recalled, and for the fiirther 
porpose of convoying conA iction to ^fr. 
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Trench and Egremont, of her not having 
faiied in attention to their request. 

Although Captain Gore had now learned 

altnost to wofship Rosabella as a being of 

celestial mould» he experieUced a seiisfation 

neariy approaching to sati^factioti, in tb6 

idea of her removal from the äöciety of 

Mrs. Gore; so ungenial to sympathizing 

kindness, so comfortless in every way to 

one, whose ulicomplaining, submisSive re- 

sigüation to the torturing disappointments, 

which had so lately assaiied ber^ peculiarly 

demandedy he thodght, the tender sooth- 

angs of female friendship; and although 

he augured no increase of happiness from 

being left solely to bis dotneistic tSte d tite^ 

the philanthropy of bis nature led hisi not 

to wish for the detention of bis ititeresting 

guest one moment nfinecessarily^ to break 

the emtui of the mourtiflil solitude he 

should be doomed for hours each day t« ; 

foUy having bereaved bim of the tdtlipa- 

nion he had married to obtain* 

Oü the subsequent morning, an express 
arrived from Mrs, O'Dowd, to teil that 
she was to set out for Dublin the fol- 
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lowing day, and to appoint a place and 
hour for Rosa to meet her, to proceed to- 
gether on their journey. 

Although Mrs. Gore had been apprised 
of Rosabella's intended departure, the mo- 
ment the mandate arrived to fix the period 
for its Üiftking place, she burst into loud 
murniurs against it, as a measure replete 
with every inconvenience to berself ; fof 
now, " how was she to proceed with her 
picture, that she expected such well-earned 
fame for the execution of ?" and it was 
with the utmost difficulty, that our poor 
beroine could -escape from the torturing 
inflictions of the painting-room, to make 
the necessary arrangements fox her depar* 
iure; amongst which wad a farewell call 
on Mrs. Kilbride* 

The circumscribed finances of Rosabella 
forbade her generosity's keeping pace with 
her gratitude ; however, all Mrs. Kilbride 
required of her was kindness in professions 
of regard, since Egremont had made an 
.excellent provision for this well-meaning, 
but too readily duped woman ) who, now 
buoyant on hope's expanded wings, througb 
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her own happy reverse of fortune, failed 
not to augur all that was auspicious for the 
future days of " Miss Rosy dear.'* 

Rosabella had but few farewell visits 
to make in Myrtle's Town, but to every 
one who had evinced kindness towards 
her she omitted not to say her gratitude's 
adieu ; and this excursion into the village 
ended, the remainder of her day was pass- 
edy as all her time had been since the 
departure of Egremont, in suffering tor- 
tures from the inconsiderate Mrs, Gore*s 
unfeelingly making him her constant 
theme ; and, with sensationrs almost joy- 
ful, she retired to her pillow, in the cheer- 
ing certainty of its being the last night she 
should pass at Myrtle Lodge, where the 
brightest visions of earthly happiness had 
been raised for her, only to delude. 

Any thing approaching to the form of 
joy was so new a guest to the bosom of 
Rosabella, that it whoUy banished sleep 
from her pillow ; but the Sensation of 
joy was not experienced for expected plea- 
sures awaiting her in the gay metropolis of 
the sister kingdom, although her anxiety 
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for a change of sceaß bore no inqoMi- 
derable share in it } bMt it w^» tb0 affec(ions 
of her heart so recently tarturßd» jthat 
longßd again for the reciprocity of tei)der 
aentimentg from those she had regarded 
from her infancy ; and the balms of ma* 
ternal Jkiodness from X^ady Dßrville» and 
of sisterly love and friendfihip from ^a4y 
Meliora» she fondly beliaved, would hoal 
the wo^nds that rankled ip her bosoni. 

The morning call of Betty found the 
unclosed eyes of om* heroine ready in obe- 
dience to her sutnmons to arise { and the 
languor» which a sleepless night gave to 
her countenance, veiled the pleasure afae 
experienced at quitting Myrtle Lodge 
from the detection of Captain and Mrs. 
Gore i the former of whom it would have 
grieved by the prompt conviction of its 
cause } while Rosa herseif would have 
been shocked at its visibility» as it would 
wear, slie feared, the appearance of in- 
gratitude. 

Independent of Captain Gore's own 
feelings of kindness and urbanity towards 
his interesting guest, respect ta his uncle. 


and attM).i|ient to bis ff ien^s J)|dHei9d hjtti 
to-^y th^ 9'^ßntMß, ;t0 ^ -Qf iicccwpfu 
nying her to the place apjKMüted for hei 
m^ting with Mrs, O'Dowd, wtere fqriieer- 
ly two hours they had to ^wait th^t lady'p 
pfotracted firrivd ; ap interval in which 
CaiHain Gore ventured tp speak of his 
frieod^ and vpluQt9.rfly prpoiiiaed to con-* 
vey to her ey^ery accoujit he shoaI4 obtain 
from his uncle or Egrepont, likely to 
yidLd conspl^liou or relj^f to t}ie s^nxiety 
of her bospqa.. 

At Ipngtfa Mr$. O'Dowd vf^ie her 
a^e^rance in her own trav^lling chaise, 
wbose excp^e for waiit of punct^ality was, 
the ^on-arriv^l of parcels she ha^ promised 

to convey tß London fpr diffen^nt' friends, 
and her perplexity in di^posing of them 
aaiongst her baggp.ge ; a diüculty of ar- 
rangement which Eosiabella soon encoun- 
tered for her slight form, when she took 
the place pf Mrs. O'Dowd's abigail in the 
carriage, who, in her d^scj^nt to join Betty 
Roach in the riimble tumble, uninte^tion" 
ally brought after her parcels and bundlßs 
innumerable j and by disturbing those 
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they had kindly 'pröpped, a total cliaos 
ensued, or rather a complete overthrow of 
the tmyelling pile. 

" I declare," exclaimed Mrs. 0*Dowd, 
after the difficult}' had been achieved, 
of wedging the straying agreeables in, 
and excavating a nicfie in the general mass 
for poor Rosa, — " I declare, my honey, 
if ever I go from home again, I will steal 
off like a thief in the night/* 
* '• But why should you adopt such a 
guilt-like nocturnal march ?" said Rosa. . 
" To preclude the possibility of people 
trespassing upon my good nature, my 
honey. It is impossible to refuse exe- 
cuting a commission for one's intimate 
friends and neighbours, or to lay out a 
few pounds advantageously for a girl ; but 
although individually a negative would 
sound mighty ill ' natured ; yet, in the 
aggregate of these commissiohs, the ill- 
nature seems recoiled upon myself ; for 
the worry of travelling with them is really 
destructive to comfort: beside the re- 
sponsibility upon my mind ; for, if they 
fail to escape my clutches on the road 
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to Dublin» what will Ido with tbem there? 
Must I tarry at home all day long as sen- 
tinel upon them, to prevent one half of 
them being stoien at the hotel ? - As to 
the other half, I know that will be lost 
or seized on the otfaer üde of the water.'* 

" Why,** demanded Rosa, with a look 
of di^niay, " are we going to take all these 
things to London ? Are there contrahand 
gopds amongst them? And why, dear 
Mrs. O'Dowd, dp you imagine things are 
to be Stolen in Dublin, and only lost in 
England?'* 

** Why, my höney, because the English 
are so scrupulously honest, that theft is 
a crime rarely ever heard of there ; indeed 
never, unlesa cbmmitted by some straying 
miscreants . from other countries. As tq 
your other queations, — all that is left to 
go accompanies us to London, and more 
grief to US, my ' poor cramped up Rosa ! 
and as far as tabinets, and India, and 
French goods go, which I am to smuggle 
over for pre^nts, or toget made up for 
toy.neSgbboürs, /tbere.is a pretty reason- 

VOL. ir. -D 
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albld qXiantity q£ contiiiband comm^ties 
stowed ärbuhd us/'^ 

•* But why^ bit^th for y^wir coinfort and 
security Irom pillage, did you not collect 
these commissioHs a week ago^ and send 
them by cars to I>«bl4ii ?'* 

^ You extravagant tfionkey l that ^ould 
have cost me a fortone ; for I Could make 
no Charge for oatriage of these cotnmis- 
kions ; besides, I could not get them time 
toough ; it ivas yo iöf^g bofc^re hu^ands' 
and fathers^ eMsents could be wheiHlled 
out of thero, for the expenses f o be tn- 
curred. Ah ! now^ itty hofi^ ; just be 
lödcing-^f you ean contrive U> move-^ 
what that hard sabstani^ ia 1;bey haire so 
cruelly jamwed iiato the aide ^ that band« 
box^ to höre a hole in Lady 0*11irifty^ 
»uff and tippet, I am to get ^nlarged 
for her at amm i^eap Ihmbr^^ 

«' Thia f^mA,^ ^said H^ss, «< e)>titein 
ti^ spokes ahd other pkts «f n apiAnUig 

** CMi ! tiMt*» Mfs. M*fW^'s plagoe, 
)te is to «ead me U> MoBcfiddft. I 
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wonder vfaere tfaey have crammed her 
fringe-Ioom I am to get elegantly mendedt 
and her nsechanical cfaurn, that I am to 
leam from the patentee how she can make 
. it move. And I hope, for I cannot scent 
thät oüt^-Kian you Rcea my faoney? we/have 
not yetlost the box ndth Mr& Friasde's 
wjg, which I am bringing oi^r to get 
altered into the newest and most becom- 
ing Farisian style. Ah! now, my honey» 
where — Oh, bere they are ; I^ady O^Tbrit 
ty's fbiir bättn gawna, that will stand alone; 
atthough here they wcm't staod» without 
the^ prot> of Mm Alfs music, J am bring- 
kig fo gQt dc^ntiy bonnd, as cbeap as 
durt for her :— Tmt, I böpe I may remem- 
ber "M^fiicli ^o of the satins are to be 
scowered to look as w^ as ever^ and 
which two «re to be dyed to look as good 
as new. I do wish pec^le would take the 
trouble of writing tbeir directions: oh! 
that remindfl me of Lady Grace Modelove's 
paroels. I wonder what they contajn« 
Perfaaps h«r letter may expound, wbtch 
I have not read, as I dropped it the veiy 
momettt I üeeeived it at the tutnp&ke at 
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Kiigibbet, and I bad no rootn to look 
for it, tmtil Dolittle haaled a car-Ioad öf 
moveables oüt aftef her, in her awkward 
descent." 

Mrs« O'Dowd now opened the letAer, 
and concluding it merely related to the 
commissions she had promised t6 execute, 
read aloud : 

Mountkillmuckville, May the 26» 1814. 

•• My dear and valued Friend, 
^' As you, with your wonted kindness» 
arising from the exuberance of that flow of 
the sweet milkiness so ornamental to hu- 
man nature, in whicfa you so overflowingly 
abound» bave amiably undertaken an in- 
fliction of trouble in dedicating an hour 
or two, some disengaged moming, to the 
execution of a few commissions for your 
poor rusticated neighbour at Mountkill- 
muckville, in the alluring and elegantly 
supplied metropolis of our highly favoured 
sister country ; I will endeavour, through 
the inspiratioQ of that ever actuating prin- 
ciple, which forms the guidance of my 

'^'ons, in doing as I would be done by. 
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to draw you out ai succinct Statement of 
what I request your utifaltering goodness 
to perfonn for me ; and, by a methodical 
arrangement (rf'my commissions, simplify 
the task fbr youi 

*• In the first jrface, conceiving yoü will 
nccessarily have sufficieBt demands upon 
your own abundant Stores, I consider tt 
correct to enclose you for my use, Sir 
Thomas's letter of- credit upon Messrs. 
Puget and Bainbridge, College of Phy. 
sicians, Warwick Lane, St. Paul's, 

*• Now, conceiving you have receivcd 
the golden störe for me in Warwick Lane, 
I next request you to step into Bowmau'a 
Cilicioua Omamental Warehouse in New 
Bond Street, to examine the pricesiand 
sorts of the head dresses you think WanM 
prove becoming f o my complexion : and 
style of countenance. 

** But, as I confcss my feminine vanity, 
in extreme anxiety for a becoming baad«» 
dress, I could wish you not prematurely to 
determine for me, nor indeed, untll yoü 
proceed from thencer to Boss's. Etoparium; 
BisUopsgate Strebt witbin : — just to ! ex* 
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ämine and compa^e prices and appearance; 
and then act according to your own judg- 
ment fbr my embellishment. 

'^ I must then request of you to ordeJT 
your horses' heads to Brookes' M^M^eriei 
in tbe New Road» net^r Portland Place, 
to purcha^e ä very fine gr^en parrot for 
me, as a present for my poor dear aunt 
Madge. 

^< From thence, I must b^ of yoa to 
hie to Pope's, in Friday Street, Cheapsidei 
to buy for Sir Thomas one. dozen pair of 
excellent black silk stocking^, and two 
dozen pair of incomparable white:— for 
me, three do^n pair> of ribbed, or morn- 
ing stockings ; aiid three dozen pair of the 
tdost faahiooable ones, with embroidered 
clodks 'y evtry pair different» chosen by 
5?ott ; a2ul further, I must entreat you 
kindly to put your band in every pair, to 
afcertain tibieif being perfect and likely ^to 
wear well. 

**Next, Imust entreat you to driye to Mrß. 
Ware*d, Davies Street, Berlfe}ey Square, 
to. look at her frocks ; as I want ßix beau<» 
tifttl one& for eadi of my litüe girls : fout 
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eroi }9(»u c^nirkide thal ordör» ItaYO/tbe 
goodbie»! ta tiry in Houndidiich: «b iftf 
quiiy will re^däy ]e«d }iQu t;Q tb^e «Im^ 
for it was one in great vo^i^ ,wA um 
cotnmon. chcapMiii^' wfaea .annt Madge 
was in L^doU. : i 

«' frdm, HotMdfdiitctiM l mu4t: »e^i ttm^ 
Ue 3rQu to- toke- tlie. easfcetc X 8ieiid!yt»i| 
toata&a\^g.M suit q£ Mi^^^alds,^ a»dr anäChes 
of pearls, to Gray 's, in Sackidlle Strttt^ 
and learn what he will neW set them 
£iahianaMy forj \m% et^.y^A agrte with 
l^im, that-a a deaf^ liy at iHiisdel 9»A 
Bridge'a» l4adgiite HiU^ >Ad ^m% fQf m^ 
as you wottld fc^ yoitf«el£. 

'^ I have tateA Ihe liberi^y df fe««di9g 
by you a itioct; Ickvely and ^iiTonote Qwli^ 
dreas, wtncl) .mycbrolhor, the 0«««fid» 
bcought xBe *£roiD IBengal ; trhtcli y^« will 
see I faan^ tidGEHluJAately fmcfluri^d mos^ 
UBiBercifiiUjM ! and wlnc^ I tnuat tr$«pafl« 
oa yoiur göodppss yeuraelf to take ibr mä 
to an elegant sbotiQi^Iliäajad the mtoo^'g 
wife of 'lÜte^MM-^f^shioe nniitia mentiotfr 
xmaed ^feug? Smitb^ wM Unat etthec ^ at 
Keqsibgtoit nar< Kfenhngtaai» • I ido. vak Ter 
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collect which ; but you cati readilf; fiisd 
her out at either place, as her tarne is an 
the window, andshe lives uext doorto s 
public-house. . ' ..>.;.. 

'^ Sir Thomas- requests you will go for 
hiixi to Lackington and Allen^ Finsbmy 
Square» and purcbase books for hiin, 'as 
per ;list inclosed, and to inquire for.him 
at TattersaPs in Grosvenc»: Plaqe, if the 
C(dt of 


. ■ / 


* At this momient Mrs/O'ßowd's chäise 
stopped at an inn^ wheire she was to change 
horses; and having inhium€ix:abl^ ques(ions 
to ask relative to the s^fety öf 4:hre road, 
suspended tbe ' coatitittatibn ^ of 1 Lady 
Graee's succinct^ an(l- metfaodicstUy ar- 
ranged list of ; coi^miss^ons ; and from 
the iimkeeper's giving^ ber nb Bort otf en- 
GouragemeM to hope fbif saibty in the pro» 
secutioh 'cß tiel: jaörney^ af^ «the^ isext 
hour, her alarnis at tbe apprehjension o£ 
banditti preventedib^r.resbnliag it; bat 
frbm the moiif^trof 'bea^-eofiferenäe with 
Mr;^ Böni&ce» her ^ohimi^si^ns beoaflae 
41- source bf iocreasedritötmentr and*^ pep4 
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plexity to her; for the idea of being toi)- 
bed through intimation conveyed . of the 
delivery of a casket of jewels to her care, 
which somebody might have babbled about, 
now fastened upon her iniod; and not 
more spontaneously could the inflamed 
Imagination of the renowned knight of 
Iia Mancha perform the transformation 
of sheep into armies, than Mrs. O'Dowd's 
did every hedgerow into desperate ban- 
ditti. 

*' Well/* she every moment exclalmed, 
as her consternation through the enervat* 
iiig power of anticipated danger increas.ed, 
" Well, if eyer I am so bewitched again 
as to undertake the care of any mortal's 
property on a journey through this land 
of'brigands! Indeed in England,, one 
may be as goodnatured as one pleases^ 
without fear of being murdered for it ; 
but here weshall be dragged from the car- 
riage befote we have time to cry for mer- 
cy, that the robbers may find room to 
search for booty^ and then we shaJl be 
beat to stock-fish, if not shot by thenij 
or cur poor brains pouqded out, for having 
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such heaps of tnimpery to impede the way 
to the booty worth obtaining ^ which ia no 
trifle, my poor devote d honey, for besides 
this decoy casket, I have a mort valuable 
brilliant necklace of my own» that belong* 
ed to my cousin O'Dowd s mother, with 
rings innumerable, and a box füll of 
guineas, which he had hoarded^ with all 
my own wärdrobe, and yours too, Rosa^ 
with Mrs. Byrne's pointJace veil, I am 
bringing to get cleaned : all will be taken 
from US, and possibly by my own ser- 
yant there, who is perched up so demure<- 
ly on the barouche box; whöm I was 
so bewitched as to take into my Service 
only last week, although I shrewdly sus* 
pected him to be a rebel,. and sqlely be- 
cause I thought, from his Colössean figure, 
he would look stylish behind my new daslu 
ing landau I meant to have built ; but 
now I shall have nothing built but my 
coffin ; and this Golossus will be my ex» 
ecutioner, for I provided him with pistola 
to guard us, and now I eXpecthe will tum 
them, the first fair opportunity, agaiiist my 
own bosom. Heaven preserve us, Rosa ! 


X 
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did you perceive then, how he tumed his 
head to steal a look at you ? I saw him 
do it before, and I am sure be is examin- 
ing to see if you hare euf'-rings, or any 
thing woith murdering you for. Ah, the 
cuVtlutoi^t' l tf^^r^ hß looks gaUom^i 
and' be' saw the deliv^ry of the gaek^t.^ 
and i^nt th^ boj^ <^g.uineas with his qw» 
hälids fnto the chaise,. and no doubt bt 
heafd tbew chink/' 

RpsaböUa, little acanto^ned to trave}- 

liög, ^r evieiQ m<>vipg out of a C)roum^ 

scribed circle, where evei) all fac^s were 

famiKai* to her» kiiäendlily iipbibed a moBt 

cQHifertleäs portiön pf Mrs« O'J^owd's; ^p^r 

prefaemions, and li^ev^orß passed som^ 

hours in all \hß mi^ery 0£ antiqipatqd dan«: 

ger; but^ ccHitr^^yto expeptafficHi» thiey 

arrifved in perfect safe%y •^tyl^höß' |J*Cf| of 

deatination for th^ ntgh|:;.QII^ m du^ timep 

without accident or molestatipn» at tb^ 

metropdli^; iHieir ^tnfoft. Wüeh aaieofded 

by the ingettuity of I^osftb^Ua, ijfi com- 

bining' thfc paröels iiito n)ore a<ynveni^nt 

traveUiöjg coB^paniOQS. 


N 
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CHAPTER IV. 


As Lady Derville's sojoui^n in Öäblin iwto 
only to prove a transient one, Bbe had. 
taken up her abode at a hotel in Sackville 
Street ; which Mrs. O'Dowd had also de* 
termined should be her place of'leirifpoiiaTy« 
residence. To this hotel thcrefore they 
were conveyed, on thfeir arrival -in /che 
metropolis, where Rosabella was received 
with every mark of all former maternal 
kindness by Lady Derville-; and with ^- 
tbusiastic rapture by fehe ardeiit Midiotd j 
while Charles «aid, i^b-^ ^s-' welcome, 
although he did not lö'<yk* as if she was ; . 
for bis pride recoiled in apprehendion fi^om 
what a restoration to* her doeieity 'migfat 
äccomplish. < ;! ; - •: 

The conspieuous changi^ in -lUbi^^sväs^i 
pect, since she had qüittod Rav^swood^- 
was strikingly visible to the frieüds sfaei 
was now restored to, who were grieved at 
beholding it : but as all concluded it arose 


tterific liott86-\n^ck,.:in grieviiig at benign 
so mtbieg^y ' bereaved ofevery clew to* 
her cbtinexiMföyv and at being» so cnjielifT 
d^famed 4;o hir ' beirefiictress^ no ^ ooami^ntr 
wasmäde tö h6ir:!iipb&:tiQr aiiered ^|q^tar- 
sni^ i^ white all hbped the rai^tii^ ^ siH»ie! 
of life, now opening to hier view 'lipon «nf 
expanded scaie, would sp^edily ieBtore 
her foritier healthy animated mpeQt'y '^ ^ 
Rosabella fburidher fneada in idiedusfti^: 
iif präparatioh for ad epeedy a departurei 
för £tigland, as Mrs,'^ OM>bwd's ' afrival' 
in Dublin wouM possibly adtnit of ; as 
intelligence bad been, received that dävi 
of the royal visitörs befolg höürfy expected 
at Dover : thei^efore) not onfe momeiit was 
allöwed to our heroine to view any of the 
Kons of the Ii^ish metropolis^ atid- scateely 
to teär äny acdonnt fpbm Lady- MeKora, of 
h6i^ pre^entation at ihe^^ümüe.- HoWever, 
Short as Rosa's stayiniDiflblin was, Lady 
Detvifle= found opportmiity» toi tili her, 
*'that it was nofcaUxieixy :to see^tHe-mo- 
narchs on their'^first arrival in London,' 
that induced her to acfe^de to süöH a^rapäd' 
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nrat^ibut'ber 8oIiGttud& ti^^^ptomtftej.lMtt 
dear Melioffa^a ttnton. Hfttb .Lordi MiQ9i* 
albert; .whme silenee, after eyhidtoig'fiuch 
utieqatvooal adtDirati(m for. 4cieif grandeu^^ 
ter, aa tocbegutle hw of htv r^ub§Qph^ 
ticnfefdrafieetians^ itafrlo^egindiiig täavmkeo 
great^ ufreaames» in her bosom ibr'ihq kfff^ 
pwaM of he« child.^' 

At len^th tha itooioent of embai^katkm 
arrived».aiid« with ah auaptaptfsiiKrififl^ithey 
g^ttildec wietgb^' attd^iiftlydieatMlDiiWin 
bar} bub almost imiaedaUly afteprthey, 
had dona ao^rdieio favouring gale gradliaily 
subsided, and tbiS; eaptain o£ tb0 packet 
feaüed hb nnigbt aiigur a d^adi calrp* 

Be$ide »beir : ow» .pa4rty# Mhere were 
several othar pafseqg^rd on board ;. ^i^iny 
Qf ivhom had betaken tbemaelve» to their 
birtba^ to ward the blow of tbreateoed 
sickuiefls ( aaiongst who«a Roffa {Hrppiytly 
coojeetured «Capt^iu Arund^el ta be ( unee 
the ftrqt haod held. ottt in haarty grasp 
to assiftt her on board^ was that of Üie 
faithful WiUon.; but wboi ere aha could 
thank bim for bis aid^ or ioquire for bis 
»»aafcarr had vamsbed« 


Mv9. CVDbwd, wko.wunot in the lenit 
affected by the motioQ of the abip^ QO 
more than any of her Ravenswood frieads» 
Vfas particularly del^hted on finding a 
Mrs. Leary on board, who was üxW ai vkk 
lent an En^ish entfausiast as herseif; and 
whö entered heartily with her into all her 
romantic praises of its superiority ovex 
their own country, to the great iodignation 
of Mr. Monson» 

^' That great big booby, ma'am, is my 
only 8<m/' said Mrsw Leary to Mra.O'Dowd, 
aller they had commenced theii? raptiirous 
duet upon the deli^ts of England ; ^^ and 
he is so absurdly national^ that I cannot 
parsuade him to believe £n^and can be 
superior to IrelancL" ^ 

" He 18 right," said Gharle», baugbtily ; 
♦«there existe no superiority but in h«r 
wealth, and b$ing the fsmroucite .cbUd pf 
govertiment/* 

« W^Pe you evec tbeee^. mV^ 

*« Th^Ä rii cngage your <^i<Mtt, wiU 
soon be ehanging, üke my poarifei«^% 
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when he opehs his noir wxIfuUy blind eyes 
to conviction ; vrhen he perceives not a 
beggar disgracing the streets/' 

" Not one for love or money," exclaim« 
ed Mrs. O'Dowd. 

" Nöw is there, ma'atn ?*! returned Mrs« 
Leary, complacently ; " and not a dog^ in 
consequence, to be barking at our heßls, 
like our vile unconth cabin curs» taught 
such flagrant rudeness to keep off the 
loathsorae approach of lazy paupers/' 

'^ And then all the lower Orders so beau- 
tiftilly clean !" said Mrs. O'Dowd ; '' and 
all SO civilized ; and as to inebriety, it is a 
vice whoUy unknown in £ngland: and 
then, in all accommodation for traveliing, 
the pre-eminence is very striking.'' 

A friend of Mrs. Leary's, a mate of an 
Indiaman, vfho had been to visit his friends 
in Ireland ere he set out upon a new voy« 
age to the oriental shores, now told a ludi« 
crous history of bis ovn late travds home, 
in itlustration of Mr& O'Dowd^s aaserticm ; 
and the moroent this Mr. Lynch ^Mled his 
absurd detail» 'the Engliah aithusiasts ccm- 


ROSABfiLLA. 65 

gratulated him '^ upon having. ierminated 
his joumey in safety :^' but these gratula* 
tions seemed suspiciously premaiure, when 
Mr. Monson, with electrifying. asperityj 
excläimedj 

^* I faope, sir, those Irisfam^iiwbo basely 
act the assassin's treacberoi» pari to tbeir 
country, by reprehensibly defiiming it for 
the idle gratiiScation of the prejudiced, 
may be found pbssessors of sufficient spirit 
to answer for their unnatural and scanda* 
lous defamations, when called upon.'^ 

^' I trust those who dare defame my 
country in my hearing may, sir/' returned 
Mr. Lynch, with aniihation; **.ance I 
should most cerbiiiily chastise them, and 
should feel my dpirit bumbled - by having 
my prowess degraded ^ on an unresisting 
poltroon. Büt'all rbaVe just related is a 
piain, imvarnigb^d fact^ since I possess no 
taleht for embeliffthment ; or I da not pro« 
mise,'tha&I wbuld/4K)i)exert it in innocent 
cases \ike the^ne in:qäestioat." 

^'Itimy^^n^<€ase»i!'^^The ridtcule of oui: 
native couütey is inaocentt tken^ in* yi^Ur 
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opiDion^ str/^ Said Mr. MonsQri, smäteg ra 
contemptuous indagnattoo. ^^ WMfe^seutt«- 
mehts, think you, woulda Citizen. ofBome 
bave uttered> upon tbis subject?** / ' . . 
'^ Sentiments becoming a RoiQ^p/' Mr. 
Lynoli veplied. ^* And» as a »ative Gf a 
countrj füll as patriotic a6 aoy whicb ai^- 
rient hiBtory portrays fear us (ar wbat 
avail the explaita of Weiliogton aad bis 

brave brethren in attestatton tof JtPX I ip^f^" 
nounce» tbat ! we do no härm 'fn- l^^^Üc^g 
at our national prejudieea« oor f^ecButTH! 
usages, or the incoiiiremences our adhe- 
renoe to hereditary laxity in ifn^ovemant« 
perpetnate : *we only tojune tbe ^msei^htJix 
we aim at dt&iadlog libem/' 

The browof Mr« Monaon now lost sonc^ 
thing of its indignant lowei^$ yet »tiU im- 
ben(ttng to convictikm of tbis m$n's libor 
rality of sentiflaeats» acquired tbroi^b e%r 
ten46d knowledge of mchi $aA mi^paersi 
he haugbtiljr walkadamay to lu» unocow? 
pied part of the deck ; äa^as he nfipevod 
to contemphrt» the noinr g^aMQr d^pi over 
whi<h tbe vesseL scareety^semnoA to glide. 
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he mmioated upon all Mr« Lynch . had 
uttered, as a question that demanded either 
his hostility or bis ailent contempt 

The increasing calm of the latel j ruffled 
water, with the iateUigence pmfriptiy cott« 
veyed by Wilson of Miss Frederidc betiig 
on board, had induced Captain Arusdel to 
arise from his birth, to take his atatmi 
where he might hope to see her; and 
leaning on the arm of his faithfiil servant, 
he made his interesting appearance^ not in 
better health, evidently, than when Rosa 
had first seen hinu 

Captain Arundel instantly turned his 
Steps to the. i^pt where Rosa was» and^ to 
the surprise of all her friendß, paid hia 
compiimenta^ of reeognitiom with a po- 
lished grace that fdeased erery one, and & 
flash of animation, äiat na one expected 
from his langttid :aiq)ect.^ 

Rosab^Ua received his civilities with re» 
spondent eoiu^esy ; and Lady Derville» by 
whom she was seatedy. on perceiving thia 
stranger was known to her prütegeCy and 
from the prompt interest his too apparent 
want of health excited, instantly accom- 
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modated him with' a seat between herseif 
and Rosabella. 

The moment Charles perceived this 
stranger placed by her, for wbom imperious 
pride had arbitrarily commandedi tfae sup- 
presiön of every rising Sensation of tender- 
ness, some rebellious feelings, not quite 
amenable to the tyranny that govemed his 
bosom, sent him to her side in a panic of 
alarm, to whisper an inquiry of who that 
uncommonly handsome man was ? and how 
she had become acquainted with him ? 
questions to which she unhesitatingly re- 
plied. 

't You, from having had y^ur.introduc- 
tion through accident/' returned Charles, 
^' cannot estajblish him as your. licensed 
acquaintance, by undert^king to introduce 
any one to him. I must, therefore» play 
the part of master. of^the ceremonies for 
myself; and to afibrd me an opportunity 
for so doing, may I heg of my dear Rosa 
tO'Change her place to the vacant one by 
mysister, that I may obey a resistless im« 
pulse, which seems to urge me on to form 
this acquaintance ?" 
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Although almost sorry, RosabeUa in« 
stantly complied, and soon found Lady 
Meliora was in na pieasant mood towards 
her^ fof her ladysbip had r^narked, with 
the fimt Sensation of envy tbis friendof her 
(Bärliest years bad awakened, that the most 
unequivocaL- admiration of this stranger 
(whom she pronounced astranscendently 
handsome, as even Lord Montalbert him* 
seif) was exclusively devoted.to her ; and 
that bis eyes bad foliowed her to her new 
seatj and had been undeviatingly riveted 
upon her, with an- evideßt. expnession of 
animated interest. 

Mr. Sternham, who, from the same ob- 
servations, found jealousy performing ite 
part in his bosom, even more torturingly 
than envy was in Lady Meliora's^ now 
joined the fair friends, to glean from Ro- 
sabeUa all she knew of this invalide ; and 
soon discovering how circumscribed that 
knowledge was, ventnred on a random shot 
of artful policy, by carclessly. saying, 

*^ Then I know more of bim ; for I find, 
from what I heard his servant telling the. 
Steward just now^ that be is: hucrjfixi^ over 
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to Engtesd, with a degree of räpidifj 
altnost too mücfa fbr bis £eebie frame to 
sustoin, to m^et bis wife, wbom be is 
adoringly attached to, and haa not «een 
smce he recdved bis desperate wound/' 

The only efifect this intelligence had 

upon the occupied heart of Rosa was to 

increase her interest for the poor invalide ; 

but upon the niind of Lady Meliora it 

operated like a aoothing charm, luring 

back at onee i kifidness and .xordialitj to 

oiir hereine, who» ahiiotigh dearly be> 

loved, abe oould not endure abould de^ioil 

her of one conquest ; and mm^ Crom the 

conviction that he could »ot be in love 

with Biosa» die cooelnded hja pleaaed ob- 

a^natioti of her arwe from meme fancitd ipet 

wtokblmice to bis wtfe. Accordingfy» every 

mberent principle of delicacy recc^Uog 

from the wish of capttvating a married 

man, all her.defbraitng affsctation vanish* 

td i »id w> otber person being on boajrd 

whom ükn tfaoiaght wootby oi aUnritfg, ahe 

bM^ane tBA onoe mßanbdy nwe perildüa to 

.a disamgaged boart 
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f packtfty Lord Derville found, in a Mr« 
3 Foxcmft, a man as attractive to him as 
) Captai« Arundel seemed to the rest of his 
family ; for this man prociaimed himself a 
professcfd bargain-hunter ; one wfao con* 
fessedly understood the art pf cheap living ; 
and who« by his d€6p science in eoonomyy 
contrived to appear in a gentlemanly style» 
upon a very moderate property. To ob- 
tain this man's friendship, as an enrtch- 
ing mine, b^ame bis lordsbip^si anxious 
wish, and led bim to overlock disparity in 
age (fer'Mip. l^oxcraft was fall th^ty y^ars 
Lord Derville's senior), a disgusriing sfer- 
vility öf address^ and not tö fo^ disguised 
ineleganüe of nianner ; whilst, in defiance 
of the most laboured afiectation« <:if the 
, Englisb' diction, an dectrifyvng chaunt of 
bis national brogue would burst its toti^ 
througb all the double ees he couM press 
inte hii^ lunguage, w some vile error in 
grammar b^ray die low origin jfrom wbich 
he Sprung. 

WhiUt the'ffifferent f^ärties wereeiigaged 
at diMi«r, « galö'again Sprung «p,' fkvMav 
aUe for the voyage they 'weipif mi&kig, iMt 
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inäuspdciou^'to tbose wboin tiie. inpr^ftsie^ 
motioh^ of tbe sfia x^ould ^£S^t^pQ98^^ 
quently, Captain iArufidel ^a^ : cp«^#}}ed 
to tear hiitiseif from a purty^fw^f^booi he 
feltv eaeb succeeding rtiQfoieQt, sfo^sations 
of fitst-incpeasing intet^i^t«* . ... .. 

, Altfaough thie gale wa^ htisk^ it'mis;.i^y 
no tneans so niuch ^o as. to preveist the 
convalescent üom a promßnade. uppn the 
deek ; amongBt , whom» LadjfrMßliora an^ 
our heroine took t^is^exercj^;; Bn^^in ose 
of the ofteiQ-repeated turns iof.tl|ia{f^icum- 
aecibed parade, theyb^h^jd,^il0pneagerly 
gacsing £ov a near advancQ, -t^p the 'W^h 
coa6t,.in the anxious\yrish fqr. hiß iieloved 
9iaster's rdief from the ppprespive langpior 
occaaionßd by bis voyage. : On^rperf^rv;- 
ing bim, .act^ated by their.cc^miniseratiog 
intere^t, they inqiiired^Vhow be>lefi bis 
raaster?*' . . 

f '* Rather better^ ladiea»! bumb^y tb^nk 
yoüfrom äißibottom pf my beart,** he.ria- 
plied, profoundly bowing. 
i: ^^[J, xcg^ice to.hcif At/'^^aid Lady: M.eli- 
fSUa^ilfe (SeemSf^nal^leito ^sjtfaAa any 
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' •* Ah ! my lady, that is a sure tbing,'* re- 
tumed Wilson, witb a heavj sigh ; ^' but» 
cruel bad as the dear young gentleman is» 
I am tbankful to Almighty Providence for 
bis being even so well; fbr, many and 
many a bitter day and night, I thought the 
sorrow was for me to lose my master/' 

•* Were you with bim when he was 
wounded ?*' demanded Lady Meliora, who, 
with Rosa, was much affected by the fal- 
tering voice of Wilson. 

** No, my lady, or I trust I shonld have 
had the satisfaction of sacrificing to my 
just vengeance the assassin, who shot bim 
in cold blood ; for the battle of Yittoria 
was over, and he had escaped in action, 
bat, the moment after, he received a 
musket ball through bis body, and was 
taken prisoner ; and ill was he able to oon« 
tend with either misfortune, having bis 
once fine health quite broken down by toil 
and privations : but he woiüd not give up» 
No ; whilst bis country wanted defenders, 
he would not give way to bis ow» ailments, 
but struggled hard against them ; and 
many and many's tbe night, when he has 
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dovroi uttdfflT Ute open cAne^iy of He'a. 
ven^ i know ImbtUef ¥fM#. heahK^uld aaver 
unoloae hii eyfi itpon noolbf t d$y iQ th« 
World, frmn the ordens he faa^ giv^fi m^»" 

^ Absil-' Said B^osabeUft^rpaisfuUy^fTect» 
edy both througil« eommiseratkw AWnkcKaed 
by ihis. account of sttffemig vidour, wd 
ftom fiom: beUef, that e v«n fiuehf btd been 
the siifferingft and exertiooa of tfe^ bcave 
Egremont : ^' AUus ! and had tie-na frieitd 
near, to dissuade hün ffcosi suck peräiHts 
adherence to his maitial duty ?^' 

^ Many, miaa $ and many, too^ tiial; ftult 
fered, and bore^ and persevered as he did« 
Ah ! fond tnothers little koew» mira, how 
the darling %oms tbey had feared in the lap 
of ease and luxury were doomed to endure 
all i ftaw many a tenderly broiight up gen« 
tUmaxL go throog^ witbout mtirauining: 
the tsoil, the hunger» the thirat» the dangef 
(not alone ot batile), which overoame many 
a brave fellow in the ranka alao« Bat when 
we aaw not a aufiering nor privation of ouia 
that wäs.not equaUy endured by our lead^ 
tri, we'leamed to hear aU too» and perae« 
▼ere, untii even tiie arma of dwth opane^ 


» 

to fecei ve vts : and thaf ei^ample, ätid that 
feHow!^»p in mffeting it was, Üiat led üä 
(m* to save» not only otfa^ eountried btrt 
ourorwü/' 

"Da^crs! daggcrs!*'ttclaittiedCharits, 
t^iieäiMitly, a« he flew from his sister and 
Itosa to lihe* oppositb dide of the vesse!, 
and, bending aver tiie ship^s rading, en- 
deatroüried to conceai from Observation the 
emotionthat overpowered him ; when Lady 
Mdiora» alanned by his e:!tc!aniation, and 
tfae agitation of his manner, flew after hitn, 
and impottuned him to impait to her ^h^ 
so powerfully affibcted hin). 

*;Öracioas Heaven ! Mdiora,** he replied, 
do you thett conceive me a stock, a stone, 
an insensate ? — Could I be a matt ? — could 
I have a heart becoming one, and not find 
cvery patriotic pulse within it throb with 
the tortures of regret on not having borne 
my part in such proud suffering, — such a 
glcrrious, honourable conflict ? — Nöw, now 
my head can never rise in pride öf con- 
sciouis hercdstti, like those men. Usele^s 
atöm ! I have borne no part in the eman- 
dpation of Enrope. Mjf coüntry Wed ; 
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but I sbed no drop of sympathy ^ my con- 
teroporaries toiled and endured, and sacri- 
ficed even health unmurmuringly in the 
glorious cause ; and, shame on my hotne- 
veiled cheek ! I was encradled by sloth and 
ease upon the downy cushion of my gran- 
dam. Oh! Lady Derville! Lady Der- 
villei never shall my brow sbake ofF that 
garland of care and misery you placed 
there, instead of those unfading laureis of 
which you have bereaved me/' 

^^ My dear, my beloved brother, I im- 
plore you not to give way to such uoavaiU 
ing regrets. Why should you deplore not 
having been suffered to lose that blessing 
health, as this poor Captain Arundel has 
done ! Why not be contented» like Der- 
ville, to — — 

^^ Pshaw ! nonsense l — Derville is the 
representative of an ancient house, and 
has (if he acts the part allotted to him as 
conscience should dietate) quite sufficient 
to perform, in bis exalted Station, to sa- 
tisfy a patriotic spirit ; while I, — but you« 
a baby, a trembling girl, — ^you cannot feel 
as I do :'' and now, angry with bis sister 
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for endeavouring to console him, Charles 
broke impetuously from her, and hurrying 
down to the cabin^ threw himself upon the 
bed apjMTopfiated for him, there uninter- 
ruptedly to ruminate upon that diagrace 
he conceived himself overwhelmed by« 

This mortifying meditation was not like- 
ly to. prove a palliative, to compose. bis now 
most irritable State of temper; so that 
when he arose from fais bed^ on a rumour 
that they were within half a league of the 
haven they were bound ibr, with his mi« 
aaothropic fancies inflamed by every hu- 
mfliating retrospection he could conjare. 
up as a badge of disgraice to him, he was 
not in a very pacific State of mind to hear 
a ioud coinplaint made to him by young 
Leary (who was wound up to the very 
highest pitch of indignaiit ire by his na-, 
tional enthusiasm), of ^^ Mr. Lynch's ftir- 
ther infamous defamaiion of Ireland/' by 
recounting a ridiculous story of a practical 
Uunder committed by his own brother 
two days before he lefl home. So well 
did this boy play his part of an inflamma«. 
tory brand, that Charles at length impe- 


tuously ilew upon deck, to giice a verbal 
chalieiige to thi» .viilaiiioiis anili*paftri0t ; 
hat, fortunately, Mr. Lynch wat not there, 
being gone to look after bis baggage ; ' ami^ 
3S &rtunately, he arrived oa deck ju9k'ia 
time to hear tbe hiotory of bis mteoded 
aotagODisty givsn by Mrsu Leary to Mrs. 
CVDowd. From thU he learoed, ^ that 
Mr. Lynch niamtained, by bis enertkwB» 
bis whole famjly^ conBirtiiig ^ a para* 
lytic gran^tliery a widoi^edr oiotber, 
and six yo%iflg brothe» aod «istors ; aad 
altboiigfa devotediy attadbed to*^ a smM 
amiable^ and k^eiy young womaB, he gave 
up every idea of bis owa indtvidiial hi^pi- 
nes9, 1er tfte eake of those iv^o hod no dcK 
pendeoce upon eartb but bimself/^ 

^O Heaven!" thougbt the recoOkig 
Gbarlee, ^ and sbatt I, like a dire asaasstS) 
aim at tbe lue of this inestimable man, to 
bereave so raany at subsistence ^«^No, 
amiaible Lynch ! wIki art far, far exalted 
above me, wbo am useful to no one : — no ; 
your life, »ay ^hat you will, sball ever ba 
held as sacred by me as your virtues/' 

Scarcely had Charles pronounced bis 
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nontal sotiloqfuy, when Ljmcfa apfmu^ed } 
aad .t0. tim atnaanmfint and cba^in €^ 
jovaag Learjr^ Mn Momoft Amt ^kh Ihe 
lund : '0£ atmty tor tlie «aA» Hf^bdn» Iha 
pngwiiiig üMMBOit he bad been ^Kwit tt> 
diallenge) aad xequeatod bis üorgiveiiess 
£oi! maigr rüde and ahaurd thmga b0 h^d 
add tv Uttir;. all. arhinigt fram «atc^ufbad 
ia^petuiMity' t)f Irnnpao, and ^6 #H9C(i^ 
eqptnaa «f a nuidoa il Ifcba; woiMt a»d 
Jijndi^pkaaed aHd^aatobiBfaed ab sii^ aa 
unthougfat of apology, coidiidly: laak bil 
ofiered band. 

At length tbeir auspicious voyage ter- 
minated, and a safe landing placed our 
partj upon Welch ground ; when a general 
Separation of tbe packet passengers en* 
sued, all retiring to the different inns or 
hoteis they were bound for* 

Lord Derville, from wishing to lessen 
the expense of travelling as much as pos- 
sible, had determined there shoüld be no 
lingering upon ihe read; and therefore 
stipulated, that be was to be the arranger 
of tbeir journey« He regulated for their 
starting early the foUowing morning j and 
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in consequence, none of the Ravenswood 
party saw Captain Arund el ere their de^ 
parture from Holyhead, as his ill health 
compelled him to a longer indulgence in 
the renovating power of sleep. However, 
Charles left a few lines expressive of 
the interest he feit for him, with a re» 
quest, tbat he would let him know upon 
his arrival in London wfaere to find him ; 
but» like a wild Irishman, omitted a re-^ 
quisite Ibr compliance with this request». 
his own address. 


y- 
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CHAPTER V. 

• * ' 

AoREEABLT to the plan of Lord DerviUe, 
he permitted no inspection of sights m 
any of the places his party passed through ; 
only altowing safficient pauses for ne'» 
cessary refreshment of food and rest: 
so tfaat, on the evening of the fourtb day 
after their sea voyage was . accomplished» 
they arrived at Freecasde's hotel in Al- 
bemarle Street ; where . the horror of his 
lordship, on leaming the sum which his. 
lodgings only, in this magnificent hotel» 
would impoverish him by, which a friend 
in Dublin had dritten to secure for him — ^ 
almost led him to run off with his whole 
party to some obscure inn ; but the 
courteous nuzitre iP hotel informed his 
lordship : 

" That he could procure nothing 
cheaper in London» at that unprecedented 
period of throng, expectation» and ardent 
curiosity; since every person of conse<« 
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quence in the United Kingdom was press- 
ing forward to the metropolis to behöld 
the illustrious guests» Coming to evince 
their gratitude, hy a Visit to a country 
to which they owed so much: — that for 
bis put, he almost angored a latnentabk 
MBLT>(ätty of pvorasioos y wfaile ithot* eooki 
be procured n the getttsiil aeramfafe 
would fae vtfrded at s prios ö»paral*- 
lel«5d/v 

^^ Büt aib to these aJBaartmentls, my Iwd/' 
co&tinued Mr. Freec»d9, '^ if they da 
not meeü yaur * a^pproimtioxl^ I wouid by 
HO means wish -yduto Tvmain > in* them an 
hour« * It mü proire na soart oi incoiiv«- 
Hieace to »e» taUng ^em xsff yomr lord- 
ship's hands; as^ I banre faeen rqpeate^y 
ofered, «noe you» worthy Mmd, my 
excelient potron^ Lord HillgrcBiiaiit se» 
ciired them fbr you^ more than double 
what your lordriiip is to hat« them for; 
and indeed, there is at this very nbineiit 
tiie (want-eonreur of Sir Squuander Strew- 
gold arrived, to <iflfer me a carü Uanebe for 
any apärtments in my hcMise. Aad tkese 
are Sir Squander's faTourittt mdteJ^ 


iaüflnalfoil al hoving . aMtared a .baqg^o^i 
wNild bjr 00 steam agrte <ip reHoquifih: 
ib| thcwgh Btin }|e gpQoanBd in iipif it fortim 
aoital of bub' mlmMe «ev firkod^ tb« 
tjilJAji :.Mr. StmenA^ to cpj^e. a. foddJkOf^ 
£ar hiia f hdi. Im bid kA Um ioni thi^ ide et 
AoglwM)^ ^bteHtDilad vto walk bis jouroey 
tbratigb Waksi to coatratqüate $oeoBi3fi 
tberafoni» alai! be coold eber leb hq . es^ 
peetadtm oß bis äiidi^ fop a «edi: al leaat 
cf nttow» 0]ipettsd$ ta «Mie. 

Mr. Freecasdle biad not sf^kea hjptt*^ 
boliaally» wben bs aobouneed bJ6 bouae 
fiiUi abnoit bf^ond the posaibiUty of emn- 
fiNTtaUe aoeommodalioii» for iavery a|mxt«> 
ment in it liTas ooaupied; so uoivarsaliy 
mge^itb^tigjSto^^ of curio^ity^ ta behold 
Um «Qnst^tton of SQvereigpft and hi^oas» 
<Mim]ig to beam i\mv hrilliaiicy in the 
Briitiib metrcqpoHa. Tb« p^rpotuäl ciQg« 
log of the summiming belUt tha inoessaat 
baa^ fwt'fßJAR of fiittiogiwaitars aod other 
^ttsndante; the hunberiag of baggage ia 
(TOQveyaiioe.;» the. rattliog; of glaases and 
erookery^vstni^ in f equiiBkioii for tb^ var 
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rious dinoers ; the unceasing roll of car« 
siages to the door, with loud knocke 
and heavy peals, come either to requüre 
accomoiodation, or to vint those who 
were fortunately aceommodated ; alto- 
getfaer made up a combination of sounds^ 
stunning to the äuricular £sicultie8 ofthose,« 
who, for almost their whole lexistence, had 
v^etated in the sombre stillness of a lone- 
ly mansion, sequestered in a thick wood, 
and secluded from sodety: whilst upon 
the nerves of some of this long entombed 
party this clang of bustle Struck with 
dtsmaying effect; for Bosa trembled at 
eVery new sound, in apprehension of she 
knew not what of coming niiscfaief; and 
Lady DervUle shrunk from all the ctiscom- 
fort, this specimen gave, of what the tumult 
of a aeason in London would prove to her; 
and trembled in apprehensive terror at 
what of evil might result to her yet im« 
macuiate young people from it. 

Scarcely had Mrs« O'Dowd returned 
to the drawing*room after their late dinner, 
tban she sent to purchase ibe Peerage, 
and also, in compliance with the advice 
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of the waater who executed her com- 
mission, a visiting book, to iead her ta 
the i^dence of her friends in London. 
From .the moment she obtained the for» 
mer, üfitü tbat of Separation for her mght's 
repose^r.she pöred over it; and- coüld 
only achieve the discovery of her dear 
sister-fnend, Lady Harriet, (H* Charlotte 
A. B. C. D.» wfaom she at length iden- 
ttfied as Lady Cecilia Dervent, daugh- 
ter to the £arl of Seabrocdc, and wife to 
a ieamed law lord, the Earl of Flowerdew ; 
<^ But, without the trouble of rapping at, 
one wrong door, thanks to the mighty 
clever heads of the ingenious Englisch ! 
her visiting book presented her at once 
with the very house of her . friend in 
* Mansfield Street, Portland Race*' '* 

** I will go to-morrow morning/' she 
exclaimed in an ecstasy of delight, and 
call upon my beloved firiend Lady Flower« 
dew." 

*^ But what excuse^ iny honey^ will you 
make to her ladyship/' demanded Mr« 
Mon^on with an expressive smile, '^ ibr 
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swofffing awaf her daar bedpwke witik 
Vine the JQwelle? f 

.*^ Ab^ DOW' that's tue! wImiiI «xcase?*' 
replied Mrs. O'Dowd^ a little (ÜBOonceitedi 
at tbe mtoward fenenhcBBoe» ^' Why 
a^««becau8e»«-QbI faecause its form, went 
out of fafthion." 

'^ Oh { thwe is fashion then in ftiaftdr 
ship?'^ responäed Charles; '^ but I waa 
goQse enough to faiicjr tha. form o£ iia 
ohains could never Tuy/' 

^* Bttt women's friendthip, you. men 
affirm/' siud .Rosabella, making aai eflbrt 
at her natural gaiefy» *^ canmt snstain 
chains^ since made fbr lighter boods i-'-the 
gaäanda of fancy, tiie gassamer weh thaft 
flits oa air in summer weather/' 

*' Never were the boods of ftmale 
firiendahip mwe accurately defined, by all 
tfaat's capricioasP^ exelaimed Mr. Stem«* 
hasn, enraptured ; but in a tone of afiected 
vivacity so dissonant to bis disposittoo« 
tiiat all wba heard Um were electrified 
by it». in ibe belief tfaet the Fort wine» 
which he was unaccwtomed to-«*«nd Laid 


Derväle, OS lesrnifig tlie prioe ofclsri^i 
ioA foKborna to ordter any — had mounted 
into the h«fld of this hitherto aufitere H2H 
bending man. 

^^ It wan playfiiily deflmd ;. but not in 
my dMf Rosa's^ own «nimated' «ones/* said 
Ladj Dervttte. *^ You ave grwtlj ^ 
tig»dd, s»f dear, hy yimr lot^ ext^at of 
journey; or eise you-ffeel too deeply the 
late calamütouB overtbrow to yoar reasön- 
aUj fminded expectalioDs/^ 

Sosabeila'» sparks were äf once sab- 
jugated' by t^ too keenly lelt remaik; 
and without power to restrain her feelinga» 
she bunst into tear»«^in«taBdy, and ere our 
poor heroiiie conld eßect her retreat from 
the room, Lady M«liora Utew to her, threw 
h« aitos arovod her neck, and wbikt sym- 
pathetic dropa trembted in her öim beaur 
tiftd eye»» exdaimed : 

^^ Why take this disappointment to yonr 
hopes so'b^erly to beart« my own Rosa? 
Is not my gmndmotber, your grandmotfaer ? 
My brothefs^ yonrs too Tand am not I 
yoar sfSter, mope Wiäetfy attached tö.you 
dum any otW, küowingyo« so loog-eai. 
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ever be ? And do, not believe the friends 

\ 

you are withheld from could love you 
better, or half so well» as those to whom 
you are spared.** 

Rosabella» now completely subdued by 
her gratitude ta Lady Meliora for this 
affecting tenderness» sobbed her conyulsive 
reply, as she pressed her affectionate friend 
to her bursting heart. 

*^ Bon soirj grandmama ; and all of you, 
good folks,'' Said Lady Meliora, vaviog 
her band; ^^ Rosa and I are hurrying to 
our nests, for the preservation of our com- 
plexion.** 

^^ Good night, my chUdren^* replied her 
ladyship, with an affecting emphasia, that 
instantly led Rosabella to fly to her, snatcb 
her band, and press it with fervour to her 
quivering lips;. but without power for 
articulation, she darted after Lady Me« 
liora. 

Mrs. O'Dowd, all wild impatience to 
behold herseif attired in the most ^^ stylish 
costume of lumt ton,*' determiqed not to 
delay her visit to Lady Flowerdew, that 
9he might initiate her in' the true trwsit 
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of real fashion's artisans. Accordingly»' 
after infinite diflSculty» and at an immensely 
expensdve rate, which made Lord Derville 
groan for the arrival of Mr. Foxcraft— * 
procüring jöb-horses for her carriagej 
since every faorse was in requisition to 
whirl the tfaronging votaries of curiosity 
through the ronnd of Coming pleasure» 
she set out for Mansfield Street; not ä 
litde disconcerted, howover, at the short 
stay she had been allowed to make in 
Dublin having prevented her procüring 
a more dashing moming drese» tban the 
one she was compelled to make her first 
impression in ; and rather disappointed at 
Lady DerviHe, from not knowing what 
kind öf reception her ci-devant^end. Aight 
give her, permitting only our heroine to 
be her companion on this trial of the 
permanency of female frieodship» 

Rosabella feit no great expectation of 
much pleasure being derived from a visit^, 
where, if even recognition awaited Mrs« 
O'Dowd, no great cordiality might mark 
her reception; but still more powerful 
became her timid apprehensions upon the 


'^ 
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» 

subject, wfaen, upon besng adinitted «t 
Lord Flowerdiew's, Mra, 'O'iDcmd desfared 
the announcing servant to inrookraii \set 

•«7 • 

^ My Honey !" 

^< Mr». fioneywood; did yoa ^se^, M^^ 
dam f^' demanded the asaii) jnst as Üiey 
veacbed the room they were to b^ nsecmd 
kl. 

^•No,Sir. ;Rfy Honey {*• 

T^ sen^nt, alKkou)^ yMi an ini|si* 
sitiv« gknce at lüie strangens^ not paiinps 
«Bmiiiigkd witb dann, did as iie was da» 
snißd, whenr a temarkabiy ategswi/aiidsteüt« 
k^y ine ^»Kinafi, aboiit Mf«. O^ßofmKi 
Mm titte of Ufe, direw down the book sk^ 
kad becHft^ neadiiigi and bukstkig mtty a 
%k &i risünility, isfprung ftom iwr sea«, snd 
kastened towardfr Mvs. O'Dowd wkb emr 
tended haada, exdaimmg : 

^^ Cead ndUeßMm *^, tt> my k«fi»y ! 
The very words you taugfit «lö at Bathy 
you See, stored «ip to kid yott ten thoasand 
times welcome to m« m London ; and 

• « 

* Ten thoasand w^eümef^ 




yet» witfaöttt' that idenüfying apfidinboii^ 
ten thmoaikd to one I sfaoi^ have reRMin- 
bfifiodjFOtt; aad Ao tme biit my honey woiild 
have thought of so ready a passport to my 
iseogntlMn. Aad hom baxre yon beeh, 
tiifitt fQiirte6tt>eaca of transportatiQB, Axim. 
which y cm we bow roternad t& »e ? JLnd 
tibuB lovdly ap|icnda|gpB ! wjbo am I to have 
the {deaatve of addraaaiag^ in her:?'' 

** Wby, a kyreiy and ibm plant firowibe 
botanic place of xay iburteen yeara of 
CBompuhalnry spjourn/' ratumed Mcs» 
O'DMfd mn'i\mg, an^ oordially repajoiig 
the grasp of fiiendly recognition : '^ Mias 
Eredeiick^ a 'ivacd of tasj aeighbouec and 
ftiendy tiie Ccamteoi Domget of Deiu 
laUe." 

^ And yonr looks pffocUm yovr bairiiig 
been well and happy aiixse ym meV^ aaid 
Lady Eloarerdew. ** Aad latoir a mg a ih r 
it was, that only last pight my. ccaiahi 
Harry JEUtttliogham was iremindiDg me of 
you and your eharmiag spirata, and neitbcar 
of US cotttd remenber your nanre; for 
all reminiscence of t^at was lost in your 
s^naminaftipn of» my honey! and this 
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opportune reverting to you and your cheer- 
fulness was most fortunate; or probably 
I might not so speedily have recognized 
ypu.** 

Mrs. O'Dowd now inquired fbr Lord 
Flowerdew, and if there were a»y other 
individuals she ought to ask for? 

^< My Lord is as gay, and sleek, and 
well» as an insatiate feeder on musty parch- 
ments can be ; and as to other individuals» 
I have seven animals, in the form of pet 
lambs, you may ask for^ at grass npon^ 
Wimbledon common, where we have a 
Villa." 

^* And now let me ask»" said Mrs». 
O'Dowd, ^^ what became of our dear 
friend, Miss — Miss — dear me, I shall for« 
get my own name next— but we were both 
so fond of her at Bath. Did she marry 
your Cousin Rattlingham ? and is ahe alive» 
or dead ?" 

^' Alive» and in high preservatiön ; but 
not as Mrs. Rattlingham :-^no, you stood 
a much better chanoe there. — ^No^ our 
friend Mary did not enter the pale of 
matrimony until about four years since; 
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when, completely withering upon the stalk, 
with parents dead and brothers married, 
and caring little for a fading sister, without 
the consequeace of riches ; sbe was glad 
to condescend to become the wife of a 
man who can keep a coaöh for her, and 
a house in Fitzroy Square : but the man is 
a bete, and canaille into the bargain ; some 
sort of a projector ; but respectable how- 
ever in this line, for government patronize 
him, and have made a simpk knight of 
him ; therefore she is now Lady Wilemore, 
still tolerated by her own family and 
friends, who are all most horridly an- 
noyed by the volgo relatives of Sir Gil- 
bert« 

A loud assault of the street-door having 
anticipated a visitor, at this moment Lady 
Wiiemore was announced. 

*• Hush ! " exclaimed Lady ilbwerdew, 
with her finger on her lip, •* let us see 
if she will recoghize ere I announce you/^ 

Lady Wiiemore, highly rouged, and 

^ttired^ in the extreme of fashion, made 

her appearance, and flying ujp to Lady 

Jßlowerdew» took both her hands in a rap 
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tttre of fn^eidshit^'s gfeeting» as she exr 
claimed : 

^^ My dear Gecilia, how I rejgÄBe to'sce 
you looking so di^inely» that youcan hai^e 
HO excuse for not taking one row of my 
bax at Drury • Lana^ off tny iianda :tbii 
^venifig. My brodotor Frank,, and party^ 
have disappoitited me, ör I shoald not 
hwi had a place to öffet to a momse." 

^* I caiinot posstbly promiBe for aay 
tfaiDg, until those eomtag wcmdehi havt 
patd their visit/' 

" But, as they are not yet arrhred, yoa 
may snirely snatcfa one piay> befoie tliey 
come to monopoÜEe our tiine«'' 

** You forget, we are in momentary ex^- 
pectationt]f thetn :-**^that every eye isf fixed 
upaa tigre telegraph, ga^pn^ i^r tbe welcome 
sentence — * They are landing^' so flatter 
ymirf^f not» that any mortals iirfU;immure 
themselvcis in a play-^house» wbiUt the 
Chance of' boaring the chaiiot wbeete of 
tbese, triutnphaüt heroes fiasiitig even in 
tWtUght IS hold op^i to the& :— ^but after 
tbese wonder» make tfaeir «xit, reniMQbar» 
any good daings m the way of .amown^nt 


J[i06AB£LLA» ^5 

yeu can oblige me withi I hold in re^iai^ 
tion for an old friend of yaurs and mwe^ 
■—my hoiiey." 

"My^what?'' 

^* ^y honey i Surely you must remenip- 
ber the lii^ely niece of .Mrs. Le Hunte^ 
for you were dreadfuUy jealaus of Harry 
RatlingkaHi'ft admiratiou. of bor/' 

'* Oh ! tbe defnendent niece^ of a Hot- 
teisJi^t Irishwoman ! Odious I I shall not 
aociMiHiodate her» iodeed/' rejdied Lady 
Wilemore, not pleased at the allusion tp 
hßf je^ousy. 

** I See you do not remember the in- 
dividual I mean/Vsaid Lady Flowerdew, 
siiocked at the rudeness she bad Üiougbt- 
lessly caused utterance to. 

^' But I do^ although I forget ber name, 
it was such an O'Flununery of a.yulga'- 
rity/' ' 

" Mone and mors you- convince ;inc, 
we do Bot meaa^e ^anoe person, Fray 
my dear aaa'atfi^ can you remind.me of 
tbe iWEae: of m^rbeaey/' ^äid Lady EloWQfr 
dew, addressing Mrs« 0'P€>wd«^: : . ^ 

^VRe^lly sbe bas bad ao satu^- naHaea^ 
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it is rather a puzzle/' replied Mrs. 
O'Dowd. 

" Oh ! au unconscionable» marrying up 
woman ! let us talk no more of her,** ex- 
rlaimed Lsrdy Wilemore; ** and do teil 
me, if you can iHu:ommend an admirable 
governess to me?" 

" Will I answer?'* demanded Mrs. 
O'Dowd, looking archly at Lady Flower- 
dew. " Because it would be just the thing 
for the dependent niece of a Hottentot 
Irishwoman : or perhaps my vulgarity of 
name may negative me ? hey ! my ho- 
ueyr* 

**Oood Heaven !** exclaimed Lady Wile- 
more, highly disconcerted j " it is not pos- 
sible you are my honey.** 

" Why, I think she has evinced~ her 
Ttffinity to the sweets of human compo- 
sition,*' said Lady Flowerdew, smiling. 

** I know,'* replied Lady Wilemore, 
anxious now, by an overflow of conde- 
scension, to bear down all remembranee 
•of her unlucky Speeches: *^ I know she 
never could have acquired the appellation 
of honey, had she not been a sweet crea- 
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ture, although you see my treacherous 
memory allowed every trace of our dear 
lively Bath friend to slip out of it ; and 
permitted me to snatch up some ideal 
fancy to embody for her; But really, my 
dear boney friend, as I do absolutely begin 
to remember you, and your very charming 
venerable aunt, Le — Lar-rLe — ^La Hoyde, 
and the delectable days I glided through 
in yoar beguiling society, permit me to 
take you by the hand in amity ; and to 
express my infinite regret at not having 
had the good fortune to meet you some^ 
days since ; as a few evenings ago I had 
an admirable — ^nay, a süperb concert at my 
house, in Fitzroy Square : — - had I not, 
Cecilia? and I do assure you, I should 
have been most happy to have received 
you. I should indeed ! nay, really I should ; 
and be assured I do not merely say so be« 
cause the concert is past^ and that at pre- 
sent no one can form parties ; but in abso- 
lute sincerity : and indeed, I might then 
have contrived to introduce you to some 
eligibles." 
" But come now,'* said Lady Flower- 

YOI4. !!• F 
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deWf anxious to terminate this condesceTid- 
ing impertinence, " having convinced us 
you ate come post from Hybla^ do impart 
to u» some of those appellatives, that have 
been tnakmg their transit round you, on 
your wr/%-way/* 

** The name my sponiors gave me," 
replied Mrs. 0*Dowd, smiling, ** and 
\fhich seems wholly to have absconded 
from your repositories of retentiön, was 
Dbra ; that my father honoured me by, 
Sftopferd : when my wf7%«-way commenced 
it» ileuble pdth, my husband sfaackled me 
'vrÄh that of Altermont ; and fortune has 
now crowned aH, with an alia*j even sur- 
passing O'Flummery !— but don*t let us 
mind it now/* 

*" But now^ or never/* exclaimed Lady 
Rowerdew ; "* for I sball die of curiosity, 
and never hear it.'* 

Mrs. 0*Dox^ prctianding to affect, what 
she really did ffeel*, horror at her name» 
pronounced^ the tettfers of it, but left them 
to give Sound to the Afhole, 

" But you mentioned fortune/' exclaim- 
ed Lady Wilemore, not even sparing- one 


€€ 
€€ 


ROSABELLA. d9 

smile for the ludicrous tone in which her 
dear Jriend sung out the lettefs of hier 
name. ^^ Do you mean, that yoiii faäve 
changed your name for. a fortune, my ter^ 
dear Jriend ?*' 

« Even so/' replied Mrs. 0*DoWA 
*• Fortune güds the vulgarity it has giveit 
me, wy dear friend/* 

What, a large fortutie ?** 
Why, sufficient fo authorize its böin^ 
Said, • that Captain Älermortt O'DbWd^ 
R. N., and his honöy, haVe got ihörö ttid^ 
ney than wit.' " 

^* But pt^y/' deihanded Lady Röl*^. 
dew, with cöfrespoüding^ platyftilne^Ä', " t& 
whal teiise döesi this faVouf of föttutte 
bölong? Ta thfe presönt, öl-, as man/ 
estates I häve heard of in the Eittetald* 
Isle, tt> the futüfe r' 

« Oh !" rtjplied Mr»; O^Dowd; ^ I coft- 
jugafe I liaVe,-i-tiot I shall or will hai%/* 

« Wdi; tten, I dö' ^th siticserity cm* 

gratölat€J yö«, rtty hoiifey!" sätd* LttA^, 
FloWefdAW, witil^ sinil6 6f pleä^üre. : 

Sbiüe qii«MJieniS eäg^ly' aiked by Ltfdy 
Witei^Me Ki(]^Ileir ät l^gth' itito tftä wh^d 
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histoiy of the party of which Mrs.O'Dowd 
for^iedone; atleast, all of the bistory which 
Mrs. O'Dowd considered likely to raise 
her consequence : with the accompaniment 
of such embellishments, as she thought 
would contribute to that pnrpose ; namely, 
dpubling the. fortune of the Ravenswood 
family, and announchag Rosabella as a 
ward of Lady Derville : details listened to 
with the most profound attention by Lady 
Wilemore, who, whilst Mrs. O'Dowd de- 
tailed, was making her eager calculations 
upon how she could speculate for her own 
advantage, through her divcrsified powers 
of manceuvring, upon the Derville family» 
and this her ci-devant friend^ and now 
wealthy acquaintance ; since ever to her 
own interest she was widely awake: for 
although Sir Gilbert had rendered himself 
tolerably wealthy by his ingenious specu- 
lations, yet he had such constant demand 
for large sums to promote the success of his 
undertakings, that he could. not yield his 
fair spouse means to gratify her taste for 
expense; and, from this cause, she had 
leamed to become as expert a mroiector as 
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himself : but, unlike her husband's specu- 
lations, hers required no cash ; for hers 
were to supply, by her profound poUcy^ all 
that Sir Gilbert was compelled to withhold 
froqa her, 

The principal field of Lady Wilemore's 
manoeuvring prowess was that of obliging, 
with the view of obtaining cent per cent 
interest for her dvilities; and to confer 
trifling favours, where she doubted not <^ 
receiving those of importance in return. 
She was also deeply skilled in the manage- 
ment of winding round those who had in« 
fluence in places of public amusement, to 
secure^ for her plans, boxes at theatres, 
and tickets on particular occasions; whÜst 
to shop for country friends^ or attend those 
in town to emporiums of her recommend* 
ing, were amongst her most favoutite 
arrangements : since, from those she thus 
brought Cttstom tOy she could command 
long credit for herseif; and where she 
could' manoeuvre off their old-fashioned or 
imperfect commodities upon rüstic simple^ 
tons, she knew her right became. indis« 
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putal^e^for obismixig a rewarding bargain 

Tbat Mrs. O'Dowd was a promisiiig 
subject fQr such speculatioos of interest, a 
few words only, spoken upon the subject 
of dress, fuUy informed her ; she therefore 
prQ^lpt;j[y pfl^red her Services to her dear 
frißniy who thankfuUy accepted her pro- 
lOised kindAess, wheo di^appointed in Lady 
Flower()b&w'9^ making no similar offer ; but 
^hiß j^kixigly elegant peeress feit no si»rt 
oi jwjcjinatijon fpr volunteering in such 
Irpybl^; and be^ides, she well knew the 
§in^9)b«ir X^ady Wilemore woidd never for- 
give her, if she rescued this promising 

p^ize frosit iier fangs. 

Lady Wüempre^ always anxious ibr her 
equipage to be seen at the doors of the 
milliners and shops she patronized, pro«- 
nounced her landau more convenient and 
comfortable £br the conveyance of three 
than the chariot of Mrs« O'Dowd ; and 
arranged that they should proceed imme^ 
diately in it from Lord Flowerdew's, to 
iBake sooie immediate purchases ; as Mrs« 


O'Dowd had declared^ " she could not be 
$een by the emperor, the king, and the 
hetman, without a cotnplete alteration in 
the style of her cosiume/' 
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GHAPTER VI. 

On alighting at Lady Wilemore*s princi- 
pal miUiner's, from whose door half a dozen 
gay equipages möved off to make way for 
our party, a young girl, displayingly ar- 
rayed as a model of fashion^ opened the 
doori and let them into a hall not unwortfay 
of the mansion of a peer; where vases, 
statueSy and grecn-house plants were ar- 
ranged in attestation of taste and affluence* 
Another model from the torturing chisel 
of arbitrary fashlon, wedged into a bodige 
and petticoat many sizes too small for her 
embonpoint form to breathe or move freely 
in, ushered them up a staircase, finished 
in the first style of architecture, and orna* 
mented with every trapping of luxurious 
prodigality, and into a magnificent suite of 
apartments, furnished with velvet and silk 
draperies, paintings, gildings, mirrors, &c. 
«cc ; in Short, with the whole display of 
expensive and fashionable household em- 
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bellishment, to render the altitude of Mrs, 
DizenalPs line of business unquestioüable. >. 

Almost immediately, the freemasonry of 
Lady Wilemore's Signals being perfectly 
comprehended by the high priestess of this 
temple of fancy, that süperb dame man? 
oeuvred her extricatioD from attendancie 
upon a lady of fashion» deep in Mrs. Di- 
zenalFs books, to pay her obsequious de- 
voirs \17here she understood there would be 
prompt payment, and a good subject for 
the fascinations of finery; and mth the 
most cpndescending smiles she approached 
this new victim to her . temptations, ^ho 
did not very rapidly make her decisions, 
since it was no trivial matter of unim* 
portant consideration to strike out the 
most ' becomingly attractive attire, to ap- 
pear before princes and beroe^; and to 
combine, without a predominance tö give 
offence, the complimentary colours and 
costume of the allies, and their renowned 
and illustrious generals« 

At length, however puzzled our Hiber- 
njan yotary of fashion . fomid herseif» she 

F S 


106 «OSAIBIXA. 

did contrive to deteraiiae «pcm «n ondcr^ 
90 «atirfactory to the grandee, wlio coo- 
deacended to adorn her, that Lady Wfle* 
nore was allowed to supply hendf witb a 
bonnet and qpeacer upon her own primt 
06€t tertM. 

'^ When all was nearljr amnged for traas- 
forming Mrs. AleraKmt (yDowd ioto a 
walkmg «pecimeii of the costume of aH 
nationsy a most vivacious little woman 
of about fiflty years old, attired with alltke 
presnming lioense of a beauty of eighteeo» 
catne rtishing into tbese graodly gay apart* 
ment0, talking moat audibly, aithough 
without a oompanion to caU forth her 
volubilky, disteoding her arma in attrac* 
tive action, tossing her head^ shnigging 
her Shoulders, and diatorting her whole 
form for admiration. 

*^ Oh ! mv dear Dizenali !'^ sbe exclaim« 

m 

ed| twirling the high priestess of &8hion 
round from her attendance upon Mra« 
O'Dowd, to monopoliae her to herseif; 
^* Oh 1 Biy dear Dizenali ! J am in the 
utmost afflictaon! almost distracted with 


dcmkur! ^nd you must ei:^t all yeur 
possible energies to mitigate fny g$4^ 
mity." 

'* Asiuredly, marchioness. But iif^at 
bas befallen you of misfortuo^ ? ToHF 
last point dres3 not fractured yet?** 

*' Ye gods forbid ! But tbat very point 
dress forms part of the aggravation of ipy 
malbeur. You must know/' her lady«^ip 
continued, ^peaking quick, and lisping 
with childish coquetry, parceiving she had 
attracted Observation, whilat she played 
with the fluttering leavei of a flower in 
a cap, on one of the $tands before her« 
*• You must know, mon pere (who ha3 
had such robust health, I tbought as jmuch 
of his dying day as of my own) is going, 
as unopportunely as unexpectedly, to tip 
off the perch ; nay, from the nature of the 
dispatch I had, mu^t have absolutely tip- 
ped off by this time. So, there is a pretty 
Job I What am I to do ?" 

** So, so,*' whispered Lady Wil^more, 
" we shall now find out if une pgroentae 
marchioaess ever had a father-^it h^uf b^^n 
doubted.** 
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^ Do ! Why, go into mourning to be 
sure, marchioness/' 

** Ah ! there's the rub, Dizenall ! At 
such a mal d propos moment, i;?hilst these 
monarch» are to be here ; and all the world 
blazing in brilliancy." 

*• It is indeed, too provoking. But, 
cannot it be postponed until the sove- 
retgns are gone? Ah! I forget, you es- 
cutcheoned individuals cannot steal to the 
tomb. His relative peers must know it, 
to möum. I forget, too, his lordship's 
title. What a head I have !" 

The ideally juvenile marchioness, blush- 
ed even visibly through her rouge ; and 
stooping for an instant to admire the 
flounces of a petticoat on an approximate 
stand, raised her head with renovated com- 
posure, and infantilely said : 

" But you don*t comfort me, Dizen- 
all.*' 

*' Really," replied the milliner, with 
rather a sarcastic smile, ^^ I should fear 
that was not in my province, if even it 
was an attempt necessary for your lady- 
ship.^ 
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** Not in your province to comfort me ? 
Then whose is it in, if you cannot strike out 
some style 6f becoming mourning for me ?" 

" Oh! if that will do it, there I am 
uufait! — Let me see, ay— there has of 
late, your ladyship knows, been an in- 
novation in costume, of most striking 
efiect : — that of enlivening family mourn- 
ing, even in its first stage, by the gayest 
artificial flowers ; as garlands adorn graves : 
— now your improvement must be, to gern 
yoür grief ; which will still be classically 
correct; as you take for precedent the 
brilliant lights in the black Chamber of 
State ; torches at a midnight interment.'* 

*' Oh ! you heavenly creature !** ex- 
claimed the gay mourner in an extacy 
of approbation. '* I think that will be 
süperb taste ; and vastly becoming too : 
and my Fände admires me much in 
jewels ; and it was in mourniiig— indeed, 
in sombre weeds, I made my conquest 
of him ; and he has Superlative taste !'* 

" For spending money," whispered 
Lady Wilemore. " She made her fortune 
by her first marriage, and has marred 
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it hy htr second, v^bich has just taken 
place ; for that affected old baby is now 
a bride ; and bride to a young, bandsomei 
spendthrift." 

Mri.O'Dowd's "Ah ! my's,'* were prompt- 
)y terminated by the sudden appearance 
o£ four^clumsy girls, attired as »bep- 
herdesseSy in Oldenberg green petticoats, 
so dißplayingly festooned with pink ribbons, 
aa to prove their perfect philosophy in 
«tanding criticism upon tbe sturdihood 
of the limbs, that bore them rapidly into 
the rooin, followed by their stumpy mama, 
whdse caricatura bonnet of the Oldenberg 
form might have served as an avant<wr 
reuTj to clear the way for her party. 

" Oh ! Mrs. Dizenall/' they exclaimed 
all at once, widiout even the necessary 
pause to take breath, after their race 
up stairs ; " you have used us uncommon- 
ly iily to make up these dresses without 
the Cossack thingumbobs, and the Russian 
what-de-callums to the Shoulders, and the 
Austrian fother ttüngs to the backs, and 
ihe Prussian belts, and the deuce knQws 
vhait beaide ; for npw we hear«*-and you 


miist have knowa at the time» ev^y on^ is 
to appear in a sort of uniform upon this 
grand occasion/' 

^^ Indeed/' replied Mrs. Dizenall, with 
the most cool indifference ; ^' a knowledgc 
of this heterogeneous garb has not r^ach« 
ed me, ladies/' 

" No !" cried the misse3, bursting forth 
again; *^ Why then, the uniform to be 
wof n 18 to have four complete quaiters ; to 
be di^tinetly made in appropriata colours 
and form, and then tp be tastefully joined 
together by clasps, made like hands grasp- 
ing in friendship ; one quarter Russian, 
another Austrian, another British, and the 
fburth Frussian ; wbilst th^ head is to be 
d ia Frangoise'' 

** No, no, you fooli^h chits ! I teil you, 
tbis is all a miatake," exclaimed thei^ 
motber, angrily. ** Did not youi* father, 
Mr. Bull, 8ay-*^«ay, for that matter, swear^ 
it was a mistake ; &r that Great Britain 
was to be the head*'' 

*' Really, ladies, I can only sitate ^ain,*' 
said the lofty oiilliv^r, tbat J have had no 
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intimatioti * ofmofletf being the oöly wear* 
on this occasion." 

** There now, how vastiy aggravating all 
this is !*' exclaimed Mrs. BülL " WeU, if 
I have not been trotting my horses into a 
consumption for the last three days, from 
milliners to millitiers, trying to find out 
which of you has the best information, as 
to what is to be the go, that I may order 
the best of my girls' things ; but not any 
two of you can I find in the same story ; 
for you all say, what suits you best — *' 

** I generally do, ma*am," replied Mrs. 
Dizenall, her cheeks glowing with indig- 
nant ire, and her eyes fiashing their angry 
lightning on poor Mrs. Bull, '* and there- 
fore, I request, as my mansion is much out 
of the way of other milliners, that you 
no longer consider it in your beat; lest 
time and space may press too heavily on 
your horses, ma'am, and precipitate them 
into a gallopping consumption ;'* and now 
flying to ring a peal, sbe haughtily and au- 
dibly called out : 

" Call up Mrs. BulPs carriage. It is 
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net a hack I believe ;'' and ere the highly 
disconcerted mama and daughters bad 
shrunk entirely ^t of hearing, she con- 
tinued : ^ 

*' Never admit those people beyond my 
plebeian promenade below/' 

** How lucky we are, my honey," whis- 
pered Mrs. O'Dowd to Rosabella, '^ to be 
introduced by a fashionable ; orwe might 
have been ordiered out sans cer^monie 
too/* 

A very .fine, but bold looking young 
woman, superbly and showily attired, now 
came strutting in, and gaily nodding her 
recognizing civility to the high priestess» 
demanded : 

^^ Dizenall, can you teil me precisely 
where the grand duchess is?" 

Rosabella, smiling expressively at Mrs. 
O'Dowd, darted an identifying glance at 
Mrs. Dizenall. 

<< Because I am positive I saw her just 
now in the Pulteney Hotel, and Sir Francis 
is as positive she- is gone to Dover : — but 
enougb of that,-— teil me, are your fashions 
arrived from Paris fqr this week yet ? L 
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am'faiBting £ot thetß j cannot fwcy my- 
self decent» or fit to be seen by tbe divine 
Alexander^ until I maß decked ß Iß Frßnch 
njMOß ; though Sir Franeu says, I am mucb 
decepter ^jidßtterer to 1>q 9^^o ß Iß Angh^ 
iearr 

Mrs. O'Powd» npv blushing with alariDi 
flew to Airs. Dizens^, energ^tical)y tp 
hope, *^ her ^domments were tp b^ Fa* 
risiän.'* 

*' Of the very first order of haut-Wf^ 
afid the .^rst to displ^y them» Mitdsw»" 
r^plieii the bow cond^sc^ndißg miUittW^ 

** Not the very ßrst yo\x d^c^iviog d—-! 
yoi} !'* e&claimed the last enternd dasheTi 
who then, Iowering her tone a littjiei <^Oifi^ 
tinued, ** Let me but have the very first 
of the Parisisin high tongs^ and 111 b c ^« "^ 
but you ^hall have every ticket fpr all 
the sightö that I can help you to/' 

The tremendous word, which we bsvc 
otnitted, operated like a shock of elec- 
tricity, sending the recoiling and dismayed 
Mrs. O'Dowd and Rosabella to the mo9t 
distant part of the room, followed by Lady 
Wilemore, after a speculatjng whisperto» 
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Mis. J)izert^l »f^n tiie rabject of these 
promised tickets ; and as all 4;b0ir bufiifp^ss 
in this Temple qf Fancy w^ ^ this 
perio4 cpfapletßdf t)i^ «et iwt to tho^e 

Shops in Soßd Strebt, patrpai9^4 ^7 b^^^ 
wily ladyship« 

^^ Ab ! now tf^y bou^y f exclaimed Mrs. 
O'Dowdy tbe fXiovßßnt they were seated in 
tbe carriage^ ^' cfm you teil me who tbat 
elegandy dreßsad youn^ cf eature can be» 
who Üiimcle|re4 oi^t; ^ ow;^ ji^pathema sq 

electrifyip^y ?'* 

*' That," r^pljed Lady Wilemore, " i» 
pne of omr iD09t celebrated courtezans^ 
wbow pre^uii pfppfectetdr is no otber tb^n 
ib# i<ieiitic$I prolU^i^te^ Sir i^rancis, to 
wh^m that silly Juyi^ott« marcbioness hM m^ 
ctißß^d her fprtun^ aßd her happinesfi j aad 
wbo thi^ «too4 g»ping at this adtnired 
cr§ature, wbolly uncomcious this dashing 
appendage wsis part of tbe establishment 
set up by her bridegroom upon bis wealthy 

marriage/' 

^* Ab ! oiy m>w, ORly think of such pro* 
fltgacy !" «Kclaisied Mrs, O'Dowd, " and 
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then too, oonceive Mrs. Dizenall admitting 
sodi a woman.'' 

^ I should think,'' said RosabeUa, ^< Mrs. 
Dizaudl ougfat to have — as weU as a ple* 
beian prom^iade, one appropriated to such 
women as thi&'* 

^ Bot, my lovdy yoong novice ! that 
would never do,*' replied her ladyship j 
^* they are amongst oor mflfiners' best cus- 
tomers, and must be treated accordingly 
for the transient pmod o£ their reign ; 
when they must submit to be hurled down 
to the r^ons of poverty and contempt. 
Besides, they have it so much in their 
power to oblige us nymphs of INana's 
train, throngh the medium of these veiy 
miUiners, that one cannot pout at meeting 
them en passant in a shop or show room.*' 

^ Ah ! now my faoney ! how can they 
oblige US ?" exdaimed the amaxed and un- 
sophisticated countiy gentlewoman, Mi& 
OT)owd. 

^ Why to galas and public amusem^its : 
even where Uiey themselves are exchided, 
they have irequently the power of ob« 
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taioing tickets, which we then can come 
by through a domeur to the trades-people 
they oblige with tbem, sometimes to bribe 
for longer continued. credit, or to delay 
a blow up until the season terminates." 

" My goodness ! what a very stränge 
place this London must be!" said Mrs; 
O'Dowd, by no meam satisfied at the idea 
of sceking amusement through a.passport 
80 obtained. 

At length the Shopping of that moming 
was terminated» and Rosabella, on her re- 
turn to Albemarle Street, hastened to 
detail for Lady Meliora all the wonders 
she had seen. Scarcely had she finish- 
ed what these young novices considered 
intelligence extraordinary, when Mr. Stern, 
ham, who had been out wandering about 
the streets, entered with cheeks flushed 
by Indignation, and with a brow clouded 
by sullen displeasure ; and whoUy forget- 
ful of his intention of commencing amiable 
and lively to fascinate the lovely Rosa, 
burst out, in his inveterate old growling 
tones : 

^^ A pretty spot truly, Madam, you have 
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brought your immaculate Charge to! and 
much-infinite Utility it was, my slaving as 
I have done, to rear them in such spütle^s 
purity ! fbr here they are in the very gang- 
way of ruin. It stares them in the face ;— 
they inhale it in every breath they draw ; 
it hangs like the contagion of pestilence 
over them ; they find it fot their footpatb, 
Madam : — ^it treads upon their heels ; it 
jostles them on the right, and' Shoulders 
them on the left, Ma'am.'* 

*' For the sakö of merey, Mr. 3temham, 
e:tplain your direfirf meaning P' said Lady 
Derville, pale and treniiblin^ witli dismay. 
•* Have my dear dear unfortmiate boys 
been trepanned iiito aüy fktal snare of vice 
or villany?'* 

" Not that I knöW of, Madäm ; but all 
in good time : doubt not süeh ttaps await 
them, when I— -I, clotfaed as I am in thfe 
garb of my sacred function, and dignified 
as I look-, cötild not es\:!ape Ae insult^ of a 
harpy ;— a wretch too who was doubly dis- 
gracing her sex: fbr she was inebriated 
in the &ce of day, and tottering at the 

-tdl«*yirf bw bitrni#. strivhiÄ^ ♦#* ^r^^^^ 
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her equilibrium; and when I started in 
horror at such a spectacle in a raoral coun^ 
try, and raised my hands and eyes, de- 
noting how I was shocked; the beldam, 
who could not stand, could run, for she 
darted forward with a shouting kugh of 
demoniac derision ; and ere I was aware 
such pollution awaited me, she clasped her 
iniquitous arms around me, and imprinted 
a defiling kiss of nauseous iniquity upon 
my abhorring cheek/* 

^ But, my good Sir!" e^tclaimed MrSi 
0*Dowd, eBdeävouring to suppress a smile, 
" da yWL Aot think it judicious, to keep 
your horrors and disgusts from the Ob- 
servation of the individuals who excite 
them in a populous city ; lest, as in the 
presettt instakice, it mäy elicit retort, and 
perhaps of even a more serious nature ?'' 

" Of a more serioud nature ! Heaven, 
Madam ! can any thitig more sefious oC- 
Gm*, t*an to have me arid my elötli so con* 
täwaüBted ? But as to conceaSirig my in^ 
äigi^^öti thuough. poriilanimoüs policy, 
% edktsdenee fdrbids k, Ma'atn." 

•• Thcrt, your conscience nmst feätf yaa 
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about in a moak's cowl, and sufier you 
neither to see, hear, nor comprehend," 
replied Mrs. O'Dowd. 

^' Would to HeaveD, Ma*ain, that could 
be the case, whilst my honoured patroness 
makes her perilous scgourn in this den of 
temptation ; for then I shoidd not be as- 
sailed by sights that deal death-wounds 
to delicacy and good morals ; from which 
my eyes could not take refiige even in 
a shop window, without the danger of 
there beholding specimens of alluring de- 
ceptive wiles, that libel the magistracy fi>r 
suffering them to be exhibited ; and even 
when I raised my eyes in horror from such 
offending sights, what think you Ma'am 
they rested on ?** 

^^ Perhaps a — a^-nun^ telling her beads." 
Said Mrs. O'Dowd. 

** No, Ma'am, no :— but * An Establish- 
ment fi>r Toung Ladies,' emblazoned in 
letters of gold upon a house ; and that the 
veiy nezt door to a consecrated chapelt 
^^d predsely opposite to a boardfing 
school for giik. Fretty lambs ! preparing 
by ezample for the slaughter ! Alas ! alas ! 
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timt Hogarth is no longer in existence to 
portray all this !'* • 

** To portray all what, my dear Sir ?'* 
Said Lady Derville, scarcely able to repress 
tears at the dangers thus vehemently re- 
presented as awaiting hfer grandcbildt%n. 
^' I must own — Meliora. and Rosa, my 
dears» le^ve the room ; I request— I must 
own myself so ignorant, or so innocent, my 
dear Sir, I know not what is meänt by 
^ An Establishment for Young Ladies/ " 

^ Good Heavens, Madam ! does. not the 
glaring iniquity proclaim itself ? An Es- 
tablishment, Madam, for disserainating 
every principle but those that ought to be 
sown in the female heart." 

^' But if thiese establishments were such 
as you conceive them to be, dare they 
proclaim them openly, Sir?" demanded 
Mrs. O'Dowd. " Now it rather strikes me, 
this must be some sort of refined seminary, 
where orpban girls are boarded under the 
eye of a proper chaperon ; where they are 
awaiting — ^nay, perhaps, speculating for 
an eligible matrimonial establishment/' 

** Tut, tut ! no, Ma'am. Any thing po- 

VOL. II. G 
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Utely refiited wodd haist no board to 
vulgarize it. Rely on it, Ma'am, if these 
estabiia^ments are not aü i suspecct them 
to be^ they are at least nurseries ficn: rear- 
ing victims Jar imprefper eataUislunents. 
If not, why assame an ambigaous desig- 
nation ? Why, if th^ are innocent, toOt 
call things by tfae rigbt name, as a ScfcuK^ 
or Boarding Hmise ?" 

Lord Derville and Mc. Motiso», who, 
under the aaspices of a moeroni supplted 
by Mr. Freecasüe, bad been raugitig 
throagh London all tbe moming^ now 
at this moment xetumed only just in time 
to dres» for dinner, and ahnost as mtich 
disconcerted with the metropolis of Eng*- 
land as Mr. Stembam : bis lordship's 
tranquillity ruffled by the exorbitant de- 
jnands. made for every thing ; and bis bro- 
ther's, because the pedestrians patd no 
respect to persona, but shoved and jos- 
tled and took the wall of him ; and the 
Shop boys * attended n6t to his Orders, 
but in tbe midst of his direetions for 

* Shopmen, dien so calied in Trelandt 
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things he was bespeaking, would ask some 
impertinent question of any one entering 
their shop, relative to the expected il- 
lustrious foreigners« 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Lord Derville brought information^ that 
the monarchs and heroes— or rather we 
may say heroes solely, since in this case 
monarchs and heroes were terms syno« 
nymous — ^had reached Dover; that they 
would most probably land that evening; 
and, after Uking their repose at Dover, 
would arrive in the metropolis the foUow- 
ing day: and as his lordship further 
heard*, that nearly the whole population 
of London would pour out upon the Kent- 
ish road, to hail and behold the grand 
procession of Coming wonders; he ar- 
ranged, that himself and party should join 
the anxious enthusiastic multitude at early 
dawn* 

The distress of poor Mrs. O'Dowd 
during this evening of expectation, to 
become initiated in the true knowledge 
of the exact costume it would be style 
to recetve the monarchs in on the sub- 
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sequent moming, proved infinite annoy- 
ance to Mr. Stemham, but a fund o£ 
amnsement to Mr. Monson; whose na- 
tural dispofdtionp ere it had been affected 
by disappointment» was strongly marked 
by arch vivacity. 

'* Cannot Rosa assist you?'' at length 
Chailes demanded ;' ^^ Rosa, whose exqui- 
site taste attired my sister so judidously 
for the jubiiee ?" 

^* Ah, no ! my honey dear ! she could 
deck me widi taste, but not with fashion." 

^ Then, cannot your great ally, the 
waiter, aid yon ? . Tou look surprised at 
the Suggestion ; but as you say, * no one 
can ever bein any difficulty in London, as 
tfaere isalways itome. ingenious. invention 
going forward for the instructioii of stran- 
gers ;' therefore I doubt not, if you apply 
to this aforesaid friend of yours, he will 
infixrm you of some publication to initiate 
you in styüsh costume for every possible 
emergency during this illustrious visit: 
or.periiaps, a gazette. extraordihary may 
be published from the Lord Chamberlain's 


Office to4aghtj for the important purpose 
of dressing tbe ladies/' 

^^ Ah nay ! my honej ! I dare üay ihere 
is noWy" exdaimed Mrau ODowd^ acüially 
finghig tte b^ to ini^[aire ; for althou^ 
sensible and shrewd upon ftny other sab- 
j&cty dress T^^a« hi^ maoia ^ tfid iii '- ber 
fiaB9ionr for «ppessiig in proper ited '^f 9t^ 
llsh costome" atk all im^ocliänt occttiom, 
she was not unfrequentiyiesdM.the isfergfc 

^ Prsfyv Sir/' Awl ctetodnd&d^ ite no- 
'nient Ker iatdligsaveii doo^fed i^er smm- 
indna^ ^^ Tväl tiraire b^ a ^^aaetts.pu^iiBked 
t» T€ga\ate eur coaüante for io^lBcvrow i^^ 

^ Ob^ dear, tilii^ IMjdani»" 1^ man xo- 
plied ;. ^^ tiiere is not ginBg tö bea geneial 
maosrrmgf yoa know, Madaitr^ upon » joy* 
ful ooestgian.? • 

" True, — cettaiiofy ]iot;*^biilpray, Sit, 
bav« you any idiea of; vfaat p»:ticxdar ttyle 
^ dreas will be adopted to-nioriow ? Any 
appropriate bandeaus ? Any laidies im the 
hoase whom you migbt bave cfaanced to 
hear arrapging %/ciy tbin^ upon tbe sab- 

ject r 
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'^ No» Madajn, I haire heard notiiing 
from aay lady ^ but severa! gentleinen have 
ercfered Bluqber whiriveis ajod Plaloff mua- 
tachea fw tfae oecasipcL Laurel of coorse 
wiUbe geoiefally prevalent» and I--I should 
si9poae> the coatume will be auch, w you 
wQukl wear at Keu^iQgtQn Oardens, Mn- 
4aiKi.'' 

Pow Mra. (yi>awd iiow ^iali^d Keii- 
sington Gardens at Moscow, or aoy where 
€ai of tfae «MD^a bead } for tihe still was as 
jBsch at a loa» a9 ever ; never baving baeu 
tfaM«^ ahe biew jacfl tbc^ asa^t p&leb h^ 
diresa was to be canied t^( atul iwt wiUUis 
tD betfay her igm»ra»et» -she pooderad ruo- 
fally upoQ tbe knotty poiirt, UBtü arouaed 
ürom Her Mabanras^^g meditatioQ by 
Chades, teqiieatiQg to kiiov: 

<* Which abe meant to adopt for l^efself, 
tbe Blücher whiskers or Platoff musta- 
ches? 8ince, for tbe aake of variety, be 
ahould assume tbe otber/' 

Cbaries asked this queation witb ao mm^ 
comio seriousiiesa of importance, that eveo 
tbe cottsequetttial waiter could not stand 
ita effect» and was compelled to. retreat,.l^at 
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his broad grin should offend Hrs^O^Dowd« 
who, too sweet tempered to feel anger at 
whatassailed herown risible faculties, now 
declared Mrs. Dizenall must extricate her 
froin her perplexity ; and accordingly an 
express was dispatched for ^^ stytish cos- 
turne** to receive the monarchs on the 
morrow ; an order tbat was instantly com- 
plied with, to the high delight of thia ama- 
teur in fashionable drapery. 

And« through this whole evening Lady 
Derville feit fully as perplexed as Mrs. 
ODowd had been, but with the accompa- 
ntment of extreme distress \ since all her 
faars relative to the possible attachment of 
Mr. Monson to her protigie^ had found 
revivah His eulogy of Rosa's taste had 
been marked by her with terror ; terror, 
which painfuUy increased, when the tone 
of asperity Struck on her ear» in which 
he aflerwards reminded Mrs. O'Dowd^ 
^* that Miss Frederick's elegance of per- 
«eption had suggested the idea of wearing 
laurel :— yet she had been unattended to/' 
She had also seen his. eyes» expressive 
^^QO common interesti frequently tumed 
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in sympathy upon the. dejected object of 
her lang cheriahed apprebension ; and 
above all, she had • made the tortunDg 
Observation, that througbout tbeir IcMig 
journey, and since tbeir arrival at Mn 
Freecastle's» tbe eye o£ admiratioa paid 
its iinequivocal bomage to the unobtnisive 
charms of BonbeUa, more exclusively 
than to her own idol Meliora's dazzling 
sttractions ; and now sbe trembled in dis* 
m^Tf lest that veil she bad toiled so in* 
de&tigably to sbade the cbarms of Rosa 
should be now witbdrawn, and Charles 
taught to knqw, that in her portionless 
protSgee were corabined all the superlatives 
he had early determined only to become 
enamoured o£ 

However good the beart of Lady Der* 
viUe was, -her temper never bad borne so 
great a proportion of excellence, and for tbe 
last few years tbe documents of Mr. Stern- 
ham bad not improved it ; and now, anx- 
iety for all tbe mischiefs this introduction 
of her children to society might bring 
to bear, witb all this painfuUy revived 
Bhnxx for tbe beart of Charles, tinctured 

o 5 
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it with all asperity, .which had ncver beea 
perceptible in it heföte; and whcii the 
^atig of momentarily increanng jealomy 
fot the attractioM üf her darling wn su- 
peradded to all thls tMntal gloom» na 
wondir tfaät, without cdmpfitictioni sbe de* 
termined upon öür p0or heroine^s not 
forming one of the spectaton of the Coming 
wonders on the morrow^ le^t in a rtationaiy 
sojoum on the Dover road, eulogiisnit 
might pa99 in the hearing of Charies ujKin 
her beauty, to call into animated glow 
his own apparently awakening adtniration; 

Her ladyship deliyed not cotnmünicat* 
ing her alarms, and consequent determina« 
tion, to Mr. Sternham ; v/he had too many 
apprehensions of his own, relative to Rosa* 
bella, not to add to Ibe terror« of the 
trembling grandmother ; and to confirm 
her in her resolution of conüning our be^ 
roine with herseif on the möfrotr* 

" And yet, I fear, necessity eoitipels ttie 
to act cruelly by so young a creatufe/* 
Said her ladyship, feeling a qualm of com«» 
punction stealing from the repository of 
^ er kindness, as they had come to their 
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fioal decisioD, that to make Rosabella^s 
dqirivation appear a voluntary one» Lady 
Derville should plead indiqiosition, as the 
cau^ of her not forming oae of the party* 

^^ You have no alternative, Madam," 
Mr. Stemham repli^^^r«^^ either you muat 
lie unkind to her in möre Instanees than 
this one, er your grandson's fortune sfi 
marred through life." 

To accomplish this arraogetneot, vfh/^n 
the hour of Separation for the night ap- 
proached» Lady Derville proclaimed her^ 
9d£ infinitely too much indiaposed» to 
think of encountering the fatigue of form- 
ing one of the party, to hail the arrival 
cf the monarchs on the morrow;. Avh^n, » 
her ladyship expected, the grateful Rosa 
instantly announced her deterraidatibn to 
remain at home, to he her beloved bene- 
factress's companion and nurse. A volun- 
tary sacrifice, in its mode of offering, and 
in its efect<*-K)n being without one scruple 
Accepted— *had influence upon tbe heart Qf 
Mr.Monson» more to awaken apprehen- 
sion, than any which might have posaibly 
occurred, from those circumetaaces b^ 
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ladyship feit alarmed at; for when he 
retired to his pillow, the angeiic disposi- 
tion of Rosabella haunted him there j and 
in regrets destructive to his repose, hei 
murmured at no clew having been späred 
by the ruthless waves, to trace in positive 
certainty her family to a noble source ; for 
could that be proved, tibe want öf fortan^ 
or even of that all-surpassing beauty he 
had determined his wlfe should be distin- 
guished by, he thought he could readily dis- 
pense with, and woo her to become his own. 
( On the foUowing . niorning, when our 
heroine appeared in the breakfast room, 
with the calm aspect of unruffled sweet^ 
ness» Charles, affected beyond hts every 
eifort to conceal his feelings, impetuously 
oaught her band with an ardent pressure» 
that both surprised and alarmed her» and 
with evident emotion he said — 

^* This amiable sacrifice ought not to 
liAve been accepted. Lady Derville is not 
ill enough to make it necessary ; — and if 
•Ue i$t none of us ought to leave her — Bot, 
I thinky unkindness to you seems now the 
«yatem of our houae ; and now when disap- 
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pointed of hope of beiog restored to those, 
whom nature woald teach to cherisb you, 
you doubly claim our tenderest attentions« 
—Rosa, I See — I read in every line of your 
intelligent countenance, that you are nei- 
ther well nor happy/' 
^ The aSecting kindness of Mr. Monson's 
fluuiner proved too much for the suscepti« 
ble feelings of Rosabella, who was promptly 
compelled to retreat to her own chambei*, 
to coneeal her fast £owing tears ; and 
Charles sbortly after set out witb bis party, 
his head and heart filled with sympathy 
for Rosa ; and thinking infinitely more of 
her, than of the laureUcrowned heroes he 
was in expectation of beholding. 

For nearly an hour after the flight of 
Rosabella front the breakfast room, she 
indulged uninterruptedly in the sad solace 
of tears, since she had^ manifold causes 
for shedding them ; for now, to her two 
severe heart-rending dis^pointments ex- 
perienced at Myrtle's Town was added 
the certainty of Lady Derville (as her 
suddenly changed manner to her the pre- 
ceding night fully indicated) having once 
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more imbibed fearful alarras fbr tfae af- 
fections of Mr. Monsoh being entoiled bj 
her : and now most deeply slie regretteil 
Mr. Trench and Egremont having deemed 
it necessary, to fetter her with any promise 
of secrecy relative to her attachment td 
the latter, sincethat, confided now to Lady 
Derville, wotild hush for ever all alannt 
of her awakening. 

But Rosabella» never unmindful af the 
duty she owed to Lady Derville, began at 
length to abstract her thoughts from her 
griefs, and to tranquillize her aspect, as the 
hour approached for Lady DerviUe's break» 
fast ; and when she met her kdyship and 
Mr. Sternhem, but little trace was Tisible 
of f hose distresses by which her heart v^as 
saddened* 

Shortly afler her breakfast, Lady Der« 
ville retiring to \^rite letters of importance 
home, our poor heroine was consigned to 
4he recre$ition of, a tete d. tite with Mr. 
Sternham, who promptiy avatled faimseif 
of this golden opportunity of disclosang his 
ardent passioil to the yoiithfui oliject who 
inspired it. 
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RösabeUa was electrified with a&tonish« 
ment, tiöt unblended with fear. She bad, 
of late, not unfi:eg[ueiitly fbrtned a traasiem 
idea of tbe mind of her preceptor being in 
a tottering State ; and as the apprehension 
was now re-awakening, sfae stole a cautious 
glance of alarm at him, to discover what 
his aspect portended ; when the smile of 
tender, all-conquering attractiveness» he 
ilattered himself his countenance wore, 
gave force to her belief of his insanity. 
In fall conTiction that a flight was jus* 
tifiable, slie started froni her .chair, and 
fled in dismay to her own Chamber, from 
her astonished and offended suitor ; and 
afl^r a long meditation upon the subject^ 
Yio doubt remained in her mihd of tlie 
derangement of Mr. Sternham, when he 
could make such an unequivocal declara* 
tion of love to an individual, to whom 
irrefragable proo& existed! of his bearing 
the inost powerful enmity ; and, convinced 
that she oilght not to delay a disciosure to 
Lady Derville of the dire discovery she 
had mad^ that by summoning' proper aid 
fatal oonsequences migfat be averted from 
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himself and those around him» she sought 
her benefactress, and mth every tender 
precaution to mitigate the shock 9he cod- 
ceived she was about to convey» she im« 
parted the proof she fancied she had ob- 
tained of her poor preceptor's direful ma- 
lady ; when, to her utter dismay» she found 
her ladyship's opinions on the subject in 
no one point coalescing with her own« 
, Lady Derville» in tbat rettrement her 
cherished grief for the death of her son 
first led her into, and which her supine pkn 
of shielding bis children from the contagion 
of vice continued» found herseif so com- 
pletely the Lady Paramount of the Itttle 
World of her own circumscription ; and 
without either mental or bodily inflictiont 
through the last sixteen years» to give her 
those salutary lessons that human frailty 
requires, had imbibed a no smali degree of 
seliishness in her politics^ for the estab* 
lishment of her own views and projects. 
In this acquired selfishness, her sympathy 
in the feelings of others had lost a amü- 
derable portion of its. animation } and now 
finding^ what she firmly belie ved Mr« Stern- 
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fajun to be, a most inestimable husband 
for her protSgee^ eager to take her out of 
the way of impeding an advantageous 
marriage for Mr« Monson^ she be^towed 
not one thonght upon how ungemal, how 
menacing eveiy misery such a union 
would prove to poor Rosabella. Instead 
tfaerefore of defdoring the malady, or cen« 
soring the folly» which had led to such a 
declarationy her ladyship pronounced the 
attachment of Mr* Stemham as one most 
aospicious for Rosa's happiness, and, as 
snchy having her most hearty wishes for 
soccesB. 

Our heroine, wholly unprepared for such 
a decisiqn fröm her ben^actress, and with 
spirits unequal to the shodt it conveyed 
to her bleeding heart, lost her fortitude at 
OQce ; and bursting iato an agony of tears, 
precipitately retreated to her Chamber, 
there to call her mental £su^ulties to order, 
to enable her to State her abhorrence to 
such an union, without offending Lady 
Derville, or leadk^ her to conjecture any 
thing relative to her unfortunate attach« 
ment. 
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The evident dismay of RoiabeDa^ on. her 
exprepsing such imqualified «pprobation of 
her chaphun's suit» with her agcny of 
tear» and precipitate retreat» preaentcd 
to the »ind of Ladfjr DerWHe^ at one terv 
rifie f lance, the eertahity of her protig&^i 
attaebtient to Mr, Monsoo» anod convie- 
tiOA that she i^med at his haart ; and her 
bosom f«Bt üliDg withi thia tide of diaan^ 
wiigenial ta eirery floftenrng* thooght fiir 
Roaa'i happiness^ awept down at onet 
all pity fbr her teaca and anguiah« In 
this moment so hoatfle to^ cur barome's 
cause, Mr. Sternham tnade his appearance, 
tt> wbom her ladyship hesitated not to 
impart the commiintcation bor protigit 
had jtiat inade of his nnexpectod declaara» 
tton ; and to assure htm» his soit to de- 
ctdedty met her approbation» that abe 
9hould use all her inflaence ta promote it \ 
wbeHf afiter much diacussion of this tnatri- 
mooiai sacrifice they were meditating, 
siutnally aiarmed lest the inqpetnosity c^ 
Mn Monson should lead him to bis own 
^»in, and to destroy the hopes of bis pre« 
>r, should he develope their deaigns. 
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they determined upon her ladyship's com- 
manding the silence of her protegee to her 
joung friends» upon the subject of Mr. 
Stemham's passion: a commiand ivhich 
her ladyship had soon an opportunity of 
wxnmgy npoir R(M«^» s wmons to form 9110 
o£ a trio iaoBaai party* 

At tbb- dhmctfi» poor RosabcUa peo^d 
to fbeftrin of üie kouse a most profitable 
gueat^ for meirtaL miaeiy fiomishedl , het 
repast : and inlmediately after tke depalr- 
tiife of the atteiidants, Lady I>ervtUe't 
eommenoing a discnssion of the gffcat; äd^ 
vsntages ta accfue to Rosa from a untoft 
"mth her preceptcH*, did aot prove a veij 
palatable dessert for our poor heroine ; wbo 
was Katcning with almost the apathy of 
^ei^Kur to tbis renewal of ualdndnesft in 
^r bdof^d profteetreai, ifben the first 
aensatton of gladness her heart had ex«- 
pexicQced for aiaay lu)urs bommded through 
«ty OQ theietom of her disappointed frie&ds 
from their usvlesB sojoum upon the Dover 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

The disappointment wWch tenninated the 
anxious expectations of thousands of in- 
dividuals^assembled on the road fo Dover, 
upon the memorable seventh rf June, 1814, 
by the Emperor of Russia and King of 
Pnissia entering the metropoHs incog., 
being too well known to require any detail 
of it here, we shall merely aüiide to the 
circamstance, as connected with the ad* 
Tentures of our Hibenüan party iqpon that 

day. 

Eour posthoTses whiiled the heavy fa- 
ni3y coach — for a fiunily coach it migbt 
literaOy be pronounced, having been in ihe 
use of three generatimia— *tQ an eKgible 
ntuation upon Shooter's HiB, vhere the 
postDions» unhamessti^ . th^ steeds, de* 
parted Ibr town, to convej some other 
votaries of curiosity to the field of expected 
gratification, affirming to Lord Derville, 
•• that they were going to a neighbouring 
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Stahle, and should retum to convey him 
home» the moment the monarchs passed/'. 

Even at tbe early hour our party thus 
took their patient Station, they found num« 
bers ärrived before them ; and as even the 
lowest mechanic was clothed in holiday 
garments, the heart of Charles awelled 
with pangs of jealousy» at the contrast so 
forcibly presented to htm betWeen this 
most higfaly favoured country and bis own j 
whilst Mrs« O'Dowd, eager to pay every 
possible compliment to English superiority, 
exultingly exclaimed — 

'^ Ah ! see now, how the good sense of 
the English evinces itself— You perceive 
Qooe of the lower qrders can be csdled 
from their industry^ even to be viewing 
such an elegant sight as this day will ex* 
hibit. — ^Not an individual here» you may 
observe» but what can well afford to lose 
a day of gain/' 

« Never do you bdieve I be going to 
}park a stroke, whilst these here peace- 
niBkers staySf to show tlieir brave faces" — 
cried a respectably clothed fellow, who, 
with a compiänjpn, at tbis precise moment 
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made a pause at tbe coach door--^^^ for 
them there sights are ü(A fbr ua erery dsy, 
exoept indeed in piotures/' 

^ N0 mare wuU I» Jlni»'^ replied ins 
omnpattion^ ** <l^^ I haut got more äian a 
thitee-sliillitig token hi my eofiws >-i»biiC 
wfaat argufies diat there ? I am not tbe man 
to baulk my fitncy, if so be curosity crarei 
gratificatioq. The pop^shop will supply 
the need&rl, whilst tbese here great om 
dtay«; and then, His only working sevett 
days a week, and all will come round 
agin/' 

♦* So I told my vife. Pop avay, girl, 
says If to buy bread and milk fcMr them 
there s^juallers, and vhat you vill for yow* 
keif; for if I starves for it, dang die stroke 
of work ril do, as long as there is a si^t 
to be Seen." 

•* There, Mrs. O'Dowd, what think you 
ofthat V* exclaimed Charles exultingly* 

** Why, that as one 9waUaw makes not 
a Summer, so one drone shall not destroy 
my hive of industry/' she replied in a gay 
tone, endeavouring to sobdqe a ray of 
mortification, fifhefeltpermdiQg^^iercouQ- 
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teoaoce «t tbis detectun öf error in liei: 
partiäl judgment. 

^' Mj friend Foscrafl; « I 1ml'' ex- 
ckimed Lord Derville, opening the coach 
do9r and bouoding ou!t upon the tfMuä^ 
to küaw aad Isol the ourricle lie saw hm 
iiidolently loUing in« 

la die impetaosily of his alarsied pride, 
Mr. MonflK« too boimded out of t3ie car- 
liage, to reconnoitre the person ^wbo was 
with htm, and the cnrriele idiich con-> 
taioed Mr« FoxcnraEflr; that:he might form 
8ome judgment of the individual, whom hh 
brother was so prompt ih formiiig all in- 
tknacy with ; and from Kis traasient obser- 
vatioB returoed soäiethiiigmore reconciled 
to the man ; ance bis eompanion was ap« ■ 
ptrently a gentleman, the curridle elegant, 
attended by two grooms, mounted on 
matches to the hi^-mettkd «teeds in 
hamess; and in tbis little swrtie^ per» 
oeiviBg every carriage open that was con^ 
structed to be so, he gave Orders to Terry 
for unclosing theirs. 

*' By Jewpitter ! bot myssM is glad of 
that same/' exclakned Twry, ^' since if a 
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game the people are making of our elegant 
landau, Master Charless; paying it no 
more respect nor if 'twas one öf the up- 
start nei¥-built ones of yesterday; let 
alone being in the family longer nor I 
can teil ; calling it a glass coach,''^ kease 
the Windows are such, a noble size. And 
what if we have more glass in our coach? 
ni^be bail we have as much timber too^ as 
woiild be making a dozen of their light fly- 
away gimcracks« On my safe coiiscience 
there was no n^gurly saving of commo« 
dities whin, it was built this was ; and signs 
by it| for^tis not stealing over the ground 
it sneaks, as if 'twas ashamed it was of 
those within it ; since 'tis the dead tnight 
be heariog it, let alone the fut {mssengers, 
to whom it gives timely notice of its ap- 
proach/* 

As Mn Monson was a perfect novice 
in the modes of the day, it never once 
entered into the calculations of bis pride, 
and intuitive sense of propriety, to mount 

^What in England are calied glass coaches, are 
in Ireland termed job coadies. 
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the sane coach box with a domestac ; he 
Aerefore retumed to bis seat in tbe car«* 
nage, and sbortly after was overpowered 
with astonishment, on perceiving three very 
gaily and fashionably dressed females iin- 
peartuning Terry to accommodate them 
with places on bis capacious throne. 

Terry, a true born Hibemian, coidd 
only feel courteous towards the fair sex } 
more particularly, as two out of tbe three 
who now assaiied bim were young and 
pretty ; but natural respect to bis superiors 
led bim to ask tbe permission of Mr. Mon- 
son, who feit rather at a loss how to act } 
for aldiough the ladies were attnred in tbe 
highest degree of expense, and that MttSL 
O'Dowd was enchanted with th9^ magni» 
ficence of their costume^ yet, the dtcam^ 
stance of tiieir being thus arrayed^ and 
without protection in even tbe atten(knce 
of a footman, led bim to hesitate upon 
their being proper appendages to be seen 
about the ^uipage of Lady Meliora Mon» 
son ; but ere he could determine upon tbe 
nature of bis reply, tbe individuak wbo 
bad thougbt it necessaiy to sobcib permis» 
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sioa, deemed it not essential to obtain it ; 
but in the activity of their wishes for ac- 
commodation, without further ceremony, 
mounted to the altitude of their desire ; 
when poor rustic Terry, abashed at the 
presumption of even standing on the foot- 
board in close contact with such grand 
ladies, slunk down from such a post of 
honour, and stationed himself behind. 

The moment the oldest of these self- 
accommodating ladies had seated herseif 
commodiously on the^box, she turned to 
Mr. Monson, and thanked him for his 
polite acquiescence in her request. — 

** An accommodation, Sir," she said, ** I 
should not have been under the unpleasant 
necessity of requesting from any stranger, 
only ftom a distressing accident, and from 
not observing any equipage of my friends 
or acquaintance yet arrived} and having 
already endured the enorm ously fatiguing 
walk of a füll mile from where the dis- 
astrousevent occurred, of the splinter-bar 
of my barouche breaking, through which 
my coachman and footman were preci- 
pitated from the box» and much hurt— ^ 
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poor men !— which compelled me to leave 
them with iny shattered carriage ; and 
reaUy I found myself so subdued by so un- 
usual an exertion in pedestrianism, that 
through necessity I was compelled to make 
my application ,to you/' 

This Speech, delivered with much fluency 
and ease of manner, convinced Charles 
these ladies were gentlewomen ; whilst 
to Mrs. O'Dowd it conveyed more satis- 
factory intelligence still, in the füll con- 
viction of their being stylish personages, 
whom it would be judicious speculation to 
form an acquaintance with« 
. The intruders, in their turn, not sup- 
posing any acquaintance was desired, com- 
menced their own chit-chat ; but in tones 
so vivaciously loud, all was audible to those 
in the machinery behind them. 

^< La! mama,'' exclaimed the eider 
daughter, ^^ there goes our dear duchess, 
and in the new landau. How monstrous 
glad I am she did not see us here, mount- 
ed on charity's accommodation, for she 
does love to quiz one ^— o unmercifully." 

Mrs, O'Dowd feit now more exulting 

H 2 
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eofivictioD» than even before, öf the elt« 
gjjbflity of tfaftt specüladon die had tiuis 
derived the power c^ benefittmg by ; and 
the younger daugfater proclaimed the re- 
sult of her Observation up<m a passing 
curricle, containing a lady and gentle- 
man. 

" That*s my governess, Ory, I declare/' 

^^ La! Louisa» I am sure 'tis no such 
thing; for, can you imagine she would 
exhibit with such a qvkzzy personage as 
that? One that nobody knows; for were 
he knowable, mama would surely be able 
to announce him tö us/* 

" You forget, .Oriana, that poor Louisai 
from being so distressingly short-si^ted, 
often ipakes these ridiculous mistakes in 
assorting personages/' 

Miss Louisa, thus remindfid of her ma- 
lady by jnama, raised to her eye a glass, 
su^>ended to a massy chain of exquisite 
workmanship^ and gazed affectedly on 
those around her. 

A very fine dashing votary of fashion, 
mounted oh the roof of a passing stage« 
coach» now recognizing the ladies seated 
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on cur capacioüs box, instantly performed 
a rapid descent; and, hastening towards 
them» skipped upon the foot-board, where, 
in a most carelessly gracefuLattitude he 
stood; and whilst bis meeting civUities 
were passing with bis friends, eyed the 
attractive beauty of Lady Meliora* 

** Bat wby so sententious, Miss How« 
ard ?'* exdauned tbis man of totif &Admg 
bis arms across hiar bosom» cn perceiving 
tiie young lady^s reply to his^ how-^do^ 
laconically dry. 

^' La !" sbe baughtiiy repüted, ^* do you 
think oae can evince mtich covdiaBty to- 
wards an acquaintance, tbat comas biur^ 
ing off this too£ of a GSravesend macbine ? 
Wbat must people tliink of you and lur, 
pray ?" 

'* Why/* responded die beau» glancing 
expressively at the equipage tbat aceom- 
modated tbem ; ** wby, tbat we might 
evince mutual cordiality at meeting« 
What, I suppose, bad I alit from my Lord 
Mayor s State coacb, I sbouid bave beea 
received as we parted?" 

** No, I abominate Lord Mayors, and 
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such city odioasness. Why not come in 

one of your own tttriages?'' 

*' Faith» because I had invincible rea- 

sonSy — but on honour, I meant to bang up, 

tooling a tandem to please you ; bat not a 

tiger had I to fib. A devil of an inoj^por- 

tune execution circumscribed them for the 

present»'' 
'^ La ! and how cool you take it.'' 
^* Use possesses philoeophic qoalities.'' 
^ And you said nothing of it last night 

in Grosvenor Square." 

^ Demt me ! what will become of my 

good firiend, Lady Lucy ?*' exchumed Mrs» 

Howard. 
•* Oh ! she— she is nevw oot of ber way. 

She judiciousiy eloped last night witb Tom 
Woburn.** 

Oh, lud ! when the emperor was ex- 
pected to-day!" exclaimed Miss Louisa; 
'* How thoughüess !" 

" Why, you surdy do not think the 
emperor would have taken her off our 
hands ?~No, Tom was better speculation 
lor aU parties ; he can mariy her, and the 

wy damages we obtain, will perrait 
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tny fibbing my tigers again in famous 
style." 

" But when does the marquis marry 
Lady Sarah ?" d^manded Misct Howard. 

** Ask the emperor. She cantiot in pos- 
sibility name the day until the departure 
of the sover^igne ; for, no engagements 
can be made whilst they remain/^ 
. ** And when/* she demanded with' evi- 
dent anxiety, ^^ does your uncle mean to 
die?" 

** Ask the emperor,** he returned, now 
carelessly patting her cheek with his glove» 
^ since no one can possibly quit the me- 
tropolis while the iUustrious guests remain 
in it." 

*' La, you droU creature !" cried mama 
and daughters in a breath; *^ nobody so 
funny as you are, Dashwood.^' 

Mr. Dashwood now drew out his snüff* 
box, . and > oiFered a participation in his 
nasal treat to his friends. Mama acceptp 
ed it, to the great annoyance of the misses, 
who loudly reprobated such a solace asf 
odious. 

*• All men of ton regale on this delect- 
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able/' exclaimed Mr. Dashwood» *^ and all 
fashion's amateurs patronizc it.'* 

Mrs. O'Dowd looked with commisera* 
tion upon poor Charles» for his unfor« 
tunate ignorance of hauUton ; and resolv- 
ed upon presenting him with the freedom 
pf Strasburg in a gold box» on the mor* 
row. 

^* Looki*' exclaimed Miss Louisa» 
staring through her glass after an eques* 
trian» ^< is not that monstrously like the 
beautiful horse you call^ on us upon last 
week» with the hard name V* 

'' What» Guadalaxara ? Oh ! shell eome 
to the hammer ; but I shall buy her in« 
You will look monstrous well on her» 
Oriana.'' 

Miss Oriana gave mama's arm an em# 
phatic pinch *» and mama almost trod off 
her daughter's foot, to the great disfigu- 
ration of one of Mr. Taylor's most high* 
ly iSnished Oldenburg-green satin boots. 

Mr. Monson now proposed to his 
iister and Mrs. O'Dowd to take a walk 
up to the summit of the hill, to view the 
--ospect whigh might be afforded from it 
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This was the ostensible reason given by 
Charles for his proposition; whilst th^ 
actuating cause arose from observing Mrs. 
(yDowd's admiration of Mrs* Howard, and 
her daughters, and Mr. Dashwood, had 
arisen to such a height^ that she was com- 
mencing manoeuvres for entering into con- 
versation with thetn ; and as they were 
whoUy unacquainted with their real pre* 
tensions to respectability in society, he, for 
bis sister's sake, feit unwilling to appear^ 
even to the strangers around him, as if 
they were numbered ampngst their ac* 
quaintance«. 

From their con versation he believed they 
lived in the gay world ; and in their man* 
ners or discourse there was nothing ple- 
beian ; yet fully aware, that from the seclu- 
sion of his life, he could. be no judge of 
men and manners, he was apprehensive of 
all not being cörrect ;. and thought it judi- 
cious to quit the carriage, to convey his 
sentiments to Mrs. 0*Dowd. 

Our trio were now proceeding up the 
hill, and had scarcely arrived half way, 
when they perceived Locd Derville, seated 
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in a landau, with bis friend Foxcraft, 
viS'd'Vis to a most respectable looking 
woman past the meridian of life, and a 
beautiful girU apparently not more than 
nineteen or twenty years old. 

*' Ah my ! look at that lovely creature, 
so elegantly stylish in costume," exclaim- 
ed Mrs. O'Dowd. " Who, my honey, can 
she be ? Yoiir brother seems fascinated, 
and I wonder not at it.*' 

'• Do you think her so very beautiful, 
Charles?'' demanded Lady Meliora anx- 
iously. " Did you never see any one to 
surpass her?'* 

" Assuredly I häve,— Rosa— Rosa infi«^ 
nitely surpasses her." 

Lady Meliora, highly mortified at her 
brother's reply, dropped bis arm in a^pet; 
and at the same moment, one of two egre- 
giously foppish footmen, who were loung- 
ing by an empty barouche, exclaimed, 
gazing after a party of ladies going down 
the hill : 

** I säy, Tom, this is a d — nd bad 
lounge i for not one woman worth looking 
^t has turned out this morning* Faith, 
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the emperor will be scared bafck by their 
hidiosity." 

** The worse luck ours," replied the 
other. " But hold, that's your sort!*' 
observing Lady Meliora. " A d — lish 
nice one this i but ctitsedly affected. Oh ! 
rot these nodlings and grimaces! they 
quite deforms her out of my admiration/' 

" Oh ! confound all hairs and haffecta- 
tions/' exclaimed the first Speaker, taking 
a pinch of snuff witli a most grotesque air 
of imitative foppery ; whilst Lady Me- 
liora, with her mortification soothed by 
this compliment to her charms, although 
accompanied by a censure upon her man- 
ner, retook her brother's arm ; and, with 
a renovated smile, finished her excursion 
from the carriage, through the high grati- 
fication of perceiving many a glance of 
admiration levelled at her fair seif. 
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CHAPTER IX* 

Labt Meliora, upon endeavouring to show 
her bla^e of charme to all around, had 
the mortification to perceive tbe seat of 
her grandmottier's carHage was too low, 
and the leathern machinery that surmount"* 
ed their heads, too exalted, for her con- 
Yeniently to efFect her purpose; so that 
all whiqh remained in her power to realize 
her wishes, was, ever and ^on to stand up 
and admire the scenery, or to gaze fpr 
the approach of tbe expected monarchs. 

Jt was in one of these often repeated 
temporary unclondings of the blazing sun 
of her charms, that she heheld the at* 
tention of Mr. Dashwood riveted upon 
her ; and shortly after she saw him de- 
scend from his Station by Miss Howard, 
and manoeuvre himself into an earnest 
Conference with Terry ; when her lady- 
ship's vanity, in high exultation, instantly 
set down the name of Dashwood on the 
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long tablet she had mentally prepared 
for enrolling her captives. 

^< Dear mama," Miss Louisa suddenly 
exclaimed; *' what has thrown you into 
this brown study?*' 

•* Why indeedy my dear^ thc overthrow 
of our carriage } since I fear it has con* 
signed us to the luxury of Walking home/^ 

^* La ! mama, surely you cännot think 
papa, when he learns what has occnrred, 
would lurch us ? He will borrow some 
friend's carriage; or at least, dispatch 
a hackney drag to convey us home/' 

'^ A hackney drag !'* exclaimed Miss 
Oriana. *^ I am sure wild horses ' shall 
not drag me into one.'' 

" It will probably be dark then/* said 
Mrs. Howard j " when no one will be 
ffble to *recognise you in so unsuitable a 
vehicle." 

At length the murmur of disappoint* 
ment began to burst forth, and the report 
to be in rapid circulation, of the emperor 
and king having passed long since unob** 
served; but this repprt, rapidly as it 
spread when once in cirealation, was slow 
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in acquiring belief, until corrpborating 
circumstances obtained for it new prose- 
lytes i and when eventually the angry and 
disappointed multitude were convinced 
they had been hoaxed ; and that murmur- 
ing throngs began to bend their sullen 
course homeward, numberless were the 
bitter revilings and innumerable compa- 
risons drawn at this unkindness. 

" G — d bless our dear old king !" cried 
one man energetically, as he passed Lady 
Derville*s yet stationary landau — for 
which no horses had yet appeared— '* he, 
would not bave served a pauper so.** 

" I'll be ,'' cried another ; « bu^ I 

knows as how it must be actionable, aod 
we haves the law on our side ; and we can 
make them smoke— »that is, some one as 
has the rino to fee them there lawyers : 
— but zouQds ! *tis a national insult, and 
goverment ought to take it up, for having 
ite true and loyal sobjects drawn trom 
their occupations, to be made fools on in 
this here manner.** 

not patronize none of their com- 
^^daimed an angry litUe man» 
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ftdvancing with his two daughters hanging 
on his artns. *^ I'U burn nothing but oil 
in my wäre ome^ lest I should consume 
any of their cursed tallow." 

•' Rot me/* cried another of the same 
initated party, " if my vife ever shall wear 
another bit of their trumpery für ; not so 
much as a cat-skin, set in case her fingers 
drops off with the chillblains/* ^ , 

** And 111 be burnt alive for a con- 
jurer/' exclaimed the most enraged of this 
indignant groupe, '^ if ei^r I stops to see a 
bear dance agin, lest it might be a Russian 
one." 

Just at this period the post horses ar- 
rived for Lady Derville*s carriage, and 
Mr. Monson, resolute in his determination 
of not offering a conveyance in it to Mrs. 
and the Miss Howards, went off to seek 
his brother ; and scarcely had be departed, 
when a man drove a chaise-cart up to 
the side of the coach, excläiming as he 
puUed his horse in : 

*^Oh ! Mustress, I hasbeen seekinghigh 
and low for you on the hili this hour; 
and only for Muss Whezer's squeaking 


160 R08 ABELLA« 

m^ket dang the odq I shoujd ha found of 
you this here night." 

The highjy disconcerted Misses afifected 
to scream with horror at the vehicle he 
bfid brought for them; and indignantly 
desired to know^ '< if he could imagioe 
they would enter such a vulgär machine ?^* 

" To be sure I does^'* eried the fellow 
sturdily. " Wulgar machine indeed ! I 
thinks its well for you to have so decent a 
one to ride home in/' 

^^ Of course Daniel could procure no 
Dther for us, my dears, in the great de-» 
mand for them; or he would not have 
attempted to bring it,'" exclaimed Mr& 
Howard. 

" Not have attempted to bring itH** 
repeated Daniel. ^* Why sure! What 
the d-^1 high vind is blowing now ? Does 
it hail maggots ?" 

*' No, Daniel, no ; it was very right and 
proper you should bring it» since you could 
take nothing better into requisition for 
Us/' Said Mrs. Howard soothingly to 
Daniel i and then lowering her voice to aa 
audiUe whisper, continu^d : '* I must hiir 
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mour hinif my loves, since I perceive he Is 
inebriated ; and should we irritate him, he 
may overturn us. You know, dears, he iu 
a most worthy creatiire, although he same« 
times tipples ; and having lived bntler in 
your father's family for nearly half a cen- 
tury» he conceives himself privileged to 
speak his sentiments fredy. Sut, my 
dears, we must hasten to make our ac* 
knowledgments to these ladtes, for tfaeir 
kind accommodation tfarou^ the day« 
Oh! J r^oice to see the gentleman is 
returned» that we may offer our remerci^ 
mens to him; and then hasten, whilst we 
have )^U to estaUisb ourselvea in this 
awkward macbine« Pray how are we tö 
perform cur entrance i at the back or. front? 
Are we to sit or stand» or how? Take 
care^ my poor loves» and do not tremble 
90, or look 30 dismayed» at the unusual 
Situation you are placed in« Ah! when 
you have lived so many years as I have 
done, you will laugh at such annoying 
events* Ha» ha, ha, ha, ha ! I shall ab* 
solutely die of risibility at Dashwood's 
rueful countenance, and your tearful eyes. 
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Oriana! What would Mr. Ho-ard sav 
was he to behold us now? Ha, ha, ha! 
I do declare, I wonld give fifty guineas, 
Oriana Ho-ard, that your papa could just 
get one peep at us in this machine/' 

" You would— would you, upon your 
conscience, Mistress ?" exclaimed a Paddy 
firom Cork, who, attracted by Terry's 
brogue, had been hovering about the car- 
riage all the day« ** Why then yourself 
must be seUing and buying more ward- 
robes than ever rested on a peg in Plunket 
Street*, ere you can aflbrd to do that 
same.*' 

The tax^cart now roUed away, Mrs. and 
the Miss Howards graciously kissing their 
hands, and Mr. Dashwood profoundly 
bowing to their kind accommodators, when 
Charles, through a resistless Impulse of 
curiostty, inquired of Paddy, if he knew 
those persons. 

" Plase your honour," he replied, that's 
^* the Duchess of Monmouth, and the 
princesses her daughters, just broke loose 

* The old clothes street of Dublin. 
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from a boording school. Is it a Saint 
Giles's man wouldn'tbe knowiog his neigh- 
bours? Sure, your honour, it was the 
iTUxprissibk part öf my garment myself 
bought at the fatber's shop, in the heart of 
Monmoutb Street ; but as fpr the duchess, 
her court is in the neighbourhood of Gros- 
venor Square, where she has her drawing- 
rooms — ^for selling the cast ofS clothes of 
the quality/' 

'^ It cannot be possible ;'' her manners 
denote nothing canaiüe^^* said Charlesy 
shuddering in alarm at the possibility of 
having suffered such degradation. 

*^ Oh ! fsMth your honour, 'twas second- 
hand airs, as well as second-hand clothes, 
yourself was in compmy with this blessed 
day ; the one she got gratis irom my.lady, 
the other she purchased from my lady's 
woman; for sure she was ws^ting^maid 
to the grandest of ladies all the life of 
her, tili the childer began to grow up, 
whin the waü^ de sham, her hüsband, 
tuck to this business wid herseif, in which 
they coin the needful, it is said ; and never 
dress-~that is, the madam and her daugh- 
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tersy but in the cast-offs of the quality ; 
and after they show off at the park, or the 
play, or the opera, a jifiy in them, then, 
success to their conscicnce! they impose 
ihem on would-be grandees, as just piping 
hot from some great duchess^s.'vrardrobe." 

•' And who is the man?" defnanded 
the indignant Charles. 

** Why, the butler your honour, • -who 
has lived half a Century in yowt Dudens 
family, my dears/ is no mare not the 
barkeir, that tramps before tbe shopt aE 
the blessed day, crpng» * walk in. gimii^ 
walk in.**' 

^^ I mean the person wiio was widb them 
the wkole day..'' 

" Oeht sorrow one of him do I knowi 
your honoan He is no neigfabonr, eise Td 
be telling yez." 

Cbwles, after evindng bis libendity fiir 
Paddy^s ready intdligenGe, entered tbd 
carnage, and whüst waiting for Lord Der- 
viDe, informed Mrs. O'Dowd who th« 
persons were, she had narrowly escaped 
fomung an acquaintance with. 

*• Ahi.now, my honey/' she replied, 
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^< would you believe the testimony of an 
Irish renegado» against the conviction of 
your owi^ senses ? Their dress, their man^ 
ner9, their conversation, are all inconteat* 
able proofs of their beiog of the. v^y first 
Order of hauUton.'' 

" Their dress," replied Charles, *• yim 
hear, is the left off drapery of caprice 
and extravagance ; their mannera, ac- 
quired from being in constant attendance 
for years upon females of high rank ; and 
their knowledge of what is passing in the 
World, we may readily imagine, gleaned 
from the eonfidential servants Mrs« 
Ho-ard traffics with." 

" 1 will not believe it," said Mrs. 
O'Dowd. " ni consult ray visiting book 
the moment I get home, and conftite this 
scaadalous fabrication by showing you 
their residence marked down in Grosvenor 
Square." 

Lord Dcrville now joined his long de- 
serted party, high in raptures with the 
individuals he just had parted from. 

** I never passed such a delightful day,'* 
he said. *^ Foxcraft kindly introduced 
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me to his friend Mr. Van Trompe, a great 
Dutch merchant, who then did me the 
honour of presenting me to his fascinating 
ward, Miss Vandelure, and Mrs, All- 
worthy, under whose care she is placed 
in Bryanstone Square— a lady of high 
respeCtability and talent, who introduces 
young ladies of large fortune, who have 
lost maternal protection, into the first 
circles — ^I was invited to partake of their 
most elegant collation at the Star and Car- 
ter, where we were joined by some more of 
the belles of Mrs. AUworthy's establish- 
ment ; and a most delectable day we had 
altogether; and Mrs, Allworthy having 
given me an invitation to her house, and 
Mr. Van Trompe — who is unluckily on 
the wing for Holland, or he would have 
invited me to Finsbury Square, where 
Foxcraft says he lives in the first style— 
Said, * he hoped I would call on his 
ward ;' so that I shall have an opportunity 
of effecting your introductiön, Charles, to 
some famous fortunes." 

Oh, hang your fortunes!'* Charles 
-eplied. " What are their connections ? 
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Will they prove appropriate garlands to 
decorate our lofty genealogical tree ?" 

" Give me but golden branches," re- 
plied bis lordship, " and I care not from 
what root they spring." 

Charles sighed as he thought, could the 
root be traced from which Rosabella 
Sprung, he should prefer the lovely blos- 
soms of her sweetness and virtues, to all 
the golden branches wealth might glitter 
with* 

The Black-Heath party complained of 
fatigue, for the purpose of effecting an 
early retreat to their pillows, for all had 
themes for anxious meditation ; nor were 
the trio who had been lefl on the home 
Station devoid of contemplative subjects. 

Mrs. 0*Dowd, on experiencing the mor- 
tification of not finding the name of How- 
ard amongst the Grosvenor Square inhabi- 
tants, although she consoled her disap- 
pointment with the firm belief of their 
residing there in some relative's mansion, 
yet -could not stand the ludi^rous portrait 
drawn by Mr. Monson of her eagerness 
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for tbe acquaintance of personages "Vfho 
ivheeli^d off in a cart ; and was therefore 
anxious to get out oif tfae wäy of bis sarc;as- 
tic delineaiions. 

Lady Meliora wished for the sanctuaiy 
of her Chamber, that she might revel in 
tbe triuiDph of proclaiming tbe C(mq.ue8t 
she had indubitably made of Mr. Dash- 
wood^ who, bowever tbe Howards might 
turn out — ^was, to an absolute certainty, 
she feit conviction, a perfect gentleman ; 
and altbough, by bis own frank confessions, 
a ruined one, that circumstance to her was 
of no importance ; ** for ahe ^hould wed 
Loifd Moptalbert, änd tbe t0.8te of a ruined 
matn was juat ais refined a$ that of a pros« 
p^roUs one/' 

^^ But, ab! Rosa," she said, after an ela* 
borate accoünt of this new inade captive ; 
** why do I ^bestow pne straying t}K)ught 
upon any conquest I have m.ade> except 
tbat of Lotd Montalbert's beart ? for I am 
miserable in abs^ce from bim ; and shatt 
have no peace, no comfort» until he returns 
from tbat odious Paris ; ' for, alas ! be 
has allowed bu9iness to draw bim to tbat 
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fnvolous city, since Charles saw his name 
in the Hat of arrivals at DieppCj in yes- 
terday's papers; — ^nor indeed,' until his 
dire snspense is terminated relative to my 
affections,'* . '♦ 

' " My dear Meiiora," said Rosatiella, 
" let not, 'l implore you, any roniantiC| 
faneies twine theraselves into your attach^ 
ment to Ws lordship, to increase this par- 
tiality only to ihake you wretched, should' 
any thing interven^ to the prevention of 
yöur Union. Do not, I ehtreat you, be- 
Keve the incertitude he endures is direfld 
to hiaf), or he would have contrivfed to 
make some efSort for its termination. Bc^ 
assured men are not patient sufierers ^ti^ 
cases wJiere they haye power to seek theif 
own remedy.** 

*' Pshaw ! Rosa, Chailes has infaöted 
you with his disagreeable'scepticism,'* re- 
plied Lady Meliora haughtily. *^ Whj^t 
should you know of love, and therefore 
what right have you, pray, to giVe an opi- 
nion upon the subject ?" 

** Certainly none» unasked; and I ac.- 
knowledge it was presumptiön in me^ Lad/ 

voL, n. I 
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Meliora, to take so great a liberty ; but 
»ixiety for your happiness led me to for- 
get the distance between us," faltered out 
poor Rosabella, whom the dire pang sent 
to her heart by the sentence '^ wbat 
should you kiiow of love V* had so com- 
pletely unstnmg, and the petidance with 
which it was uttered had so wounded» tbat 
she became unable to proceed ; and, total- 
ly subdued by conflicting feelings» she 
burst into tears. 

The tears of Rosabella never feil bot 
when her heart was afiected ; they conse- 
quenüy ever awakened the sympathy of 
those who loved her, and therefbre took 
prompt eff^t upon the susceptibility of 
Lady Meliora, who flew to her firiend in 
penitence, and dasping her to her bosom, 
implored her pardon* 

A tender, foigiving kiss was all the 
reply the poor afflicted Rosa could make^ 
for the tones of aflfection, after a day <of 
much trial and unkindness, vibeated too 
meltingly upon feelings so acute as hers 
were; and, whilst she bow convulsively 
lobbed upon the boaom of h^ iriendt 
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Lady Mdiiora, fröm contaüt with 
ferefish hatid, and fiom peiceptioa of bat 
ftloiost psralyzed agitatioo, began to feac 
the asserticm of Cbarlea wat too true» and 
that Rosabella was neidier wdl nor bappy» 
And now» as sbe aflfectronatety aoothed» aikd 
tnquired into the aütti^s of her £rieiid^ 
our poiM: heroime, interdicted from tbe con^ 
solation of i^mpatby through cof^ence^ 
was compelied to a vigorous strugg^e with 
her feelings, to suppress her tears and 
compose her a^pect, Uf luU the appse«» 
hensions, and terminate th0 inqnirics of 
the anxious Meliora ; who^ soon comforted, 
when the cause of alarm no lox^er ap- 
peared, retired to her pillow to dream 
of Lord Montalbert ; whilst Rosa's aching 
head sunk on hers, assured there was 
HO repose for her.; since the form of £gre- 
mont, in his death-resembling swoon, with 
the fitem countenance of her sadly altered 
1>enefactress, stood like direful spectres 
|)efore her vision, forbidding sleep» 

Lord Derville had been anxious to re« 
tire, for the purpose of meditating upon 
the «gnal &yoiur of fortune, which seemed 

I 2 
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to expand to him with every protnise of 
weidth and iove combined, could he but 
sacceed in winning the beauüful and 
accompHshed heiress» to ^hom bis friencl 
Fpxcraft had so kindly introduced him ; 
whilst Mn Monson wisfaed for an early $q^ 
paration; to call bis heart to order through 
the influence of bis pride, for the nielting 
tendemess it was daring to mingle in the 
interest it experienced, the sympathy it 
feit for the dejection, and evidently in- 
creasing ill healtb of the deserted child of 
nnknown parents. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Althouoh our Hibernian party had com- 
plained of much fatigue at the hour of 
Separation for the night, they yet äs- 
sembled the foUowing morning in their 
breakfast room» at the time they had been 
accüstomed to take the first meal of the 
day at Ravenswood ; but as the machinery 
of the hotel was not in readiness for such 
an unexpectedly early repast, Lord Der- 
ville proposed leading his sister and Rosa- 
bella to the cheap marts for- the purchase 
of many articles of femäle adornment, 
which Mr. Foxcraft had given him di- 
rections to for their use ; since thät was 
the very hour to rove about on econo- 
mic purposes, when none were in th^ 
streets to recognize them. 

** It was Singular," said Mr. Monson^ 
^' that this bargain-monger should have 
so opportunely sprung out of the earth 
on Shooter's Hill, when you leQ: him so 
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few days since, slowly pacmg bis pc- 
destrian course through Wales." 

" Oh ! as to that," replied Lord Der^ 
ville, ^* he relinquished his pedestrian plan 
the very day after we parted, on meeting 
with his friend Van Trompe, on his vay 
from surveying an estate he is about to 
purchase in the principality for his ward ^ 
whose fortune, akeady two hundred thou- 
sand pounds» funded property» he expects 
shortly to swell into half a mtllion on 
visiting Holland, to recover the immensa 
porticNQ of wealth she is unquestiQnably 
heiress to«" 

The moment Lady DerviUe percetved 
Mr. Mofltson was preparing to join the p^rty 
of bargftin-hunters, she promptly formed 
an excuse for Rosabella's not accompany« 
ing them ; and, although Lady Meliora 
rebelled at this deeision, her grandmother 
remained inexorable. 

" And pray, ma'am, may I ask," de^ 
manded Lady Meliora, pouting, *• what 
she IS to be detained at home for?'* 

" To Sit for her portrait to Mr. Stern- 
ham,*' Said Mr. Monsou sarcasticaUv, 
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^ whose eyes I have lately observed be- 
traying mucb anxiety ta make faimself 
master of the subject/' 

*^ Absurd !" exckimed Lady Derville» 
now almost breathless with alarm^ by this 
evident detection of bis preceptor's pas* 
üoUy so iadicative of streng interest in 
himself for Rosabella. *^ I want ber to 
write some letters foi me to O'Lureber 
and Mrs. JellybrandJ' 

•* Theu I will stay and aid her/' replied 
Charles. ^*^ She sball write upon the 
housebold affiiirs to dame Jellybrand ; 
-and I to O'Lurcher; since vfe cannot 
permit ber committing tbe indecorum of 
addressing a liaugbty man, who, we all 
kiiow, wished bis good and notable wife 
m JBlysium for her sake/^ 

Charles," said Lady Derville an- 
} '^ I insist upon your accomjpanying 
your brother and sister ; nay, I command 
you to if 

** Command !" rqpeated Mr. Monson, 
blusbing with ind^nation ; when, beholding 
the pale cheeks and quiveriog^ Ups of the 
painfuUy alarmed Rosabella,, a > suspicion 
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dafted into his imagination of a something 
being ia agitation inimical to her peace; 
and now, all inspirations of his lofty pride 
yielding to his apprehe'nsions for her hap- 
piness, he instantly resolved not to go 
without Rosa ; accordingly, changing his 
tone from hauteur to playfulness^ he re- 
iterated : * 

" Command ! Ah, ha 1 my Lady Dow- 
ager, have I found you out ? Have I 
discovered your slippery tricks, most ganc* 
timonioiis grandmama ? And so, Madam, 
the moment you get rid of us, you are 
going to frisk out with your demure. confi- 
dant, Miss Rosabella, to St. Gporge's 
church, to bestow your iair hand upon 
the happy Mr. Sternham. Ay, ay, the sly 
looks I have lately seen you interchangiug 
were not for nothing.'* 

" Oh, ho ! my Lady %ville;' exclaim- 
ed Lady Meliora and Lord Derville, flying 
to their grandmother, and patting her crim- 
soned cheeks : " so, this accounts for your 
early rising this morning ; and, I declare» 
for having such a smart white ribbon in 
your cap." 
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Charles, well aware that one of the 
leading features. of his grandmother's mind 
was a streng feeling of prudery, which 
had ever led her to shrink in horror fröm 
the suspicion of her meditating the in- 
decorum of a second märriage ; inore 
especially any one degrading to her years 
and rank ; believed the chord^ that he 
now vibrated, likely to harmonize with his 
wishes : and soon he had the gratification 
of perceiving the indignant bloom mantling 
her ladyship's cheeks propitious to his 
hopes ; her head elevating in offended 
dignity ; and in a moment more, whilst 
scornfully putting aside the hands of her 
playful grandchildren, she haughtily said : 
** ^iince such is the degrading opinioYi 
you have formed of your grandmother, 
Mr. Monson^ and you too, Lord Derville, 
and Lady,, Meliora, — ^you soon shall have 
conviction, that apology is necessary for 
daring to suspect me of so debasinga 
projcct. Take my confidant and my in- 
tended bridegroom with you, and disap« 
point my contemptible plans, — my dis- 
graceful arrangements for this day at leastv 

I 5 
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Kay, I insist upon it — I command it. Mr. 
Monson, summen my intended coro sposo 
to attend you, and relieve yourself froni 
this fiattering apprehension for this day 
at least." 

** I will anticipate my kiss of congratu- 
lation first,** exclaimed Charles, playfidly 
snatching ktsses from her averted cheek ; 
when just at that m(»nent Mr. Stemfaam 
made his aj^araace, whom Lady Der- 
ville instantly requested to jmn the pedes* 
trians about to sally forth. 

Mr. Sternham, on Unding that Rosa- 
bella was to form one of the party, he* 
sitated not to grant his prompt acqui* 
escence to her ladyship^s request, althougb 
the preceding day he had vehemently 
declared, *' nothing short of impelting 
might should force him to^walk out io 
that immoral metropölis; or induee bim 
to lead an innocent being tp ruin, by 
the contamination of pacing through it." 

" Lord Derville and Mr. Monson will 
of cour«e take care of their sister, as 
Mrs. 0*Dowd declines joining this party/' 
Said Lady Derville ; ** my protigee there* 
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ibre falls to your especisJ care, Mr. Stern- 
hatn; zndj as she certainly appears not 
in perfect health» I shall feel much 
obligedy if you will particularly attend 
to her/' 

«' So, so/' thought Charles, '' the dow- 
sger is in alarm aboiit tbe bearts of her 
gratidsonS) and sends out tbis dragon to. 
guard tbe Heq^erian fruit; but she had 
best beware not to awaken interest by 
reverting to ill bealth, or creating sym- 
pathy for unkindness; lest she arouse a 
second Hercules ; if not to slay, at least 
to remove the dragon and obtain the 
prize." 

• " Come, Miss Rosa, you are my par- 
ttcolar chai^e,"^ said Mr. Stemham the 
moment they entered tbe street, and offer« 
tag hef bis arm. 

*^ Sir, if you please,'^ said bur recoiling 
Heroine, *' Meliora and I will walk tOf> 
getber.'*^ 

^* That is inadmissible, Miss Frederick," 
be re^onded baughtily. '^ Two young 
attractiVe ladies to walk the streets to« 
gether witbout evident protection, woul4 
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be rather a breach of propriety ; — ^besides, 
the laws of gallantry forbid it; and you 
are my prize by the decree of your liege 
sovereign." 

In obedience to that liege sovereign 
Rosabella took bis offered arm without 
further efifort to avoid it; but the recoil- 
ing midery her countenance expressed .as 
she did so M^as not lost upon Mr. Monson» 
who instantly fek coaviction of his sur- 
mises being jiist^ relative to his.preceptor's 
preposteroiis attachment, — that Lady De^;- 
ville approved of it, — and that persecu- 
tion lipon the hateful subject was the 
cause of Rosabella's flown cheerfulness and 
akered aspect. 

The introdtiction of pity and .indigna«* 
tion into such an ardent disposition as 
Mr. Monson's, were dangerous auxiliaries 
to that passion Lady Derville most ap- 
prehended should find shelter in his bo«> 
som ; which his pride, and want . of ea- 
couragement from Rosa, had alone kept 
as a hovering propensity : and he now 
pensively retraced the footsteps of Mr» 
Sternha0)> makiiig observations upon. e very 
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movement of his head, ad he tumed to 
gaze on his -lovely companion, ör in 
eager expectation of reply to Avbat he 
was earnestly addressing to her. Whiist 
Charles was thus employed» scarcely could 
his impetuous temper submit to the coi>» 
trol of reason, or respect to his pre- 
ceptor's years and function ; for stroDgly 
he feit inclined each succeedins tnoment« 
as his indignation augmented on beholding 
Rosa recoüing from addresses» that he 
ardendy wislied every interdict removed 
to his paying her himsdlf,— s-to snatch her 
arm from her ungenial lover, and encircle 
it round bis own^ 

At lengtfa, by aid of a map of Loa- 
don, from whidi bis- lordship had drawn 
his line of march, Lord Derville. arrived 
at onef of those courts of Europe, v^hich 
Mr. Foxcraft recommended thi& young 
noble to visit. Into this his lorcUhip 
led his sister, and at the momeot he 
did so, 3 book-stall at the eatratice of 
the court attracted the attention of Mr. 
«ternham, even from his beloved-. for 
on it he bebeld a volume of hi» on?» 
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from her ungenial suitor ; " we must not 
thus ßy ftom him, or Lady Derville witt 
never— no, Bever pardon me."^ 

" If he 18 your sanctioned«— yoetr ac- 
cepied lover, Miss^ Frederick, Mr. Monson- 
will instaTitly rcstore you to him, with 
proper apologies fbr daring to suppose you 
cotdd feel more liappy in Separation from 
him.** 

'* You caimot, Mr. Monson^ conceive 
hitn my sanctioned lover, or indeed, my 
lover at au,'* replied Rosabella, in con- 
formity with her benefactress^s command, 
not to betray his passion to her young^ 
friends. 

" The latter I most assuredly do^ since 
his own presuming glances proclaim it 
ta all around him : — but ere he emerges 
from his passion at the bookseller's and 
foUows you, I implore you, teil me, is 
not my infatuated grandmother rendering^ 
you miserable by her sanction to his hate- 
fiil suit, and persecutes you to accept 

him?" 

" Charles,** replied Rosabella "with visi- 
ble emotion; ** spare me questione I can^ 
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not reply to with candour ; and spare, 
I implore you, my grateful beart the pang 
of hearing even the supposition, that my 
beloved benefactress could aid in making 
the child of her bounty miserable j or 
could persecute a being for whom she has 
evinced a tender attachment»" 
. " Yet, 1 5>ee, I feel, I can divine my sup- 
position is just ; and therefore it is in vain 
you evade an ans wer to my question/' . 

At this moment they arrived at the 
shop Xvhere Lady Meliora waa to make 
some of her cheap purchasea to please 
her eider brother; although her heart 
panted for the eclat of dealing at the most 
e2U;rav£^ant houses in town — at one of 
which, throiigh the recommendation of 
her Dublin milliner, her court dress for 
presentation had been ordered; and all 
the time these purchases . were making, 
no Mr. Sternham appeared, to the no 
smaU alarm of Rosabella, who doubted 
not bis having returned to Albemarle 
Street, to awaken the displeasure of Lady 
DeryiUe against Charles and herseif. 
The purchases of Lady Meliora for her- 
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seif and Rosa at length were made, when 
they retümed to the hotelf whefe they 
found Mr. Sternhatn had arrived befbre 
them ; and had, as Rosaliella mentally anti- 
cipated, highly irritated her bene&ctresji 
against her. 

** Miss Frederick/' her ladyship ex- 
claimed, the moment Rosa appeared. 
** I find you most repectßdly and deco^ 
rously ran away from that protection J 
placed you under. Upon my word, the 
young ladies of the preseiit period have 
good courage, and are tolei'able adepts 
in the arts df speculating äoquetry : bat 
sometimes they may play too deepa game« 
and overreach themselves." 

The timid spirit of Rosabella, now made 
more susceptible by griefa that preyed upon 
her heart, was at once subdued by the 
voice of such unmerited unkindness. Ever 
to have replied with any thing but Sub- 
mission to reproöf from her protectresd, 
her gratitude would have recoiled in ,hop- 
ror from ; but now, her only reply was 
tears, when worlds she would have given 
to fly from the room to effect their con- 
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cealment ; but that she feared would seeia 
indicative of disrespeet to her revered 
reprover; and yet, to stay in tears, afler 
inich a palpable aUasion to the object of 
her implied speculations, would appear 
as if she shed them to awaken the pity 
t>f Mr. Monson ; and this idea once sug- 
gested to her delicacy» she strove with all 
her mental powers — and they were migbty 
in 'the cause — to rally her firmness, and 
^combat successfully with her feelings* 

But she might now weep on without 
«n effort at ceasing, since the efiect she 
dreaded would be ascribed to her teara 
Md instantatieously operated j and Charles 
at that moment knew not w4>icb was most 
predominant» his interest for Rosa, ia- 
dtgnation at Mr. Sternham^s representa^ 
tions, or displeasure agaiust Lady Der* 
ville for believing them* Casting glancea 
on all» expressive of his feelings^ be stQpd 
irresolute which to address fir^t; but the 
part of a comforter seemed the .most re- 
sistless, and ke ftew to Rosabella, and 
snatched her band into his s|rmpathizing 
grasp, in the same instant that his aister^ 
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ciaq>ed her belovod friend to her coq»^ 
misetating bosom. 

" What!*' exclaimed Lady Dervill^ 
<< «ad do my own grandehildren combia^ 
•gainst me, and thus opeoly countenancf 
an ingrate I have «uch juat cause at thi» 
moment to be displeased with ?" 

^* We openly countenance a dear girl^ 
who is unjostly accused of acting with 
impropriety trnd disrespect to you, gi'an4- 
mama/' said Lady Mdliora» Casting aa 
faidignsuit look at the scowling Mr. Stenv 
bam. 

<^ Madam/' said Charles haugbtily) 
*^ You fnust aUow me to set you rights 
f elattve to a circumstance wfaich has heev 
maliciousiy represented to you* — Mr. Steriv 
harn, preferring an angry attack upon an 
unoffending book-vender, to the protection 
of Miss Frederick, which your ladyship S(^ 
impressively assigned htm, threw the band 
of Miss Frederick most uncöurteously 
from his arm ; and surely, neitber your 
ladyship nor the irascible gentleman %ipi- 
selfy could suppose me so very a aavage^ aa 
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tb allow her to stand patiently waiting 
in the street, to be buffeted and stared 
at by the passing multitude, in humble 
expectation of the restoration of that pro« 
tection, which had been so unceremonious* 
ly withdrawn from her. The court I lad 
Miss Frederick into, to join my brother 
and sister, after she was thus degradingly 
tfarown ofF, was as open to Mr. Sternham 
as to me ; who^ had he been anxious to 
prove himself worthy of the sacred trust 
your ladyship honoured him with, would 
eagerly have followed us to apologize — 
if that were possible — for his reprehensible 
dereliction ; and to regaia from me that 
Charge I found it incumbent upon me 
to undertake, when it was thrown to the 
mercy of the passing muititudei.*' 

*^ As clear a case as ever was pleaded 
at any bar of judgment," exclaimed Mrs* 
0*Dowd gaily ; ** and eager am I, my 
most eloquent honey, for the prompt de^- 
cision of jury and judge^ that we may 
on to execution at the breakfast table z 
-for I am pitiably hungry. Come, the 
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charg^e was made with animatiany — ^th^ 
delfence ably advocated. Are any witr 
nesses to be calied ? Mortiiner Earl Der^ 
vill€, and Lady Meliora Monson, come into 
court; and being sworn, quickly depose» 
that I, as sapidht Jury, may give my 
verdict; that the venerable judge may 
promptly pass sentence. Here, kiss this 
roll of the staff of life, and swear by 
its pithy Contents, * if Rosabella Frederick 
absolutely ran away from the protection 
of the Äeverend Thornby Stemham, 
under the undue in^uence of tUat briU 
üant spark the Homoftrabie Charles Mon^- 
€on?'^ 

" It matters not, Madam,*' said Mr. 
Stemham, pafe with rage, " your trou- 
iiling yourself upon the subject; since 
what one of the party affirms the rest will 
«wear to.'* 

" Have a care, Sir," exclaimed Charles, 
'Sternly, " how you again give utterance 
to such insulting language ; for as your 
sacred profession shields you from hostile 
measures, I <:an only premise the same 
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house shall not contain you and me,* if 
it is repeated* ^t now» Mr8.0'Dowd^ 
let US turn to a mote pleastng business» 
and commence cur long protracted breakk 
fast" 
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had he disappeared, whea he rushed back 
to announce, ^^ that another^ acout had 
brought inforination, that all tbe illustrious 
foreigners were going in State to West- 
inin£rf:er Abbey, to hear a Te Deum sung 
for peace ;*' and ere he could give utte^ 
rance to his advice, immediately to set out 
for the Abbey, Counsellor Silverfee rushed 
in with intelligence of all the heroes being, 
to an absolute certainty, engaged to a 
süperbe dejeüne at twelve o'clock, at War* 
wick House $ and ere there was time to 
decide, if Warwick Street was tbe most 
promising pomt of attraction, the man 
of politeness, without fee or reward» bnt 
from self-applause^ in the consciousness 
of acting genteely, entered, to proclaim 
Carlton House the concentration of cu- 
riosity for that morning, as the Prince 
Kegent was to have a Levee. 

But scarcely was this intelligence de- 
livered» when Oracle from new authority 
announced, ^^ that to an absolute certain- 
ty, the whole of the illustrious foreign 
party would set out in grand procession, 
at eleven o'clock, to pay their compliments 
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Madam! to Hyde Park and Kensington 
Gardens." 

'* Ah, my! only think now," Mrs. 
0*Dowd exclaimed; " bad I been me- 
^tamorphosed for some of my wild Irish 
pi-anks, by some sylvan despot, into a tree 
in thät park or garden,;! öhould have seen 
those wonders. — But, sir/' turning to hfer 
Delphic oracIe, " where will I go this 
morning, that I will have a pbssible chance 
of seeing these foreign wonders ?" 

" Really, madam,*' he consequentially 
replied, " I cannot just yet teil you ; bat 
we have had eleven scouts of our own out, 
arid Sir Squander Strewgold six, since 
seven o^cloek this morning^, dispatched 
to vario'us parts- of the town to obtain 
autheiitic intelligence from persons in 
Office, Madam, of where the monarchs 
can be Seen to the best advantage ; ^ and 
the motnent, madam, these messengers 
return, you may depend upon having im- 
mediate intimation of the Information tbey 
bring." 

Xnstantly Mrs. O'Dowd prese'nted him 
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with a two pound bank note» as a re- 
taining fee for intelligence ; which one 
of the Walters in attendance upon the 
breakfast party perceiving, thought he 
might as well lay claim to a reward too, 
and advancing to her, flippantly said : 

*^ Madam, I just heard from a brother 
of the wife of the particular friend of 
the first Clerk of the soap-boiler, who 
supplies the laundress, who washes for 
one of tJie Prince Regent's pages, that 
on the arrival of some of the foreign stäte 
yesterday at St. James's, they declined 
the grand dinner prepared for them, and 
desired to have beefsteaks and porter ; 
which, madam, I thinks was wastly iin« 
genteel for wisitors to object to what the 
wisited arranged for them; more espe- 
cially what a prince prowided for them." 
• At this moment the feed oracle re- 
entered. 

" Madam," he said, " our first scout 
has just returned ; and' if you wish to 
see the emperor pass from bis Chamber to 
the drawing-rooms in the Pulteney Hotel, 
tickets are delivering at the bar." 

VOL. II. K 
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** Send and secure tickets for us, cost 
trhat tbey will,** exclaimed the overjoyed 
Mrs. 0*Dowd, 

At this tnoment, another waiter, who 
bad heard o£ Mrs. 0*Dowd*s liberality, 
rushed in. 

" Oh ! Madatn,** he cried, <* another 
messenger has returned with intelligence, 
that the emperor is to hand the Grand- 
duchess down the grand staircase to her 
earriage, precisely at one o'clock, at Cum- 
beriand House; and tickets are issuing 
for the sight at the Lord Chamberiain's 
Office«*' 

** Oh, my !" said Mrs. O'Dowd, « this 
is a better tbing still ! Pray, sir," to h^r 
Oracle, ** procnre us tickets," and then 
put sotne silver tokens of her liberality 
into the hands of this important intelli- 
gencer:— but Oracle, not pleased at this* 
trespass upon bis ground of emolument, 
announced, •* that any tickets frcnn the 
Lord Chamberlain's office could only be 
procured through interest, and thereforc 
he feared nothing could be done ; but 
he would go and inquire :" and, scarcely 
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had he disappeared, whea he rushed back 
to announce, ^^ that another^ scout had 
brought infiarination, that all tbe illustrious 
fbreigners were going in State to West- 
minster Abbey, to hear a Te Deum sung 
for peace \' and ere he could give utte- 
rance to his advice, imnaediately to set out 
for the Abbey, Counsellor Silverfee rushed 
in with intelligence of all the heroes being, 
to an absolute certainty, engaged to a 
süperbe dejeüne at twelve o'clock, at War« 
wick House ; and ere there was time to 
decide, if Warwick Street was tbe most 
promising pomt of attraction, the man 
of politeness, without fee or reward» bot 
from self-applause, in the consciousness 
of acting genteely, entered, to prodaim 
Carlton House the concentration of cu* 
riosity for that moming, as the Ptince 
Regent was to have a Levee. 

But scarcely was this intelligence de- 
livered, when Oracle from new authority 
announced, ^^ that to an absolute certain- 
ty, the whole of the illustrious foreign 
party would set out in grand procession, 
at eleven o'clock, to pay their compHments 
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can you inform us where that soniewhere 
ought to be ?" 

*' I am so happy as to have it in my 
power to teil you that ; and to prove your 
«scort as well as guido: and indeed, I 
€:ame thus early fpr the pleasing purpose 
of being useful/' Lady Wilemore replied. 
*< The emperor and king are to pay their 
respects to Het Majesty at Buckingfaam 
House, and then to proceed down the Mall 
to Carlton House, therefore St. Jamea's 
Park is the only place in the world (o 
be inj and as my carrlage has the pri« 
vilege of passing through it, I can take 
as many as it can äccommodate. Lady 
Derville, you will do me the honour ol 
accompanying me, I trust/* 

Lady Derville, too much chagrined to 
find her spirits equal to the undertaking, 
excused herseif 

" Dear me ! I am vastly sorry," said her 
speculating ladyship ; who meant, she was 
vastly glad: " however, I trust Lady 
Meliora will do me the honour of ac- 
companying Mrs. O'Dowd, my niece Miss 
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Standard» who is waiting in my carriage, 
— and me, with — let me see how many I 
can accotnmodate. We must have the 
esccrt of all the gentlemen. No attempt* 
ing any thing upon tsuch occasions without 
protecting beaux» and therefore —— " 

•* Rosabella promptly perceiving Lady 
Wiletnore was manoeuvring to leave her at 
home» and Hot having intended to ac*» 
Company the party out that morning^ 
teflt she fthould increase her beloved be« 
neiactress^s alarms relative to Mr. Mon« 
9on; instantly relieved Lady Wilemorg 
firom any further e£brt for her e^clü«. 
lioD. 

** And I too am sorry to say, I am cottin 
peUed to the necessity of excusing myself 
from attendance upon your ladysbip/* said 
Lord Derviüe ; ** since I unfortunately 
formed an engagement yesterday that can» 
Dot be broken through, as it is to claim 
the promise of a lady to sing for me» 
at two o'clock to day, in Bryanstone 
Square.'* 

" What ! Miss Vandelure !" exclaimed 
Lady Wilemore with quickness. 
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** The same," his lordsbip answered, 
blushlng. 

** See, how well I gaessed ! for she i» 
the absolute rage at present. The men 
are wild about her ; because they say, ^ she 
is the greatest beauty, and the most ac- 
complished creature of the age.' But I 
say, ^ it is because she has the best stored 
coffers of the age/ There is a nephew of 
mihe wooing her with all bis might, and 
not without good hopes of success ; for he 
is the handsomest and wildest fellow about 
town; and he and I are perpetually sparring 
about which it is, her fascination of per- 
son or wealth, that has captivated bim and 
all mankind/' 

" Lord Derville blushed more deeply 
still ; and, not in the least relishing this in« 
telligenee, determined to üy to his friend 
Foxcraflt the moment the party set out 
for the park, to question him relative 
to this alarming nephew of Lady Wije- 
more's. 

Lady Wilemore at length pronounced 
it time to set out to secnre a goöd Station } 
and the still suUen Mr. Stemham attempt- 
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ed to excuse himself from accompanylng 
the party, when Lord Derville tlirough pity 
to poor Rosabella, for whom he feared some 
very unpleasant lecture was in störe — pro- 
nounced, that one gentleman would be 
insufBcient to take care of so many ladies, 
were they compelled to quit their carriage 
and walk through any crowd ; but even 
this incentive to go, Mr. Sternham would 
bave resisted, had not bis patroness, 
alarmed at the Suggestion that her idol 
Meliora ixiight require protection, made 
it a point with him to comply. 

The moment the party set out for St. 
James's Park, Lord Derville flew off to 
seek Mr. Foxcraft; when Lady Derville 
declared her intention, since her coach 
was at the door, of going accompanied 
by her own maid» to take an airing in 
Hyde Park. 

Tears from the surcharged heart of 
Rosabella, started to her eloquent eyes, 
on hearing this decision of her bepefac* 
tress, so indicative of high displeasure ; but 
the Observation of those starting tears 
seemed to subdue a little the anger of her 
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ladyshipi whö, ere Mrs. Dermot had obey- 
ed her summons, said : 

" If you choose to honour me with y our 
Company, Miss Frederick, I shall not take 
Dermot with me !-— but I do not ask you^ 
ma'am, to sacrifice your time to me, lest 
my Society should prove as irksome to you 
as the worthy Mr. Sternham's did this 
moming." 

" My dear, dear Lady Derville/' Rosa 
exclaimed, ** how can you believe such 
terrible things of me ? Snrely you, under 
whose fostering care I was reared, ought 
to know my heart better ; ought to know 
it incapable of any thing but reverence to 
your wishes/' 

** If this is true, Miss JVederick, why do 
you not give me conviction of your since* 
rity, and lull my torturing apprehensiofis 
at once, by giving that due encourage* 
ment, that proper attention to the suit 
of Mr. Sternham it well merits ?*' 

"Alas! Madam,'' replied Rosabell«, 
^ and is the total wreck of my earthly 
happiness necessary to remove your appre- 
hensiöhs of my duplicity ? And mußt I 
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wed a man my heart recoih from, to 
convince you I am not artfuUy and im« 
gi'atefuUy manceuvring for Mr» Monspn'a 
min ?'* 

'^ Your language is rather too energetic» 
Miss Frederick : but in less forcible term» 
I acknowledge^ that your marriage with 
Mr. Sternham can alone restore my opi- 
nion of you to its once exalted height.'' 

** Ala«! then, Madam,*' replied the 
heart* wrung Rosa, ^^ by that means it can 
never be restored. But, surely, surely, my 
benefactress, there must exist sorae other 
means less decisive in the destruction of 
my happiness to annihilate your apprehen« 
sions. My banishment to any spot upon 
the surface of the globe» except the habi- 
tation of Mrs« Deborah Sternham» I am 
ready to accede to, for the restoration of 
your peace :*«*4iut do not» my dear, my 
maternaliy dear and kind protectress !««• 
do not require the füll sacriäce of my 
earthly happiness, to lull your aj^rehen^ 
sions of Mr. Monson's degrading himfielf 
by an attachment to the naniekas de- 
peudent upaa your benevolience. Oh! 
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Lady Derville, could my heart's cvcry 
thought . become manifest to you this 
moment ; could aU its sentiments, and its 
most inmost secrets be revealed to you, 
then you would find you have nothing 
to apprehend from my machinations." 

" Child !" responded Lady DervUIe, 
melted a little from her inflexibility, ** I 
require no sacrifice of earthly happiness 
from you. I wish to establish you in* a 
respectable style» as a happy wife to an 
estimable man/' 

^ A happy wife to Mr. Sternham ! Oh! 
Lady Derville !" Rosa articulated, raising 
her expressive eyes with mournful elo- 
qi^ence, and fixing them with a toucfaing 
appeal opon her benefactress. 

^' I awn, Rosabella, I did not expect 
this romantic foUy, this childish contu* 
macy from you,** said her ladyship ; ** but 
although I drop the subject for this day, 
m pity to your present puerile reiuctance, 
be assured, I will not relinquish my stre- 
nuous exertions to persuade you into hap- 
piness, by becoming the wife of a worthy 
man : whilst as to Mr. Monson, if he ever 
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fbrms a matrimonial alliance without my 
express approbation, I will never see him 
more ; — will hever receive bis wife: and 
altbougb I will not be so unchristian as to 
utter my malediction upon tbeir heads, I 
will never gild tbeir weddfed patb by even 
my dying benediction. 

** For Mr. Monson*s sake I trust,** said 
Rosa impressively, " no cause may ever 
arise to lead to the Performance of sucb 
a determtnation as this ; but me it can 

never affect, since Oh ! Lady Der- 

ville, that my heart could be laid open 
tö your scrutiny, and then you would 
believe it can never aflTect me." 

At this moment Dermot entered with 
her ladyship's pelisse, when Lady Derville 
desiring our heroine to go and equip her- 
seif for accompanying her, Rosa instantly 
withdrew in compliance ; and with her 
tearful eyes bent to the ground, to prevent 
all whom she might encounter on the way 
from perceiving she had been weeping, 
she made no Observation of a man who 
emerged from an apartment she passed 
on her way to her Chamber j who started 
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OQ beboiding her/ and became stationary 
to gaze^ as long as she remained in view i 
then hastened to malte inquiry in the 
house : *^ If there was any family from 
Ireland in the hotel ? who they were ? and 
if they were iikely to remain any time 
in their present abode ?** and, upon having 
all these interrogatories replied to, he 
returned to his apartment in evident dis« 
cooiposure ; and in the course of half an 
hour departed bag and baggage, leaving 
no trace of him behind. 

Rosabella, pensive and sad, accompanied 
Lady Derville j when, during their airing, 
her ladyship, not true to her proniise^ 
frequently reverted to Mr. Sternham's 
suit : therefore comfortless and unsalutary 
to poor Rosabella proved the excursion ; 
Hor were the causes which made it so, — 
in the suspended kindness and affection of 
her benefactress— Iikely to be decreased, 
when on their return, as they were driving 
through Piccadilly, Lady Derville was at- 
tracted by a lady and gentlenian in an 
open carriage, gazing intently at Rosa 
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as they passed, atid uttering exciamations 
of the most decided admiration. 

^* The carriage of Lady Derville also 
was open, therefore there was no impe* 
diment to view or sound; and her lady«« 
ship had the mortification to hear these 
decided and eothusiastic adtntrers of hef 
protegSe hailed and prociaitned by the 
surrounding inultitude-~assembled for the 
purpose of beholding them — as the Em« 
peror Alexander and the Duchess of Ol- 
denburg. 

*^ Surely, beauty in Russia must be 
whoUy unlike what is estimated in this 
cduntrri'' exciaimed her ladyship, in a 
tone that forcibly proclaimed how power« 
fully the admiration of those illustrious 
personages had operated to the discom- 
posure of her temper. 

" Indeed," said Rosa calmly, whilst her 
cheeks were mantled with the bright blush 
of natural pleasure, of which her vanity 
was not insensible, although her reason 
taught her to lament such admiration had 
bee» audible — *' Indeed, I believe the 
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estimation of beauty varies tts form in 
every country.** 

" Therefore no woman need plume her- 
seif in gratified vanity, on the admiration 
of a foreigner," replied her ladyship. 

^* Until taste can find some criterion 
to decide its infallibility by, the admiration 
of no one individual need cause a plume 
of vanity to expand in exultation/' re- 
turned Rosa« in tones expressive only of 
acquiescence. 

They shortly after reached their hotel^ 
where they found the tickets of Lady 
Flowerdew for all the ladies of our Hiber« 
nian party, on whom her ladyship had per- 
sonally caUed, 
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CHAPTER XIL 

Dinner had been ordered at a very late 
hour, but still it was kept waiting an im- 
mensity of time, before the party ußder 
the auspices of Lady Wilemore returned^ 
weary, disappointed, and consequently, 
not quite in the altitude of cheerful spirits. 
' After placing themselves in an excellent 
Situation in St. James's Park, the wonder 
arising, tbat no stationary crowd was as«- 
sembled tbere» induced Lady Wilemore 
to send an inquiry to the queen's house, 
when information was retumed» ^' her 
majesty was not to hold her court uatil 
five o'clock } but at that present moment, 
the emperor was holding bis court at 
Cumberland-House,. and when that ter- 
minated, the Prince Regent and Platoff^ 
with a grand procession, were to proceed 
on foot to Clarence-House» to wait on the 
King of Prussia/^ 

Immediately our party became wild to 
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behold this procession ; and Lady Wile- 
more gave orders to her coachman, to go 
into the stable-yard. — But into the stable- 
yard they could not penetrate a horse's 
hoof, the throng of persons. and carriages^ 
was so immieüse ; and all that was dSfected 
by the attempt was an entanglement with 
other carriages maktng a sknilar efihrt, 
and for the impetuous Charles to spring 
out of Lady Wilemore's landau^ to drag 
a coachman off bis bo^c, who» by the com« 
mand of the ladies to whom ha was cbsu 
tioteer-»'* to push on, and not mind the 
p6ople''-«had dashed in amongst the mul* 
titttde, to th« peril of many lives. 

Half a dozen sturdy fellows had arrested 
th€ progress of the horses, and Charles 
from bis commanding height, instantly 
succeeded in wr^sting the coachman fh)m 
bis seat, to the great dismay and voluble 
fury of the four personage« within the 
barouche he drove. 

The Burrounding multitude now began 
to cheer this exploit of the intrepid 
Charles, which had set the oral faculty 
of the humane creatures annoyed by it 
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into vociferous motion ; when their inso« 
lent charioteer, encouraged by tbem to 
further daringt nised his whip- over the 
the head of Mr. Monson» whose pride and 
spirit not brooking such an indignity» 
without pausing to reflect if the law of 
ihe land was upon his side or not, h« 
wrested the whip from the aggressor, on 
wbose back he laid it, with a dexterity 
and effect, that made the air soon resound 
with the cri^3 and execrations of the chas* 
tised, the railing of his shrill abettors, and 
the acclamations of the spectators, who 
swore the chastiser was a noble hero, and 
the chastised a dastärdly coward» to let a 
youth trim him^ who in athletic power 
might have coped with any noted pugilist 
of the day. 

Charles possessed no vlndictive, although 
an impetuous spirit : baving achieved the 
power of punishing a culprit, bis zest for 
it soon evaporated ; and ceasing his inflic* 
tion, he threw the whip up on the box» 
and spinning the oifender round, bade 
him go solicit the pardon of bis fellow 
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beings, whose lives. he had so mercilessly 
menaced. 

** You are no gentleman !— no gentle- 
man l nothing but a poltroon ! a cowardly 
low fellow!*' exclaimed the vixen, to 
whom this inhuman assassia was coach- 
man, standing iip in her barouche, " or 
you would not have assaulted my coach- 
man in such an outrageous manner, when 
you saw I had no male protector in the 
carriage with me. 

. " From the Orders, madam, you so audi- 
bly gave your miscreant, — *to push on, 
and not mind the people,' — " said Charles, 
" I naturally conceived, the individual, 
whose bosom contained the heart of a 
hyena, could require no male protection : 
— ^for had you, — ^you would not have so 
forfeited every claim to it.** 

" Insolent, as cowardly !** exclaimed the 
shrew, echoed by the three furies, her 
companions. — '* Oh i I only wish I knew 
who you are, that either my husband or 
soD might call you out, or chastise you, 
according to your Station/' 
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*' Would, most gentle creatüre ! it were 
always in my power, so readily to realise 
the wishes of the softer sex!*' Charles 
replied, bowing in mock reverence, as he 
handed her his card ; which she snatched, 
with an uncourteous energy, correspond- 
ing with her whole display of conduct; 
when he retreated to the landau of Lady 
Wilemore, attended by a new burst of 
cheering, 

Mr. Monson found his sister in tears, 
awakened by alarm for him ; Mrs. O'Dowd 
trembling in terror, at his impetuous rash- 
ness ; Mr. Sternham looking the chilling 
apathy of his heart, that could feel no 
interest for a being who had mortally 
offended him ; whilst Lady Wilemore held 
forth in his praise, and Miss Standard, (a 
rather pretty, fashionable looking woman« 
of five-and-twenty) sat totally silent, bat 
with marked attention observing the af- 
fray. 

" Well," exclaimed her ladyship, after 
Charles apologised, for having so abruptly 
quitted his party, for such a hostile pur- 
pose, — " Well, as you are safe, I quite ex- 
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ult in one belonging to me having per- 
formed such a praise-worthy and beroic 
exploit* — Indeed) could pedestrians find 
such Champions as Mr. Monson, in times 
of peril, manj a fair lady would venture 
into the streets, who now trembles at the 
danger of it. — ^Well might the multitude 
hau you, as their deliverer !— And herc 
bas been your lovely sister, spoiling her 
refulgent eyes, weeping all the time you 
were performing your gallant exploit; 
whilst every other young female eye, I 
doubt not, that was riveted upon you, was 
leading their hearts to a prompt surrender. 
£h ! what say you Alinda ? you, who are 
ready to kneel down and worship valour, 
what say you ? I saw you vastly attentive, 
and I know you are so careless about pass- 
ing events, that nothing but intense admira* 
tion ever elicits and fixes your attention. — 
But Mr. Monson, valiant as I see you are, 
I must advise you, as a friend, not to be- 
stow your aifections on that dove-Iike 
looking lady there; since it is strongly 
suspected she is secretly in love with the 
unconquered Wellington. — But jesting a- 
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part, shB really looks upon valour so in- 
dispensable in the recommendation of a 
man to her favour, that she absöhitely, 
when she was only fifteen, refused a baron 
of immense wealth, and young, and band* 
some too, because bis lordship had declined 
a challenge upon the plea of conscience.'* 

** As she was only fifteen, we may ex- 
cuse her for so young an exploit," said 
Mrs. O'Dowd ; "but as we have allpassed 
that very juvenile period of excusaUüty^ 
we cannot be excused if we forget the 
purpose that brought us from home: so 
my dear Lady Honey, pray order your 
people to try and get us into the scene of 
action, by some other avenue." 

Her ladyship immediately complied, 
and they proceeded by the Horse-Guards, 
Charing Gross, &c., into Fall Mall ; but oii 
arriving near St. James's, they became so 
entangled with other carriages, they could 
not proceed. 

** Disappointment upon disappointment," 
exclaimed Lady Wilemore, " iike poor 
Lady Scareman's projects for her unsale- 
ables !" 
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** What are Lady Scaretnan's unsale- 
ables, my honey ?*' demanded Mrs. O* 
Dowd, 

" Why, her »three hundred and sixty 
five daughtersy whom she has been pre- 
senting for sale, at every husband mart 
in the United Kingdom, for the last Cen- 
tury, but without success. I do declare, 
had I been she, I should have procured a 
dark room, as crafty linen-drapers do, to 
deceive the opticks, and have put them 
up to public auction long ago, and have had 
done with it: since nothing can be so 
annoying, as hawking about girls who 
do*nt take, year after year. A chaperon 
must feel so awkward, so niortified, so 
heartless, so consciously foolish, knowing 
her effbrts will still prove fruitless. Well, 
I trust, when my girls spring up, I shall 
not have such ^ humiliating gauntlet to 
run with them ; since I have been spoiled 
for a patient drudge of a chaperon ; as all 
niy nieces, who have been introduced in 
town, have raarried ofF like wild-fire ; no 
sooner seen than snapped up; and all, 1 
really believe, because they were so care- 
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less about wh^ther they captivated or not. 
All of them subscribing in opinioQ with 
me, that if it is your fate to be married, 
tbe husband will come to band you to the 
altar» even fi'om tbe most impenetrable 
shade of retirement. But as to Alinda, I 
really believe sbe fancies ber coro sposQ 
is to emanate out of some old book-wonn ; 
since sbe is studying for improvement 
evennore; I conclude to form berself 
into a rational companion for a man of 
intellect, wben the attractive bloom of 
youtb shall bave passed away/' 

'* My. dear madam !*' exclaimed Miss 
Standard, placing a pretty white band be« 
fi)re tbe mouth of ber voluble aunt, ^^ I 
importune you, cease to talk tbus of ' mot 
or I must jump out of the carriage." 

•* Well, well," replied Lady Wilemore, 
*^ since I must not procced on my bobby- 
horse, as my favourite niece's proneur^ I 
sball employ tbe muse of Mr. Monson, to 
compose an Ode to Humility, to be dedi- 
cated to ber, wbo is above praise.*~Pray 
are you a poet, Mr. Monson ?" 

^^ I once attempted an elegy, upon the 
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unftimely &te of a rcdbu)» to please Mka 
TSr&^enck aad my sister»*' Cbajrlo« xer 
ptied : ^^ and my success certainly bid fttr 
to rurnl If iw Oldboy'» *» who ingeoMusly 
cootrived *lovs^ aed joy^ fvt Tbi^e.~-I 
tfiipk my iQii^ifar effort was ' tomb «od 
veq»»' w my bacoaoey of asKsimäatjog con^ 
aonanto." 

" Watt then, wc mußt apply t© your 
brother for the Ode, cdnce all yGwig peera 
now are poets«" 

*^ I fear/' said Lady Meliora» srnUiDg» 
*^ that would only be Terifying ao old 
adage, that teils of a lengthened journey 
texfoiasAing in worse fare." 

^* Theo perhaps you are a musician, 
tboQgjbi not a poet» Mr. Monson ?'' aaid 
Lady Wilemore. 

^^ Altbough no musician, I am enthosi- 
astically fond of good muric ; particularly 
vocal," he replled. 

f* Oh thep, Alioda diall delight you !" 

** Dear, Ma'am J'' exelaimed Mis6 Stand- 
ardy *^ tb§i i». very injudiciou^ ; and I must- 

« Liond and Claritiiu 
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sajy ratibei?*^! do not hwm well ^at 
term to give it !-^btit .caeitaicily» yeiy tlarm^ 
iBg to me ; sinoe» after JNiiiriöiilogy, I sfaaS 
never £nd courage to sitig or plaj beföre 
Mr. Monson/*. 

" Nonsense, child ! you, who have been 
pronoüficed a perfect musidan, a perfect 
Syren, by the very ßrst professors }— «but^ 
you are so shockmgly timid! you have 
imbibed so iiumble aa opinion of yoitr 
Qwn oertainly great merks, that you neirer 
show yourself off to advantage like otfaer 
girW 

No eflfort of Lady Wilem0re*s ooat^« 
fiian to get into the Stableyard, ptoving 
succesaful, iheix patience at lei^h beoaime 
ex^usted, and all witfa ro^ullooks at eadi 
other denumded, *^ what better qoiild btf 
done, than sittkig there like aisipletons i'' 

** I think/* said Lady Wilemore, ** our 
only plan now is, to make the best of oui^ 
way to tbe PuHeney Hotel ; and if we can- 
not procure admission to see the Emperoe 
in the hoose, Station ourselves opposite tb# 
Windows, ^ere no doubt he and the 
Ducbeas will appear.'' 

X. t 
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To the Pulteney Hotel the carriage now 
was ordered, and as they drove up St. 
James's Street» Lady Wflemore cried out— 

^^ Look ! look ! Alinda» at your poor 
inamorato, your Knight o£*tbe SorrowfuI 
Countenance !** 

** Dear. Lady Wilemore !'* returned 
Miss Standard, ^^ you have given the poor 
man an appeUation, which does not be- 
long to him, that of being any one's ina- 
morato, but bis own ; and as to the other» 
i really think it does not suit him eitber ; 
but indeed I am so stupid, as seldom to 
discover much aptitude in any sohriquet.** 

^^ Oh ! I know you reprobate all nick« 
names : and I am sure you, of all people, 
liave no cause to quarrel with them : — now 
has she, Mr. Monson? You mustknow, 
her iather, Frebendary of , is not the 
eldest brother ; so none of bis daughters 
having a right to the appellation of Miss 
Standard, and the Christian names of bis 
three ghrls being rather puzzlingly similar 
«— MaUnda, Clinda» and Alinda, it waa 
difficult to disttnguish them ; so, at length, 
it was agreed nem. con^ by the city of • 
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tb call the eldest who was quite a hel^sprit^ 
• the Standard of Wit,* the second, who is 
exquisitely formed, * the Standard of Sym- 
metry/ and this unassuming» creep^mouse 
girl here, * the Standard of Perfection/ — 
NoWy I say, Mn Monson^ has she any 
reason to complain ?" 

" Certainly not :'* Charles gallantly re- 
plied, ** nor after this, can Miss Standard 
surely affirm with sincerity, ^ that she can 
8ee no aptitude in any sobriqtiet.* " - 

** That was poHtely said, Mr. Monson j" 
the Standard of Perfection now mildly 
murmured out, with an embarrassed air, 
betraying carefully that her sensitive bash- 
iiilness was pained ; ^^ but, surely, I cannot 
pride myseif upon the too partial appella* 
tion, adjudged to me by friends and neigh* 
bours, who, knowing me intimately from 
my very infancy, became parentally blind 
to aU my failings/* 

Mr. Monson was about to make that 
obvious response, the self-eulogy of the 
&ir daughter of Humility pointed outj 
but on that instant, the carriage stopping, 
through compulsion, near the end of Dover 
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Street in Piceadilly, he was deputed hy all, 
te malce his way up to the Pulteaey Hotel, 
smee the carriage could not, and leam 
there, what could be done : but shortly he 
returaed from thence, with tibe inortüying 
intelligence, ** that even he, »ingly, could 
not penetrate his way into tbe Hotel; 
that a Standing for the carriage out of the 
public line of movement, was equally im- 
possible ; but that h€ had learned, the 
Emperor had returned, and it was ru- 
moured would shortly proceed to Saint 
Paul's, ere he attended her majesty's 
court.** 

*^ What say you to a jflight to Saint 
Pauls?" Said Lady Wilemore, *^ where we 
must find room." 

Tbis plan roeeting the approbation of 
all, they proceeded to Saint PauFs, where, 
with many a fellow sufierer, disappoint* 
ment awaited them; in consequence of 
her majesty's drawing-room interfering 
with the intended imperial visit to this 
fine structure ; when Lady Wilemore pro- 
posed an attempt to get a view of them, 
ei^ring or emerging from fiuckingham 


fiame ; büt> Inckless in aU theif dferto 
Ibr the gratiücation of their curiosity 
that di^, by the time they arrived in the 
PäiHr, the iUtt8triou& strangers had left her 
tnajesty's court, and were gone to pay 
their eompliment» to the Princess Charj^ 
fotte; and, by the time they made their 
fliucb impeded way to Warwick Street, 
the ignis fatuus royals were safely lodged 
for dinner ät Carlton House. 

*• Well then, ßerforce we müst relinquish 
our vexatious pursuit," said Lady Wile- 
more ; ^' and, after leaving ouf kind 
companions in fatigue and sufiering in 
Albemarie Street, Alinda, yoii and I 
mast travel home, and e'en content our- 
selvea with the light beverage of tea for 
eur repast, since I am certain possibility 
ef dinihg will be at an end, a» I requested 
Sir Gilbert not to wait for us; and the 
moment attendance on him was over, I 
doubt not Madiam Cookey^ and all, were 
off to view, or, at least, I mean, to seek 
the wonders.'*^ 

This was too direct an appeal to the 
hospitality of Mr» Monson, to pertnit hit 
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national propensity to allow htm to disre- 
gard it } and he politely made his request 
that her ladyship and Miss Standard would 
honour them with tbeir Company at dinner. 
A request, to which her ladyship most 
graciously acceded, to the no great satis- 
faction of the inviter, since he wag already 
weary of the perpetual praises of the 
Standard of Perfection ; however, after a 
few moments of chagrin, he derived a 
sudden beam of consolation through reooU 
lection, that the presence of strangers 
must suspend the persecution of poor 
RosabeUa, by restraining the insufierable 
wooing of her presumptuous suitor. 

Dinner was announced immediately after 
the arrival of the royalty hunters; and 
their various disapppinttnents formed the 
conversation not on]y before, but after 
they assembled at table ; and, as Rosabella 
perceived Lady Derville persevered in a 
profound silence upon their superior good 
fortune of encountering those they were 
not seeking, she too, in conformity with 
this implied wish of her benefactress, was 
wholly silent upon the subject; but not 
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80 apt at taking bis cue from the taci* 
turnity of bis lady was poor Terry, who 
had been in attendance upon ber wben 
sbe met tbe emperor and bis sister ; for, 
upon observing neitber Lady Derville, nor 
ber prot^gee^ boasted of.tbeir good luck, 
whilst patiently listening to so mucb la* 
mentation upon tbe disappointments of 
the day, be became unwilling to lose what 
be mentally termed ** bis o^m crow over 
tbem;'' and, upon one most piteous mar« 
mur of Mrs. O'Dowd's, be tapped ber on 
tbe sboulder, tbinking *^ an Irisb sarvant 
botf migbt as lawfully take tbe liberty of 
talking to her upon tbe subject, which 
seemed to monopolize her very soul, as a 
parcel of spalpeen Englisb waiters. 

** Ah ! then, Mistress O'Dowd,*^ said bc, 
significantly nodding bis head— ^* had 
yoiuBelf, ma'am, been in the right place, 
instid of ranting like a crazy woman from 
post to pillar, as if Hwas a will-o-tbe-wisp 
yourselves were seeking ; you would bave 
just had as elegant a sight, neatFy come un- 
expectedly uponyouy as mylady, Misd Rosa, 

l5 


and myself, and» good luck to us ! laa'am» 
hai" 

•* Ah 1 my 5 Terry !'* exckitned Mf», 
O'Dowd^ in alatm» feariagp she kwm adk 
wfaat of mors Gonfitmed ill-luck m Imc 
party— ^ you do. Dotr-eanfiot meaa that 
Lady Bervüle, Miss Fredetick» aad you, 
saw any tlikag }^ 

^ Wky, then, tbat's wfaat we did ! and 
■Qcoess to oarsebres i-*-vre aaw <2wo tUnga^ 
the Ukes of whicfa we nevev ^m befioie — 
a live emperor, and a graiid duchf^a^ 
eoming from the Muiieum; but aorrov 
cpown had they on tbeür heada at aU at aU^ 
ina^am : not ev€ii^ ihe crown of a hat had 
ke; for that was oSS, to be making hi» 
obeisance to. the shouting mob.: nor m 
much, ma'am, as a BiaycM?^a niace, or a ball 
m their hands» had they ; as the Umoera 
üt my country paint royahy with : thoia» 
playthrogs, they have to regaite themselT«a 
with i and the dickens a tUng^ could my* 
seif see about him, no Hiore nw ahmit 
any other pleasant * k)okmg geatleirnua; 
a^d) as to heiv 'twaa foc all tkie world lifce 


ft floor spoop {^ bad oa fbr s iMMmet; 
aidy 'twastft tin^ why, 'twas twk't as 
grsnd » docbessf we feft i» the ca«tk af 

*« it is not ponibfe!" exdaiined Lad; 
MeUoea^ *^ that ^u, gtandmams, and Rosa 
anr iäie evapaoe and his siater, aad not 
Uü US of yonD good fbrtune l*' 

«* We certaiiüy saw two pewtoni^esi 
wfaom the soniounding nwdtitiide bailed 
I» the Emperor Alexander and bis aister," 
repUed Lady DerviUe, in a tone that evi- 
dently betrayed she waB disconcerted, '"Irat 
having no nonsieBiclator near, whom yre 
cowid depCTd on, I forbore to boast of 
good fertanev that was so very doubtÄ^l." 

*« Wha* tlHiik you, Rosa?" said Mrs. 
OtDom^ **■ have you, or not, seea these 
wander»? come speak, my honey! waait 
the imperial pair, that I may stab you 

thnmi^ envy V* 

•« S«M!h a menace «s that must keep me 
nientj** responded the bfushiBg Rosa» 
bdfhi» mentally wishiwg the emperor safe 
at St. Petersburg. 

« jUtl Iten^ now missi \»hy «»«'* 7^^ 
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be telling Mistress 01>owd, at once't, o£ 
cur luck?" exclamed Terry» quite in- 
censed at Rosa's not vaunting of her good 
fortune. ^^ lipon my safe conscience ! miss, 
you don't desarve your luck» whin you take 
it so ungratefully ! — sure yourself seen 
him, whin we stopped to look» enter the 
Powlteney Hotel j and sure» miss, you 
heard the shout, and seen the head unco- 
Tered of every man or mortal» and seen 
the raii emperor — ^that is» if you looked 
back, as myself done— -enter the balcony, 
and bow. to the kit below, that were hula- 
balooing their respect to him ; and faitb, 
he seen you, Miss Rosa, for he stared well 
at you, and calt you * angelic beautyl' ^* 

At this moment the dismayed Lady 
Derville, having devised an excuse, sent 
Terry out of the room; but soon her 
trembling apprehension whispered, that 
the misch ief she dreaded from his com« 
munication had been effected, when she 
beheld the eyes of Mr. Monson, sparkling 
with animated rapture, riveted on Rosa- 
bella. 

Lady Wilemore, who, our reader must . 


ROSABELLA. 229 

already have perceived, had predetermined 
Mr. Monson for the capture of the Ständ- 
ard of Perfection, never ceased through 
the whole evening manoeuvring for that 
purpose; whilst Charles, unaccustomed to 
the lures of d'esigners, or the wiles of a 
speculating chaperon^ amazed and amused 
by what he at once developed to be snares 
for bis heart, attended to her as a study 
of character, as devotedly as the increasing 
impulsion within him to attend only to 
Rosabella would admit of ; whilst the all 
perfect Alinda^ thoroughly satisfied with 
her aunf s plan for her, — this being her 
fiflh successless season in town/ therefore 
feeling conviction that she must conde- 
scend to accept ä younger brother, had 
only power to aim at insinuating herseif 
into bis good graces, by äfiecting to dis- 
claim the praises of her too partial annt; 
as she could display none of her captivat- 
ing accomplishments, since here wereno 
musical Instruments — no waltzing« 

' Lord Derville^ who had dined with bis 
£riend Foxcraft at the hospitable board of 
Mra* Allw(»thy, after successfuUy escort- 


230 BlO«AB£LIi.A, 

• 

ijig Miss Yandelure to behdd the wonders 
of the Stableyard» did not return to AJihe« 
marle-street unttt after Lad]F Wüemore^a 
carriage had been asnomified } vben Mrs» 
(yi>cmdf not yet exfaausted hy her iimu- 
Hierable üiquiries for kttell^ence relative 
ta the movenfeents of those sfae paoted to 
beh]old^ and», in sb State of ag^izing JBcer- 
täude upoa where sbe had better deter- 
mine to go ob the morrow, for a chanee 
of gratifying her curiosity, eagerly fiew to 
bis h>rdship fbr iDformatiom and adviee. 

^ Why/' repKed Lord Derville, •* as 
these seem- to prodaim tibemselves* but 
ignes ßiiuit I advise year procming a cw^ 
tain Station for to-mosrow in tiije Pulteney 
Hotelv where I an. engaged to atteml a 
party of ladiei/' 

MiFS. O^D^wd, now aH wild iatipatience 
tO' proeuve' the tickets that wouki ensmre 
the giatificatiÖQ oi her wishes^ determined 
instaotly t» send fbr tfaei». Lady^Des'vilft» 
made no objectio» to^ Ladjf Meliora's ac« 
eompanrying heu and Lady Wütemore i as 
!Mis»iälandard, sfaesaw, stoodlittle cbance 
of captivatiDg Mr;. Mouo0|. attd^ selatiire 


to tiid: Yich gas». Lord Dervitte had 'm 
view, her aunt had been set quite at ease 
bj the testimonfjr of Ladjr Wilemore ; aad, 
upon a waiter beiBg suoimoned to go for 
tkrketSy it beüame neeessary to aseertaia 
tdije Bumfaer leqiriried ; when Lady Der- 
ville sau^ that as Miss Frederick and her- 
seW had seen ihe wonders the Pulteney 
Hotel cootafkied, thej of course would not 
undergo the unnecessary fatigue of accom- 
panying them. 

" And I, for my part," said Mr. Stern- 
ham, " have business of the utmost im- 
portance to transact ; and, therefore, I 
must forego the honor of attending the 
party.*' 

The eyes of Charles flashed fiery rays, 
and his cheeks proclaimed the Indigna- 
tion his bosom swelled with ; when Lady 
Derville, clearly seeing that he wonld be 
irritated into some rash violence, if Mr. 
Stemham remained at home with Rosa- 
bella, now suspicion had entered his mind 
relative to his preceptor's passion, made it 
lier request to her chaplain to postpone 
his business to the preceding day, as she 
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should feel uncomfortable if only one pro- 
tector attended the party. 

Arrangements now were made for the 
hour of meeting the succeeding moming^ 
and Lady Wilemore and her Standard of 
Perfection hastened their departure, ta 
communicate to eacfa other the apprehen* 
sions they had mutually imbibed of Mr. 
Monson's sentiments relative to Rosabella. 


> » « 1 j- »• ^ 
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CHAPTER XIIi; 

Whilst at breakfast the subsequent morn- 
ingf Mrs. O'Dowd lamented exceedingly, 
that tbey were still compelled, by their 
royal chase, to the rudeness of not return- 
ing Lady flowerdew's visit ; and, in her 
hope of inducing Lady Derville to perform 
this necessary ceremony, she announced 
her belief of Lady Flowerdew being of 
course on the imperial pursuit; and» 
therefore, if they could have called, they 
should have had no delay but to leave 
their tickets. 

" Since you think her ladyship is not 
likely to be at home," said Lady Derville^ 
'^ Rosabella can go, and pay the visit for 
US all ; that is, if you can spare your car« 
riage to convey her, as mine will be in re« 
quisition to take me to Richmond, to see 
an old friend of mine and Lady Anne 
Belmont'sj who being a great valetudi« 
narian, I cannot take Rosa, or any stranger 


with me ; and with whom I want to have 
a great deal of private conversation relative 
to the bishop and Lady Anne, with whom 
she constantly correspo»ds." 

RösabeUa sighed at Unding she was not 
to accompany her bene&ctress to this 

friend of the Bishop of and Lady 

Anne Belmont ^ since her heart panted to 
leam every thing relative to them^ as 
eagerly as Lady Derville's could ; but 
now^ knowmg herseif too much out of &- 
V(nir, she dared not venture to petitkm ß»c 
a re^ocation of the decree fcMr her exdo^ 
sibiu 

'^ I can spare my carriage mighty well, 
my honey !" said Mrs. O'Dowd, " as we 
go our short drive in Lädy Wilemore^s 5 so 
what hour will I order it for our young 
proxy ?" 

This point being arranged, Rosa in- 
quired, *« If Lady Flowerdew, contrary to 
expectatioo, should l>e at home, and admit 
her, what she was, in that case, to do ?** 

Do V repHcd Mrs. O'Dowd : " why,, 
my blushing honey ! make our apologies 
for nonappearance, by recounting our en- 


g£^ments ; and then malte yourself as 
agreeable as you can/' 
. Pupctual to the appointed hour, Lady 
Wilemore and the Standard öf Perfectio» 
ar rived» and the par ty aet out for the Pulte-» 
ney Hotel ; and»^ untU the coach of Lady 
I^erville was annouflced, to take her lady- 
^hip and Mxs. Dermot to Richmond, poor 
RosabeUa was tortured by tbe hateful 
theme of ^lr. Sternham's suit. 

The departure of Lady DerviUe for 
JUchmond at length left poor RosabeUaf 
foF the first time since she quitted Myrtle's 
town, to the uninterrupted. indulgen^ce e£ 
her tears for various sorrows^ and, Bftev 
yielding relief to her bursting heart by 
tbis assuasive, she called up all the powers 
of her mind to endue her with unmur- 
muring Submission to the dispenaationa: 
of the unerring Ruler of the Uaiversew 
Eager to preserve that firmness thus in- 
spired, she determined to seek employ-^ 
ment as the surest means, and, having 
before no opportunity afforded to her of 
addresalng Mrs. Gore, she ha^eaed now 
to write a letter of grateful acknowledg« 
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ment for all the kindnesi^ friendship, and 
attention, she had experienced at Myrtle 
Lodge from Captain and Mrs. Gore ; and 
another of the same tendency to the first 
friend of her insulation Mrs. I^lbride« 
Scarcely had she completed her two epis« 
des, and made herseif ready for the possi- 
bility of appearing before Lady Howerdew, 
>vhen Mrs. O'Dowd's carriage was an* 
nounced ; and in it she had only jast 
proceeded into Grafton Street, when her 
vehicle suddenly stopped, the door was 
opened, the step rapidly let down, and» 
to the utter dismay of Rosabella, . Mr. 
Monson springing in, seated himself by 
her, when the carriage moved slowly on. 

** Oh, Charles !*' she exclaimed, " bow 
could you serve me so ? How could you 
leave the post assigned you by Lady Der- 
ville, and lead her to believe that I — I, at 
least, approve of your doing things that 
cannot please her ?" 

** Indeed, dear Rosa," he replied, ** what- 
ever you may be, I certainly acknowledge 
xnyself in no disposition to do things ta 
please hcrj for is not her crael and un- 
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justifiable project to sacrifice you to a 
being, who is any thing but congenial 
to you ; just to spare her bosom a little 
pang of alarm» lest I should become the 
most enyiable pf mankind ? Come come, 
dear Rosa^ turn not so pale — look npt 
so dismayed! nor do not chide me; for 
well you know contradiction will avail 
nothing with me: but I importune you 
to listen patiently to me» although it is 
upon a point» which is not yet one of 
certainty/ 

*^ F^om my earliest days, Rosa, I have 
been celebrated for xharacteristic blunt- 
ness by my own relatives ; whilst you have 
flattered this propensity to unvamished 
truth in me, by terming it, in the more 
refined elegance of your ideas, ^ inge- 
nuousness ;* * and having often bestowed 
your eulogiums on it, you will not, cannot, 
now feel offended with me, for uttering 
my sentiments in the same strain." 

** Oh ! certainly not," replied the trem- 
bliog Rosabella ; ** if you gave them ut- 
terance in a less objectionable Situation : — 
but here, clandestinely, as if— as if the 
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interview was stolen by mutaal consent» lo 
deoeive my benefactress/' 

" Well Rosa, and on Äiy part I aeknow- 
ledge it is stolen ; and thait 1 have taken 
every precaution to prevent her knowing 
it. And why? not through a spirit of 
disobedience or deceit; but because no 
other opportunity coiild I find for an unin« 
teriupted Conference with you ; and now, 
as I have achieved tbe little less tha& 
miraculous .exploit of dbtaining a t^te A tüte 
with you, — which must prove a short one, 
sinoe the moJnejfit you draw near' Lord 
Flowerdew's house, I must quit my Station 
by yöu — I implpre you not to interrupt 
me, whilst I State to you all that I am 
anxious you should know. 

" From my earliest recoUection of you, 
Rosabella, your conduct häs been one 
unbroken line of excellence, so that my 
admiring approbatioh has ever been your 
steady attendant ; as long as this recol* 
lection has held you on its tablet, you 
have been the rival of my sister in my 
fraternal affection ; and had it not been 
for that incessant information dimied int# 


my eaffs by Lady Derville— whom until 
a shoft time since I epusidered in&llible ia 
juuilgment-*-tfaat you coiild bear no com« 
Petition with Meliora, in either mental 
or personal endowment, you would even 
in infancy, I now fed füll conviction, have 
ranked before her in my estimation« 

" As you advanced to maturity, the 
same plans were continued to keep my 
brother 9Xkd myself in the hoodwinked 
belief of Lady Denrille's policy» that no 
pvetenr»ons to superiority of attractions 
were yours j and, from the incertitude of 
uQtried judgmenl;, slumbering away its 
exercise in the lap af inaction, I faeheld 
only with the optics supplied by her ; but 
the moment I was liberated from seclusion 
and beheld other women^ I saw indeed, 
that none resembled you ; and now that l 
observe that the admiration you every where 
awaken is spontaneous, my eyes are open« 
ed to behold you as the most lovely of 
your sex ; whilst my heart whispers aa 
interest for you more tender than a bro- 
ther's heatt could throb with : — and yet. 
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Rosa, my doom is unsealed. I am not yet 
in love : but, on the verge of tlns tre- 
mendous precipice I find myself, and one. 
encouraging smile from you would lead 
me headlong down. 

** But, Rosa, I ask not, I wish not, I 

■ 

seek not for that encouragement ; and 
without it, my proud heart I feel could 
never become irretrievably devoted even 
to you, all excellent and lovely as you are : 
but circumstanced as we both are, I would 
not woo your smiles, although secure of 
success crowning my efforts with the bless« 
ing of your tenderness ; for, situated as 
you are, it would tarnish the brilliancy 
of ypur excellence, clandestinely to en- 
courage my suit ; and could mine be love 
—•love in truth. and honour, — ^love, such 
as Rosa must inspire, if I could wish 
for my own gratification to degrade you in 
the opinion of the estimable f And, si- 
tuated as I am, without a pi^ession to 
give me the consequence of usefulness, 
or yield me means to support the wife — 
whom, if Rosabella, I should adore— the off- 
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spring I might be blessed witli, \n that 
style ray invincible pride could or^ly hvQok 
to see them, could I dare to. wed ? 

" I have now frankly acknoxyledged to 
you, Ilosa^ that the arrow! is in the bow, 
and that tiie god of love only pau6^9 
for encouragemei^t from yoii, ^re he sends 
the shaft to itar Station ; and haye also 
acknowledged, that I will not woo for ypur 
smiles, whiUt you, are dependent uppa 
Lady Derville» nor whibt I am degraded 
IQ. my own eyes, and in those of niankind» 
by the inutiiity of my exiijtence. And now 
I have only to add, that these confessions 
liave raerely beeji made to hdl your a:ppre- 
heosions of the mischief my grandmother 
beVieves has entered my bosom, and which 
will lead my impetuous spirit on to min» 
ünless she kiadiy consigns you to misery 
in the arms of a caitiflf^ wbo persuades her 

• 

to believe all things a9 he states them. 
But little, little do einher of them know 
me ! Where I alone am in question, cer* 
tainly I do give the impetuosity of my 
cature füll power to govern me: but 
where those. whom the tendernesfö of my 

yoir. II. M 


i^4& ROSABELI.A. 

heart reats upon can be affeeted by tnj 
conduct, they will find I can be as wary, 
as deliberate, ad circumspect as even Mr. 
Stemham. 

** You now know, dear Rosa, how prii^ 
delit I can be in even this my first ap- 
proach to love: that I can determine to 
forbear my suit until ä more auspicious sea- 
son ; and the knowledge of this will give 
yoü more determined oourage to resist the 
arbitrary importunities of Lady Derville j 
will show you there exists no cause for 
ssacrificing your happiness on the shrine of 
'duty, in order to lull her apprehensions 
relative to me. But yet remember, Rosa, 
although I can forbear at the command of 
j>ropriety for you, and prudence fbr us 
both, that I will not bear to see you the 
wife of Sternham; and therefore, should 
you be trepanned by the toils of Lady 
Derville and her wily adviser, into yielding 
your consent to sacrifice yourself for the 
destruction of my höpes,-— and, as my 
grandmöther's plea will be, to save me from 
ruin in an^imprudent union,— -expect to 
^ee Hay present forbei^ance vanish at once. 
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and the impetuosity of my spirit become 
my fiery guide ; and then they shall find^ 
that ify successless in love, I cannot tear you 
from his arms to take shelter in mine, stili 
as a brother I will interfere and snatch 
you from bim, even though my bonds 
of amity with Lady Derville may be broken 
for ever/' 

At the express desire of Mr. Monson, 
Rosabelia^ had remained silent during his 
long address; but she had not been an 
unmoved hearer ; for whilst he ^oke her 
emotion had been extreme, and when he 
came to his close, the kindness he evinced 
for her happiness would have melted her 
to tears, had not the mandate of her 
reason repressed them ; — for Charles had 
acknowledged himself at the verge of 
love's precipice, and it was. not for her, 
through the softening li\re of tears, to lead 
him on. 

As, through the now more than ever 
lamented interdiction of Mr. Trench and 
Egremont, Rosabella could not intimate 
the partiality her bosom cherished, all 
she could do for the discouragement of 
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tfais awakening passion in Mr. Monson 
was, to assure him that her Situation as the 
benevolently sheltered protegee of his ex- 
cellent grandmother had piaced as invin- 
eible a barrier to a respondent sentiment 
of tenderness in her bosom for him, as 
if her heart and band were plighted to 
another ; and this assurance she gave him 
with the impressive energy of one firm 
in tlie path of duty^ but with all the gentle- 
ness of feminine, .grace, and with all the 
sensibility for him her grateful heart in- 
spired. Kuowing their time for Confer- 
ence was circumscribed, she was as con.- 
eise in her reply, as the force she wish- 
ed her a^*guments to bear would admit 
pf; yet in it she failed not to introduce 
those powerful allusions to her insulation^ 
her ignorance of what respectability her 
birtk could claim, that she doubted not 
would touch the pride of Charles : but, 
altbough he was chaimed by the sen- 
timents which inspired her arguments, he 
would not promise to subscribe to their 
influence in the total annihilation of his 
growing tenderness ; so that when the car<- 
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Hage stopped to let him out to return 
to the Pulteney Hotel, she emphatically 
conjured him, " to engrave upon his beließ 
in characters deep and indelible, that Ro* 
sabella never could be his, even thougfa 
fortune should crown with success his ex* 
ertions for affluence; since the arbitrary 
voice of gratitude forbade the union, and 
the impenetrable cloud that hung over her 
birth pronounced its irrevocable inter- 
diction to his cherishing one thought of 
her/^ 

Although this intrüsion of Mr. Monson 
into the carriage to her had infinitely 
distressed Rosabella from its impropriety ; 
and his confession of hovering attachment, 
in coniinnation of Lady Uerville's sus- 
picions upon the subject, had much grieved 
and agitated her ; yet, in that very con- 
fession, a cordial consolation had been 
conveyed, in his acknowledging that his 
love, to become unalienable, must receive 
the smile of encouragement ; and as that 
smile he could never receive from her, 
she considered the mine for the explosion 
of his imprudent attachment as already 
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laid ; and therefore for his inauspicious 
passion she would not have long to grieve ; 
and little she donbted, tbat when he mixed 
witfa the gay and alluring world, 8he soon 
should see a rapid transfer of his heart 
to some celebrated belle of beauty^ birth> 
and £s^hion« 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

t 

BuT long RosdbeUa had not to contem^ 
fABte the unforttinate attachment of Mr. 
Moq^on^ or its probable transit ; since not 
majpy minutes after ,he quitted the car* 
riage, it stopped at Lord Flawerdew's 
door» and to the inquiry if her ladyship 
were at hotne, to the iixftmtre regret of ou( 
timid heroine the anawer was an affirm- 
ative. 

Immediately Rosabella was ushered up 
to Lady Flowerdew, who had with her, 
as if domesticated personages, a young 
lady and gentleman. Her ladyship was 
seated at work before a sofa table, which 
was piled with writing materials and books 
of various descr iptions ; some superbly 
bound, and some in the motley livery of a 
circulating library. 

The young lady, who was more elegant 
and intere&ting, than strikingly pretty, and 
who aeemed evidently out of bealth> was 


cmplöyed at a very beautiful drawing ; and 
the gentleinan, who appcared about four 
and twenty, was extremely handsome, his 
countenance* beaming with intelligence, 
mingled with a strong expression of arch- 
ness, that told at orte glance he loved 
to laugh at the follieä of mankind. In his 
dress a negHgence prevailed, as if he 
coveted Observation föi* eccentricity ; and 
his employment was reading aloud a cele- 
brated productioh of one of the constel- 
latfon of existing poets. 

Our blushing heroine was most gracious« 
ly received by the courteous lady of the 
mansion, who annbunced the young artist 
as Claudia Loirain ; the reader as Pin- 
darus ; and then taking her by the band, 
placed her on the sofa beside herseif. 

Rosabella, although with the bounding 
heart 6f^ inexperienced timidity, hastened 
gracefuUy to execute her mission in the 
conveyance of Ladies Derville and Meliora, 
and Mrs. O'Dowd's excuses for not calling 
upon her ladyship that day. 

Lady Flo werde w received ihese apo- 
logies with pleasing urbanity, and then 
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inquired, ** why Miss Frederick had it 
in her power to be their kind apologist?** 

" Lady Derville's ^isit at Richmohd, 
madam/' Rosa replied, ** is to a particular 
friend, with whom she wishes to have spme 
uninterrupted confidentiai conversation ; 
and having been so lucky as to have seen 
the emperor and his «ister, there existed 
no occasion for my taking the place of 
those, who had not experienced that gra»- 
tification.** 

^* And was this amiable f0i*bearance a 
voluntary sacrifice, may I ask ?'* demanded 
Lady Flowerdew with a playful smile ; " or 
was it manoeuvred for by Lady Wilemore ? 
But teil m«^ are the grandsons of Lady 
Derville and the Standard of Perfection 
gone to the Pulteney Hotel together j for 
if they are, that will prove an explanatory 
note, the key to which is legiUe upon your 
countenance. I perceive you agree with 
me, Pindarus.** 

^^ Miss Standard and Mr. Monson, ma- 
daiD» were both of the party to the Pulte- 
ney Hotel this morning," Rosabella replied^ 
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marvclling at what key her countenance 
could yield to the subject* 

" Oh ! I perceive you have been initiated 
in the sobriquet manoeuvre," exclaimed her 
ladyship. ^' Now that*s a d^iri teil me 
how the Wilemore managed to announce 
this man-slaughtering appellative to you ? 
although I have now heard it so often 
done, I think I could repeat every iota o£ 
the whole process for you." 

** And should your ladyship weary in the 
detail, I can take up the cue, and repeat 
verbatim for you/' said the young man, 
smiling. 

*' I was not present during the process,*' 
said Rosa, smiling too, ^^ therefore I can 
give your ladyship no information relative 
to its mode.'* 

Some very close questions from Lady 
Flowerdew drew forth answers from the 
ingenuous Rosa, which led on to a füll 
relation of who formed the party of the 
Royalty hunt the preceding day, and all 
the attendant disappointments i at which 
the trio of auditors seemed infinitely dt- 
verted. 
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^ And pray," demanded Lady Rower- 
dew, " were you of the party the preceding 
day ? That too, was ä day of disappoint- 
ment. Give my love to my honey! and 
assure her from me, that unless she hunts^ 
with better success, some nimble fingered 
novel writer will have her in a two volume 
work as a Paddiana^ who traversed over 
from the wilds of Ireland to behold the 
foreign wonders ; but alwaya turning the 
wrong way, as accustomed to in her round 
of bull racing» went home again* without 
accomplishing her errand." * 

Rosabella expressed her surprise at Lady 
Flowerdew's knowledge of Mrs. 0*Dowd*8 
disappointment on Shoot^r^s Hill ; but tliia 
digresskm did not shield her from the 
decnanded reply, when h^r ladyship learn^ 
ingy that our heroine had not been on that 
party either, began to foran^ suspiciona 
of this young creature being dealt unkind«* 
\y by ; and from this belief an interest 
spruiiig up in her heart for her, and led her 
to form the determination of paying hei? 
every possible attention. 

And piay, feir lady,** hei: ladyship 
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now demänded, " .where ia the heir of 
Derville ?'* 

" Gone to the Pulteney Hotel with ano- 
ther party.*' 

*' And who then remains for your com- 
pauion in Albeonarie Street ?" 

*• Not any one, madani." 

** Why then, as I certainly must tbink 
the house of Lord Flowerdew a rather more 
eligible spot to sojourn in, than a fashion- 
able hotel» during this period of your insu- 
lation ; you will give me leave I hope, to 
send away the conveyance that brought 
you hither, and I will myself leave you 
at home in time to dress for dinner/' 

Rosabella» assured that Lady Derville 
could feel no displeasure at this kind and 
considerate arrangement, gratefuUy ac- 
ceded to the proposition ; and the car« 
riage of Mrs. O'Dowd was. accordingly 
dismissed, 

** Is not Lady Meliora Monson ex- 
tremely beautiful?*' said Lady Flower« 
4ew. 

" It is injudicious, I believe, to praise 
too highly, lest disappointment should 
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arise ffom elevated expeetatiön/* said 
Rosa; ** I therefore only ought'to say, 
that Lady Meliora is at the mercy of the 
bebolder^s fahcy for the decree of beau- 
tiful, or otherwise : but were I to speafc 
my own opinion, I, who have intimately 
known her from our mutual infancy, be* 
holding her heart in her countenance as 
I 4o, should be almost tempted to the ex^ 
travagance of pronouncing her the per- 
fection of loveliness," 

Lady Flowerdew and the young man 
exchanged looks of intelligence ; and it 
darted all at once into Rosabella's mind, 
that this Pindarus must be Mr. Dashwoodi 
the conquest her young friend had so much 
vaunted of. 

At this nioment, to which a loud knock 

at the Street door had proved an antici-^ 

pating herald, a servant appearing» an<» 

nounced •' Mrs. Chatticrew." \ 

^^ /ndeed !" exclaimed Pindarus. • je 

" Exactly so ! ' her ladyship replied.* f 

** My dear Mrs. Chatticrew, I rejoici^ 

excessively to see you/' said Lady flower^ 

dew.^ ^^ Indeed, it is so long siace I expe# 
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fienced that pleasore, I tiad it in coil- 
templation to call upon you this very 
day.» 

" /wdeed!*' responded Mrs. Chatti- 
crewr 

** There are so few people in the 
World,'* continued her ladyship, " who 
merit one's esteem, that we do not like 
to lose sight of those who do.*' 

Exactly so/* said Mrs. Chatticrew. 
My lord and I were talking of you 
ohly this very morning.^ 
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" Indeed !" said Mrs. Chatticrew. 


** And with mach regret, at seeing so 
little of you lately.'^ 

" Indeed !** was again the response ü{ 
Mrs. Chatticrew. 

•' And I doubt not I am indebted to 
the royal attpactprs for seeing yoii now ; 
»nd tiiat they bave been- the magnets to 
draw you forth.*^ 

" Exactly so,*' replied Mrs. Chatticrew. 
^ **lBut if you are like some friends of 
kiine, you will experience much diflSculty 
find trouble, to obtain the gratification cf 
your curiosity/* ' 
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** Indeed !" returned Mrs. Chatticrew» 

" But I had forgotten your friend Mrs* 
Gape resides close to the Pulteney HoteT, 
and that therefore at her houise you must 
of course see the emperor, and all the 
foreign wonders who call upon him, with- 
out any trouble but that of looking out 
of the Window/' 

** Exactly so/' said Mrs* Chatticrew, 

Findarua now approached this eloquent 
lady, and with an efibrt at gravity, which 
evidently cost him an exertion, said : 

" I have not had the very great hap- 
piness of seeing you, since about the 
period of your lovely daughter's inar- 
riage." 

" Indeed ! my lord.'* 

Kosabella was not more surprised at 
this extent of volubility, than at the ad- 
dress, which destroyed at once her belief 
that in Pindarus she beheld Mr. Dash- 
wood ; and therefore launched her on the 
sea of wonder relative to the means by 
which Lady Flowerdew obtained her in- 
telligence of the incidents at Shooter s 
Hill. 
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" As time, I believe, may sänction the 
Opposition," continued the young peer, 
« 1 doubt not I may, without entering 
the field of anticipation, congratulate yoa 
upon the happy eircumstance of having 
become a grandmama." 

** Exactly so, my lord.** 

" And having now entered upon tbat 
honouräble exaltation," said his lordship, 
** you ought to begin to tbink of a ma- 
trimonial establishment for yourself." 

** /ndeed !" with a simper. 

•* For you know in these days of ec- 
centricity, it is by no means unusual for 
young and bandsome men to prefer ma- 
trons, who have passed the spring of their 
heyday, to giddy gewgaws'like tbese young 
ladies here." 

" Exactly so," vritb an augmentation of 
fiimper. 

" Now, were I fortunate enough to be 
in your siecrets, I shoüld know you had 
-made your election." 

1 he lady sliöok her head. 

^* W bat! are you then determiaed against 
a second choice ?" 


" Exactly so,*' «aid Mrs. Chatticfew. 

** Exactly ßo> it ought not to be, my deaif 
raadani ; for it ^ill be tising your^elf 
extremely ill, to retire so early. from the 
field of connubial felicity; and maokind 
barbarously, not to constitute the bappU 
ness of some worthy man a little longer; 
You that are such a charming companion^ 
the very being from all the world a ra- 
tional well informed conversable man 
would elect for the delights of flowing 
conversation ; since where could he seek 
or find a more appropriate or desirabie 
associate, when in a loquacious niood ?'* 

His lordship now ran on at considerable 
length, with advice to Mrs. Chatticrew 
to wed without delay ; adducing prece- 
dents of the most ridiculous nature, and 
assigning causes the most ludicrous, as 
inducements for her listenmg to his conn- 
sei ; but still, this determined foe to ar« 
ticulation parried all, with her economical 
allowante of oral sounds ; until at length 
Mrs. Chatticrew looked at Iier watch, and 
Lady Flowerdew exclaimed : ;, 

" Surely, that consultetion wiih yoür 
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regulutor does not prediet our deprivation, 

by your meditated departure V 

. *< £xactly so/' said Mra. Chatticrew. 

^^ Alas V* exclatmed bis lordship ; '* if I 
can pronounce myself an Interpreter of 
looks» I should 8ay> Mrs« Chatticrew re« 
^ested me to ring the bell, to annouace 
ber to-be-regretted departure." 

*' Exactly so, my lord/* replied tibe 
hdy ; and bis lordship, with an alacrity in 
c>bedtence, very visible to all» obeyed her 
tacit request. Instantly after sbe made her 
t%iU ber valediction eeremony perform« 
ed in dumb-show, he darted into the bai^ 
cony to learn, he said, how, in thename of 
posdibility, ahe could convey ordera to her 
servants for proceeding, without devtating 
ürom her economy in speech ; and prompt^ 
ly bis lordship returned, laughing — 

*' On my honour !** he exclaimed, *' she 
must absolutely have dinned her poor 
husband to deatb by her flow of words; 
and, by bis will, she is restricted to the 
use of three, on penalty of forfeiture of 
jointure; and the very servants are in- 
structed bow to preserve her property and 
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their places :— for the moment he dosed 
her up in that vile machine of hers, her 
footman said-— 

^ To Mrs. Gape's, I supposd, madam ^ 
and ^ Exactly so ;' was the response. 

^< But» whilst on this look out for the 
possible thaw of words," continued his 
lordship, ^^ I beheld the fortunate coimtry 
maid pas8 in her carriage." 

** Oh ! ye starg of patronage ! then wflt 
thou guide her hither, ere ten soberly 
pacing minutes shali perform their steady 
course !" exclaimed her ladyship. 

^* Through what spirit of divination ii 
this happiness anticipated ?'* demanded 
the young peer. 

*^ Why, from the spirit that iHrophesies 
from the most probable hypothesis,'' said 
Lady Flowerdew* ^^ She has constituted 
me her Lady Bab Frightful ; and, as she 
comes to consult me as this her great 
oracIe of fashion, every possible opportu« 
nity, I naturally conclude she will not 
omit this one, which the absence of her 
friends in Portland Place (who^ I know» 
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are gone to the Pulteney Hotel) will afi 
ford her.'* 

** But why does Lord Bayswater call 
Lady Tovvnhurst the fortunatä country 
maid ?" said the fair artist. " Was she a 
low woman, who made her fortune by mar- 
riage ?" 

" Exactly soj* replied Lady Flöwerdew, 
smiling : ** or rather her father mtidA her 
fbrtune ; which got the husband for her, 
which her pretty face attracted. — She was 
the only child of a wealthy grazter in the 
.West of Elnglafld, who sent once a week, 
by a Smilhfield drover, an order to a city 
miliiner, to send down a supply of fashiön- 
able gear to dizen his Jenny in ; who, not 
being a spinning one, and not feeling the 
garb of a fashionable belle exactly the 
costume to tend a flock, instead of bvnding 
ber course to the fleld to wait upon her 
father's sheep» and, having no place of 
exhibition more eligible to display herfinery 
in, the moment her careful toilet was 
made each day in dresses for a ball room, 
she töok her Station ou her father 's steps^ 
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vhidh were divided from the high road by 

an iron railiog, over which she all day 

leaned, showing fashions to the sta^je* 

coach passeogers, as they in return sUp- 

plied her with the incense of dusti and 

many sl witty Observation ; until at length 

\Sir Simon Townhurst, passing that way, 

was Struck by her pretty face, which he 

conchided was placed there as a notice, 

that it was to be disposed of. Upon 

going to ofTer terms, he found the best 

bargain would be a Smithfield one, and to 

,take the grazier's lamb with a golden 

fleoce into the fold of matrimony ; so, per- 

formingall the requisite exploits of taming 

the brazen bulls, her father and uncle, 

who were at first violently against the 

match, he sacceeded in bringing off the 

prize to London, when he did me the 

honour of an introduction ; and, as my 

. iiord had unluckiiy been his guardian, I am 

obh'ged to patronize the unsophisticat^d 

^ustic, which is really sometimes a task of 

4uty, that works one*s patience a:nd char 

j:ity almost to exhaustion/* 

" Oh, the 4ear novice is sometimes a 
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delectable treat!'' exclaitned Lord Bays- 
water. ** Do you remMaber the day you 
kissed your hand to her from this balcony, 
when she was seated in a curricle by Sir 
Simon ; and that, to erince her respect, 
ßhe stood up to drop you her obeisance, 
when, by the motion of the carriage, - nei- 
ther the horses or driver dreaming of wbat 
was passing, not stopping for the cere- 
tnony, she was pitched off her equilibriura, 
and came pounce down astride upon the 
horse before her, to the astonishitient of 
Sir Simon, who puUed his steeds in to 
fltock-stitl amazement, at what windfall 
postilion iEolns had thus sent to act for 
him r 

*' And, do you remeraber the day when 
I called for her at Sir Simon's request, to 
take her into the Park ; and that, in eom- 
miseration for her hrida] milk white plume, 
and point lace veil, on beholding the ed- 
dies of dust playing around them, villan- 
ously to biacken them in the estimation of 
the World, I expressed niy regret, that^an 
overpowering nervous headach prevented 
»ly having the landau closed, she at onco 
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evinced herseif the very quintessence of 
poUtesse, by replying — 
' *' I beg» mtf lady^ you wont mention it, 
as I assure you there is not a grain of dust 
more than is quite agreeable to me/' 

^* But really that was not such a test of 
palitesse as your ladyship esteems it/' said 
the fair artist : ** since custom is deemed 
second nature ; and, you recollect, sbe 
was in the daily habit of dusting her finery 
on the Steps before her father's door.*' 

At this moment Miss Mary Lorrain was 
announced, and a remarkably pretty girl 
of nineteen entered; who, after paying 
her compliments to Lady Flowerdew, flew 
to the artist, and, giving her affection's 
cordial kiss, exclaimed-— 

*' Joy to you, «Claudia !— Go, thank her 
ladyship, for I cannot/' 

^' What, then, my application has proved 
Buccessful !'* cried Lady Flowerdew, with 
eagerness ; ^^ and your excellent father is 
to be continued in his curacy.*' 

" No, madam, not continued in the cu- 
racy," Miss Mary replied, melting into 
tears of grateful joy ; " but he is to hav« 
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the living itself.— Oh! Captain Arundel 
has behaved like an angel to Papa !*' 

"Claudia! Claudia!'* exclainied Lady 
Flowerdew, " I will have no scene. — You 
know I hate sentimental comedies that 
make one, cry, when we ought to laugh. — 
Well, well, you may just wipe your eyes, 
and give one great gulp, and swallow down 
your swelling tide of joy, whilst I ring for 
a Sandwich, that you may have some wine, 
and Mary, food ; who, I suspect, break- 
fasted in the night to be here by this time. 
How did you come, child ?" 

" In the gig, madam, Papa was so 
subdued by Ins unexpected good fortune, 
that he has, in consequence, been attacked 
by a slight fit of the gout, which prevented 
his Coming up himself to thank you ; and, 
not considering even the post a sufficiently 
safe conveyance of his grateful acknow- 
ledgments, he dispatched me with this 
letter, in which he has endeavoured to ex- 
press his feelings.*' 

" And which," said Lady Flowerdew, 
*« I will not read in Company, as I strongly 
suspect it may cause a grand display of 
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emotion, which, afler my declaration 
against sentimentaUties^ would be rather 
unoppqrtune. — Ah ! well, my poor Clau- 
dia, I see I must grant you leave of ab- 
sence for five minutes. — Mary, go with 
your sister, but both retutti as speedily as 
possible/* 

The Miss Lörrains withdrew, and Lord 
Bayswater declared his joy at their depar- 
ture ; as nothing he apprehended like a 
sentimental scene, lest he should be drawn 
iuadvertently into the Performance, which 
was not his cast. 

** But," continued his lordship, *' if 
ever I am taken in to weep, I trust it may 
be. at a good man's joy.— Pray, Miss Fre^- 
derick, are you a poetess ? Your eyes 
betray the secret ; for they beam with 
every requisite for one/' 

** They must beam then with r^ected 
light, my lord, for I am not so distin-^ 
guished by nature,'* said Rosabella, with 
a blush and eloquent smile, since, from the 
name Lady Flo werde w had introduced. 
him by, she feit conviction his lordship 
was a poet. 

yOL. II. N 
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^^ Ha ! my I^ord Pindarus ! this sbrewd 
young damsel has discovered the Helicon 
fluid in th^ radiance of your eye»; and 
has paid you a compliment, tbat I doubt 
not will send yott to the moon in a fli^t 
o£ elated vanity/' said- Lady Mowardew. 

^' A compliment/' replied his lordsbip, 
homng^ *^ that may lead me, altbougfa not 
tfarough the guidance^ of my vanity, fur- 
ther than I ever oieant to go; even to 
that shrine I vowed I nev^er would stray 
to. But devoutly I; do wish you were a 
poetess^ or a novel writer, tbat you might 
work up a pretty pathetic tale out of this 
iQcident in the Lorrain family ; and with 
the finale, whicb I föte^^ee, of ^is^ Captain 
Arundel wedding pretty M^^9 of the 
more interestixig Claudia/^ , 

" Well," Said Lady Mowerdew, **^ siöcc 
tbere 19 no one present to write thi» pa- 
thetic tale, i will recite a pWa un wnished 
one to Miss Fred^ick. 

^^ Tbe mother of tbese girhi was 0^ distant 
relative of mine, a most bigUy accom- 
plished young woman, who incorred the 
displeasure of her obdurate pareqta bo 


eompteteiy, by marrjjng the private tutor 
of her brothers, that they not oiiiy wonld 
never see her more» bnt threw her olt ia 
the most barbarous manner^ and left heir 
send her inestimable husband to strudle 
througfa all the miseciea of poverty, witb a 
rapidly increasing family, until about six 
years since, when m^ lord obtuined a living 
for Lorrain of a,bout four hundred poundar 
perannum^ lipon whieh they reared theirniu 
merous fämily with great hononr to them* 
selves, as they were tbeir only teachers; 
even accomplishing these two eider girls^ 
particularly Claudia» who has surpassing 
abilities. But all their happiness and 
amended comforts received a direful 
shock, about a^ yeär and a half stnce, by 
the almost sudden death of Mrs. Lorrain, 
and from that peried the ill health of 
Claudia miety be dated ; for she adored her 
mother, and ha&mourned her loss too deep- 
ly ; so that, although I have had her with 
me as much as possible since, and have 
had every medical advice for her, her 
health every day declines ; and the physi^^ 
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cians bave at length declared it to be 
mental malady. 

" But Claudia has not been the only 
mournej*, whose health and spirits bave 
been broken by the death of this amiable 
woman ^ for poor Lorrain is, in truth, a 
disconsolate widower : and the vicarage of 
. became so miserable a residence 
after the bright himinary, who there 
cheered all for him, was snatched away, 
that he sought a curacy, where he could 
have the parsonage-house for a residence, 
and in a Situation where he could take a 
few small boys to educate with bis younger 
ones, as a task that might abstract bis 
thoughts from a too uninterrupted con- 
templatiön of bis affliction ; and, scarcely 
was he established in bis euracy and pro- 
mising undertaking, when the vicar died, 
and just at the same period the patron of 
the living» the gallant Arundel» was re- 
ported taken prisoner after the battle 
of Vittoria, and since dead of bis wounds ; 
when the next heir to this estate, to which 
the presehtation of this living was annexed, 
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gave the living to a man» who immediately 
sent notice to poor Lorrain to quit the 
curacy; an intimation that overwbelmed 
him with distress ; for no other curacy to 
suit him could he in a moment hear of, nei- 
ther could he endure to return to his vicar- 
age, where the ghost of his departed happi- 
ness would direfuUy haunt him still ; andt 
whilst this embarrassing distress was weighp 
ingheavilyupon hismind, an express arrived 
to my lord from Arundel himself, requesting 
him to break the joyful news of his exist- 
ence, and liberation from the hands of the 
French» to his uncles. No sooner had 
this welcome express reached us, than I 
dispatched an epistle to meet Arundel on 
his road from Ireland, stating poor Lor- 
ndn's case, and entreating that Lorraia 
should be continued in the curacy; but, 
instead of this, the benevolent Arunddl 
has, you see, conferred the living itself 
upon him ; and, from what has fallen from 
Mary, of his angelic conduct to her father, 
I conclude he has arrived from Ireland9 
and is in Surrey." 


8^ BOuasxxA. 

-^ fOf Qaptem Arnsdel's arrind &om 
Irelafid I can bear testiomony, havii^ come 
40v«r iti tbe same packet," aaid £asabeUa ; 
iprho bad beefi &r firom im iaaensible au- 
-ditross txi liady filowerdew's onanätavek 
' ^ Cane oTier in the aame fneket? 
lElbea yon can reiieve my Beaidety (tdlalyvie 
4o bis health) and teU me «meläang of bis 
-«ttfoptimate ad^Hsntves »fi»r -tbe baftde lOf 
Vittofta.^ 

^RoMbdU oould not «diae Iher Jadjr. 
•dbtp^ lattm* eKpectatkm^ bat f^a^e ber all 
tb€ 4nibim«tHm in her »pomar relatii« t» 
the fontttt ; and, äMxrtdy after, the Mim 
Ldrrdns tnade their mppeoKtmBOt, 'wbea ik 
imtg evidatrt, by tbe aspect of Jthe aotemst* 
lüg CUuidiai» Hkkt her idoing so wn att 
leit^rU^fi $ iar l&e famg waa leading ha 
^art üi tb« Md, but imaraäiBg A^;isct» 
«äiat bar adored motiuer bdd not ba«* 
«pared to participate in the ^prosperity «f 
li«r little leM adared i&tfaer. 

Lady Slowexdew^ perceiiöng how ^Rsaft 
«i^as ^ sfiruggle iof Miss Lacram mitk ber 
sensitive feeUngs» now caUed tbe f arty to 
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her little baoquet» for the purpose of per- 
stftadtng her to fblibw her prescriptidn of a 
little wine. 

^' But how does this hiq[){)eii, Ladjr 
flowerdew,'' demanded MaA^y Lorrain» 
anxious, fer her sister's sake, to lead the 
conversatioa &om their late good fertmte^ 
** that yovL are to he found in the heine 
d€|)artä(ieii<;, and fiot in the fbreign liae öf 
eager curiosity ?" 

*'Olil aU in good tilne» I «hidl t)e in 
that populär liiie «re (he sua göes down : 
for, to let you into my consecjaence, I had 
the honor of an introduction, tiot on3y to 
the grand duichess» but to the craperor 
htfltiself» a few years sinüe» whea I was 
with my fkther at St. Feteirsbuig: au ktn^ 
troduction graciously recognised by both ; 
aad I have been aliaost a däHy visitor of 
the form^ since her arrival here, aad 
am goiqg ^seotly to call upon her, ibr 
the purpose <£ introducing our lyric poet 
here." 

The landau of Lady Flowerdew was now 
anuounced to be in waitiog. 

Mary/' said her ladyship, ^^ go to 
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Nesbit, and teil her to adorn you, child, in 
something simple and becoming of mine, 
as I am going to take you with your sister 
and Miss Frederick to the Pulteney Hotel ; 
where, perhaps, if I manoeuvre like my 
friend Lady Wilemore, I may obtain you 
the gratification of some particular notice 
from these illustrious personages ; and, at 
all events, I can procure admission for 
you into the antechamber/* 

** Madam, the honour and gratification 
your goodness would confer upon me, I 
grieve to say I am under the necessity of 
<ieclining/* said Rosabella, painfully blush- 
ing, whilst tears of mortification and re- 
gret Started to her eyes, at the sacrifice 
the dictates of her heart urged her on to 
make. 

" Are you in jest, my dear?" demanded 
Lady Flowerdew, in amazement; " or 
does there really exist any absolute inter- 
diction to your accompanying me to the 
Pulteney Hotel ?*' 

" Lady Derville, madam, did not wish 
that I should go there,** replied our he- 
Foine, again painfull}' blushing, at being 
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cotnpelled to throw suspicion upon • the 
kindness of Lady Derville to her, or upon 
her own claim to indulgence ; *^ and, as I 
have ever found her ladyship a judicious, 
as well as ä kind friend, I cannot doubt 
her motive was a just one/' 

Lady Flowerdew did not attempt any 
argument against the decree of Lady Der- 
ville, so amiably subscribed to ; but she 
thought it very stränge ; and it added Force 
to her belief of a System of unkindness 
being adopted towards this lovely young 
creature. 

Mary, almost wild with rapture at the 
unexpected prospect of seeing a plurality 
of real sovereigns, now darted into the 
room, with looks so improved by an ele* 
gant hat and Spencer from Lady flower- 
dew's wardrobe, that Lord Bayswater said, 
with an expressive smile, to Rosabella — 

*^ My prediction, I think, must be veri- 
:fied in the finale of the Lorrain narrative, 
unless the heart of Captain Arundel was 
purloined, on bis passage from Ireland, by 
a thief of more resistless prowess." 

^* He came o^er with very honest peo- 
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fAe, my lord/' MSf^nded RoBabeUa smil- 
ingf wiiilst $he Uwäbeid at the earaast g9S^ 
of hift lordship { '* <people ^ loa anidi 
beoevol&iee jbo inugifiie miecliief agÜBflt 
iämj wbom they &H «idicfirely pitkd fi»f his 
faealth, and respeoted ibr tito dftogers lie 

^< Does not y^nt hat tentefice orefuire 
^DOrre^N&on ?*' demanded hie lonishi^ ; his 
eyes fttiU riyeted in «dairmg gase itpo> 
iier. *^ i>o 70« »ot mean-^^ iofc^c? for the 
daiig<ers he haA bravied P-~JS<o Skakespear 
wrote it/* 

^' And so, perbapB, yoor tordship may 
-find it in futn« editions n£ rmr voyiage. I 
was oot the only woman of tim {Miity/^ 

^* Wby;, biow zkow» «y Loivi iPitidanisi'' 
«exdiaimed Lady flomnerdew, qnnniog Um 
lound fima kb fitetion ^ statiding by fto-- 
sabeüa. ^Think'not I wiU mflfer this 
uasiiapickMis strangier to be taken by sur- 
prise : tfaerefore, avaunt, until I patnt yon 
irfaat you are — a male coquetü-^an as^er 
tär tibe admiration of the &ir ; yct con- 
fessedly of no tact himelf, beyond tibat at- 

l profiMDBor of in- 
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Tulnerability to love, who» without com- 
punctioB, takes every heart he can allure, 
but will not give one in return:— who 
boasts, both by the oral process and the 
widely sounding trump <^ bis niuse^ of bis 
determined apathy ; and that, for the sole 
pui^pose of ensnaring our unwary sex» 
tbro^h the deluding web of our own va«- 
nity, spun by our hope of becomieg the 
enviable and doughty flame to thaw the 
fVozen fortresä» that Contains hh Miowfaall 
heart*' 

** Oh ! have mercy ! have mercy i" ex* 
claitned bis lord^ip^ forcing a langh to 
coiioeid bis chagrin % ^* what a characber i$ 
this ! — Why, 'tis, by the becoming veil of 
charity I swear, enough to*— *' 

^< Enough/' exdaimed the volatik 
Mary, '^ to drive a dozen of us self-plnm- 
ing damsels up the hill of Paraassus^ tö 
scramble for your lordship's Coronet of 
Bays. — What »ay you, Miss Frederick ?•' 

'' Why,? übe »plied, " I will say Lady 
Flowerdew was very good to apprise inex- 
perienced girls of the dafigefs that me«- 
oaced them; but» I believe, mankind in 
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general would pronoutice her ladyship's an 
injudicioiis plan ; since it k their received 
opinion, that to point out the precipice of 
danger to a woman is the sure method to 
precipitate her down it.*' 

" Not, Miss Frederick, at least,'* said 
Lord Bayswater, " whilst that chain is 
clasped around her, suspended from the 
rock of reason, and she is gifted with 
quick perception of the foibles of her sex." 

*' Yet, to the padlock of that chain,** 
Rosa replied, with a smile teinpered by 
the blushing influence of her inherent ti- 
midity, — " your lordship thinks there may 
be found a magic key in the resistless 
power of the enchantress Flattery.** 

" Let him beware,** said Lady Flower- 
dew, observing the rays of lively admira- 
tion that emanated from his eyes, ^* that 
there is not a magic key to be found in 
the power of some enchantress, that may 
unlock even ice-encrusted citadels.** 

" Oh !" replied his lordship, ** I have 
played with love*s lightning, until, like 
the laurel, I defy äts power.** 

" Beware !'* her ladyship repeäted, as 
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noWy with the three young ladies and 
Lord Bayswater, she desccnded to the 
carriage. 

At Lady Flowerdew's desire Lord Bays- 
water mounted the box to drive ; by which 
means she obtained the opportunity she 
wished for, of speaking more seriously 
upon his lordship's inexusably cruel pro- 
pensity, than she could do before him i to 
do which she was impelled by the observa- 
tions she had made upon the ardent and 
uneqnivocal admiration excited by the 
beautiful Rosabelia, in the breast of his 
lordship, — admiration which, although she 
had never beheld him evince so evidently 
ibr any being before, she feit conviction 
would prove but* transient ; yet, whilst it 
continued in its present glow, he would 
leave nothing unattempted to ensnare her 
heart, she doubted not, to add to those 
triumphs he had already been elated by in 
the captivation of many a lovely woman, 
who, entoiled by his fine exterior, his po- 
pulär muse, and avowed apathy, had en- 
tered the lists for the prize of his unvän- 
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quishable faeart» and, in the contest^ lost 
her own. 

Independent too of Lady Flowerdew's 
kind wish of foreafming, by forewaming 
RosabeUa aad tbe viAaJdle Mary of this 
dangerous man's pro|i<eiisity and power^ 
sfae faad aQother aim in her discussion of 
tbe suliiiect, — to alartn die prudence and 
reason of the susoeptible Claudia ; «ince 
freq^iietitly of late a suspicion had been 
awakfened, tbat purt of ihn amiable, as in- 
terestifig, young woman's ill'-beaith and 
melancboly were caused by bis lordsfatp's 
too imccessful power to please^ who bad 
üden beea an inmate with her at Wimble- 
don» and Lord Flow&rdefw's seat in ^Snssex, 
fbr weeks togetber. 

Although Mary Lorvain was not qiüte 
«o great a novice in tbe world's wiles as 
Rofiabella, 8be £elt equaUy astonisbed wttb 
ber at any man baving so aiyiistifidble a 
pursuit, and at any woman aacrific^g 
ber own happtne«« to fbrm triumph fbr a 
man's reprebensible vanity ; and their art» 
less strictures upon the «ut^ect were so 
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completely all her ladjrship wished to hear 
from theniy that she determined to repeat 
them to Lord Bayswater, since she doubt- 
ed not, as they were fhe mifiophisticated 
opinions of such joimg and prettjr women, 
they nqgfat convey t&ct to a mind that 
aa every other re^ect was amiable. 

At lenglb Üxf reached AUiesBarleStreet, 
«Ukoogh Ins locdrinp drove as dow as foot 
ODold &11, since, as fiosa sat with her üice 
to the horses, he couldoften eSEsct a glance 
at her from his elevated Station ; still won- 
dermg wfaat theoie oonld so ammate her 
pensive conntenance, and mncb widaing to 
be Mit ef the noisj streets &f London, that 
iie stili migfat hear her dulcet yoioe. 
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completely all her ladyship wished to hear 
from them, that she determined to repeat 
them to Lord Bayswater, since she doubt- 
ed not, as they were the unsophisticated 
opinions of such young and pretty women, 
they might convey tffect to a mind thA 
ia every other re^pect was amiable. 

At lengtii tiiey teached Attieoaarle Street, 
akhoogh his lordship drove as dow as foot 
ooatd &11, 9mce, as Rosbl sat with her face 
to the horses, he could often effect a glance 
at her from his elevated Station ; still won- 
derkig wfaat theoie could so animate her 
pensjve counteaanoe, and much wisfaing to 
be 0ut of the aoisy streets of London, that 
iie stiU might hear her dulcet voioe. 
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cation of heariog Mies Perfection^i><*-^ I 
mean Miss Standard's exquisite p»fonn- 

/ Inquiry was now tdade in tiie bonee, 
«tid Cikafles ieamed that Messnk-^«-^ 
had sent to say> ^^ They w«[e exceediagiy 
c<Hicerned at not being able to oomply 
vntik Mr. Monson's orde«r that day ; sinoe, 
if they were to . olför a thousand poimds 
fixr a man to fcake tfae fastriiineirts to Ai- 
JiMefiiarie Street, they could not ppocure 
lone» all their people having strock work, 
lor tfae pforpose of gaping afber 13» ittus- 
trioos visitors." 

" Will I go, Master Charfc^^?" es- 
claimed Terry, seeii^ him xmch cha* 
griaed »t the disappointmeaL ^ Sure 
myself, and success to my stardy atiunpB l 
can Ije brtnging the haq», aay isow«** 

One of tbe fine gentieman waiiters, wfao 
was present, in a whisper asked Teiry, 
faow he c«uld tfadnk o£ canying fourdens 
like a ticket porter. 

•' Ah, then, why would'nt I ?" exclaim- 
ed Terry in the loud response of Indig- 
nation ; *^ Sure the haip is mf crest, man 


ridive! and igho^ myeelf mdll be ^td to 
icnow, ivas ever asfaamed «of their »modal 
bearings, unless 'twas crest-fidlen they 
w«re by dMionoar. Ocft» murder ! a^amed 
I'd be of a harp on my back ! Why it has 
fiDoted a coat of mail to Engiaod'ts back ! 
jt .pvetty bj^ feather in her carow« ! since 
whot fallt for cur land of pratees^ woald 
yez !be iiowP Not entertaming emperon 
md stmige kings, bot sia^res to Master 
Bcmy, Ay;» fitith) aad sucoesB to the harp! 
lÜHb^ it t^ng out wairio^ fpr yez, and 
to itfaie tane of * See the oonqmering Hem 
comes/ whln it liiundered out Arthur of 
Imland fbr yea, vnd the shillela that will 
neither bend nor break in Im hanii^ and 
ins toonr circled -wid the ahamrock, tfaat 
dbowed OUT three üMtiooß uaiiy in ataaitn^, 
Mod iaugbt tfaeat iSrmly in ose band to 
foUow the leader the bhssed Saint Fiatrick 
«8nt them. Och^ nrarder! ariiamed of a 
baip at my ihack, Vd be! Oci^ vch, ocfi/ 
Maiter Charlm, faad tny four bones re» 
maiat in Irdaait tili Arthur of £rin tarned 

'•Poitetoet. 
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his back in battle — such disparagement 
as this same to his nation would never 
have galled my ears." 

Terry now hastened away for the ex- 
ecution of his meditated purpose; and 
immediately after his disappearance» Lady 
Derville returned from Richmond ; who^ 
although possessing too much urbanity to 
permit its being visible, was far from being 
pleased at this addition to her dinner 
pärty; since it must unavoidably throw 
impediments in the way of Mr. Sternham's 
suit, whieh of all things she at this moment 
had most earnestly at heart.'* 

*' Well,'' her ladyship demanded, after 
she paid her compliments to Lady Wile- 
mora and Miss Standard ; *^ I trust you 
have not again been disappointed, but that 
you have seen all the wonders of the age at 
the Pulteney Hotel.'* 

^^ We sustained no disappointment to- 
day," Lady Wilemore replied. " We had, 
amongst many gratifications, that ^of seeing 
the imperial brother and sister : and the 
emperor did my niece the honour of taking 
her band, in preference to many a fair one. 
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as well as red, stretched out for that dis- 
tinction : which was really an honour so* 
Superlative, a distinction so elating, that 
I have only to pray Alinda's uncommon 
strength of understanding may prove a 
counterpoise to the brain-turning vanity it 
must inspire.*' 

Lady Meliora, whom Rosabella prompt- 
ly saw had not retumed in elevation of 
spirits, now made a signal to our heroine 
to accompäny her out of the room, and 
the moment they reached their Chamber, 
her ladyship burst into tears as she threw 
her arms around the neck of her affec« 
tionate friend. 

" Oh, Heaven !'* exclaimed the alarmed 
and s^mpathizing Rosa; ^^ What has be- 
fallen my beloved Meliora? No unplea- 
sant news I trust, relative to Lord Mont- 
albert." 

" No, thank my stars ! for then indeed 
I should run quite distracted: but what 
I have to impart is almost as heart-rend- 
ing : the em — em — ^pe — pe — ror never 
bestowed one look upon me, no — no more 
than if I häd been some Laplander ; whilst 


286 R09ABBLLA. 

twiee be took the haad ofthat odiousMiss, 
her fbrward aunt absolutely thrust into his 
grasp, to act as a screen to every one itear 
her/' 

*^ Well then/^ Rosabella replied, " since 
she acted as a screen, the poor emperor 
did not sHght you ; and therefore it was 
neithei' bis want of taste, nor yours of 
attraction ; so dear dear M eliora, do not 
cry about it. Anotfaer time, when there 
is no intervening cloud to obscure the 
sun's brilliant rays, the emperor will per- 
ccive its brightness." 

^* I don*t know that, Rosa," her lady«* 
ship responded, sobbing piteously; " I 
don't know that; for even when that 
ecHpsing woman allowed ine to peep^ from 
behind her cloud of perfection, I scarcely 
obtained a look. No one^ was sponta- 
neously planet-struck with admiration, 
since all seemed monopolized by gaping 
for the ascent and descant of foreign 
wonders; or gasring at that Dutch toy 
Derville seems to have set bis mind on j 
and who, had she belonged to one of 
our pfoud islesi our infatuated country- 


men would have gased no more upon than 
they did on me/* 

"Bat she has a great fortnnc/* Rosa- 
bdla replied» ^^and richea possess magnetic 
lAflueuoe/' 

^< Well, and suppose her fortune is l'arger 
than mine ; my birth and consequence 
traikicend hers as much as my &ce and 

^^ But^ most probably no one knew you. 
to be Lady Melioca Monson." 

** Bot they ought to have discovered 
by my deportment that I was her supe* 

lior/' 

" Nay/* returned Rosa, who was nearly 
a$ mach . moitified as the youpg beauty^ 
herMlf, at her beloyed MeUora heing thu&r 
oyerlooked; '^ Your dress wotild hardly 
aUow a guess to be formcd of your qoality» 
since you häve been disappointed, throügh 
thia gazing after these wonders, of every 
thing yotL beapoke; and certainly, the 
dcesa you have on is so different from 
l4idy Flowerdew*s, that perbaps people 
may be led to overlook you, irom belieiN 
ix^^ vmrt you anybody» you would he 
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attired, as Mrs« O'Dowd would say, in 
more shfüsh costume.** 

^^ My dear» dear^ penetratitig Rosa, you 
have developed the fatal cause/' exclaim- 
ed her ladyship, kissing her in ecstasy« 
•* It is my comparatively shabby and un- 
fashioned dress that dis^ises me, and 
besots people to the indolence of not open- 
ing their eyes to behold me ; and that 
irritating woman Lady Wilemore's manceu- 
vring plan, of jamming me up in a nook in 
the back ground, — as you used to serve 
Mr. iStemham, when grandmama made 
you take views in Ravenswood Park, and 
bade you group us all in each landscape, — 
you know, must add to the natural belief, 
that I am some poor cousin who has mend- 
ed the family linen, trudged about with 
the house keys, aüd run after cheating 
servants and unruly chiidren, until every 
pajticie of good looks I might ever have 
possessed, have been harassed away." 

Lady Meliora, having now found a beim 
for her deeply wounded vanity, smiled 
as it eased her smart ; and soon drying up 
her tears, dressed — admired her own love* 
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linessy and wondered atij cloud could ob- 
scure its radiance ; and then descended 
to the drawing-room, where they found 
Terry (aided by Mrs, O'Dowd's oracle 
and her Colosras,) in the act of hying 
the harp he had proudly borne through 
the streets before Miss Standard. The 
moment he had tfaus obeyed the direc- 
tiohs of Mr. Monson, he tumed to Mrs. 
O'Dowd with glowing cheeks» and re- 
proaohfiilly said : 

" I hope, Mrs. O'Dowd, that it is not 
wounding my heart yourself will be any 
more, whin you lam all the rapparees in 
the wide world are not your own country- 
men^ Ma'am.'' ^ . > 

" Why, pray, Terry," replied Mrs. 
O'Dowd, with an arch glance at Mn 
Monson, ** how in the name of wonder 
can I have wounded your heart ?** 

^* Oh ! faith ma'am, easy enough, whin 
*tis always saying you are, * that every 
one is honest in this country, and that 
you needn't be fearing banditti, now 
yourself is treading on English ground}' 

VOL. 11. 
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whtch ia such disparsgemant to the honour 
€^ tbe SQd St Patrick trod upon, that 
it'» no wofider 'tis vounded my heart 
is by it-" 

^^ Biit have you sufieced from disho- 
neaty, Terry?'' d^nanded Mr.. Monacm» 
** Has your pockot been picked?" 

^^ Faith yoursalf haa caught the lap in 
the faet, Master Chwless; He did pick 
my pocket, that's a aiure thing : and, och» 
one ! if the treachery of .the job was not 
woüse nör the thieft^ nayself wonders at 
it" 

** Pray what has be&Uen you, Terry?" 
demanded Mrs. CKDowd, in a ton^ that 
betrayed she anticipated mortificstion to 

« Why then, indeed ma'aifi, as myself 
was trud^g along, wid my badge of 
honour at my back, a ihighty deeent hidc- 
ing mail>**^a8 creditafale now as eVer you 
seen ma'am, hit gainst my proud' bürden; 
so ^ sir/ says I» * I'll be greatly obliged 
to you not to be hitting agaiost me, in 
regard to my having a harp on my back j 
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Ofid if yourself is a true and loyal «ibject, 
you muat honour the harp just now too 
much to be miausing it' '* 

'* ' The harp !' cries he, turning round 
upon me, * sure every loyal subjiect must 
honour, and be ready to fall down and 
worship it» fpr the sake. of the heroic Wel- 
lington ; and J would shake you cordially 
by the band» and embrace you too for hi« 
aake, wcAild your honourable bürden permit 
il ;' £^d 80 on he w:ent wid such pilaver, 
^s qiuite rcgoicad the cockles of my beart, 
Walking quite condescendingly by the side 
of me ; tili at last aays he, — the thief of the 
World ! 

^^ ' There's a ^ee/ says he, * at the end 
of Sackville Street, just harby, made on 
purpose for porters to rest their loads j and 
when we come there, I think I can assist 
you to raise your honourable bürden to 
a more convenient Station for carrying 
it/ 

^^ So wid that, sure enough we came 
to the stand he mintioned ; aad just as 
myadf was staring like a conjurer up and 
dovn the piperly place, that humbug upon 

o 2 
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a Sackville Street, no more to be com* 
pared to the one in the Hibemian me- 
tropolis, than a duck-pond is to the Bay of 
Dublin! what does he do, the rap! bat 
whilst pretinding to assist me, and whilst 
he was choking me wid gratitude, he whips 
away, all unknownc^t to me, before my 
yery eyes, my elegant silver wateh, and 
pelted off for the bare life down tbat sham 
Sackville Street; myself wondering why 
my friend absconded from me in that 
&shion ? whin^ bubaboo ! myself perceives 
the flag of my distress waving from the 
palm of his band, as he scampered — the 
orange ribbon of my watch, that I bought 
new but this very morning : so, Mistriss 
O'Dowd, ma'am, my fine flummeiy English 
friend has left me on the shangkraun^ for 
knowing whether perpetual motion flies or 
Stands still/' 

WeU, my poor Terry," said Charles, 

I am your debtor for a watch, since, 
whilst obliging me, you were robbed of 
your elegant one." 

** Why then long life to you, Master 
Chdixless ! I'U engages, His no man or mor« 
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tal will ever be the loser by you, though 'tis 
of one's all you might be the instigation 
of one's being robbed of, and success to 
yourself !" 

Miss Standard exerted her musical abi-^ 
lities to the utmost of her power during 
the evening to fascinate Mr. Monson; 
although she frequently declared, ^' she 
faad caught a desperate hoarseness, that 
enfeebled and unharmonized her voice ; 
and that the harp was a vile one, out of 
which there was no eliciting a tone conge«* 
nial to her feelings :" yet« when Rosa, at 
the decree of Lady Meliora, tuned it for 
her own Performance, and sounded her 
dulcet tones in a simple ballad, Charles 
was entranced with a degree of rapture 
he had never before experienced on ä 
jsimilar occasion ; and which he was so 
3uccessless in bis efibrts to conceal, that 
his terrified grandmother said : 

** The cause, Charles, of your being 
so parücularly Struck by that sweet air, 
18, that you never heard it before, except 
on our old jingling instruments at Ravens- 
wood } and although Miss Standard, from 
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her superiority of judglnent, disapprove^ 
of this one, yet it so infinitely surpasses 
what we have been accustomed to, that 
all our old acquaintances must appeaf 
to peculiar advantage to our vitiated 
ears/* 

** My niece possesses such exquisite 
taste, and so sensitive an eaf/* said Lady 
Wilemore, *• that she scarcely ever finds 
an instrument she oan play to adrantage 
upon } a^ her tortüred feelings are in a 
State of writhing revolt, when she drawB 
forth soulids dissonant tö her own melo- 
dious sollt : \^hilst, aa to an accompani- 
ment foi* her vöcal transc^ndence, she 
rarely fiiidä any harüiony to töalesce.** 

•* Did she ever try the bagpipe, my 
hottey?'* demanded Mrs. CTDowd, 

Lady Wilemor^, not pleased at the ten- 
dency of this ludicrOus question, yet how- 
ever with wonderful self-pössession, replied« 
** No, certainly ; but if she eoüld be pre- 
Vailed upon to try the barbarous nerve 
assailer, she would bring tones. from it 
the instrument VfüB before thought in- 
capaUe of : and I doubt not, would not 
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only bring it into ÜLtkioik as an harmo&icai 
but draw all Ireland's amateurs after her 
tö listen/' 

^^ As Ario» did the dolphifi»^'' said 
McBu (yD<md} •* but, my honey! any 
common piper can peffevm ibat fest at 
a wake in Ireland.^ 

A note, that Mrs. 0*Dowd prized bc- 
yond all that Miss Standard had treated 
her with, was »ow delivered to her from 
Lady Flowerdew; wbich sbe htitd litt 
sooner perused, than in ecstatie raptürd 
fibe exclaimed : 

^' Oh, my benies au! we mtist be off 
ülce the dews *of night at the approach 
<^ Madam Aurom, to Ascot Racea ; sitice 
all our own dear darling royal family, and 
all the illustrious strangers are to be there» 
^tho are afterwards to proceed to Frog* 
more, to an entertainment to be given to 
them by Her Majesty.** 

*^ That 18 all fteport, and carniot be acted 
lipon," Said Lady Wilemore» not pleased 
this Intimation had not been sent to her, 
that through her it might be given; and be* 
ndes 9he had but two horses, and the ex- 
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pense of a pair of leaders for such a distant 
excursioD was not to be thought of — or at 
least, not to be paid for — ^by her. 

** Ay, Hiy honey ! but there is no report 
like a true one»" Mrs. O'Dowd replied^ 
** and this is upon royal authority j since 
the Duchess of Oldenburg told Lady Flow« 
erdew so herseif/* 

** The duchess told her!'* exclaime4 
Lady Wilemore. with a sneer. ^^ Then 
you inay thank Her Imperial Highness 
fi)r thQ inform.ation ; since it was to wave 
that high feather of her acquaintance with 
these Russians, — bfought about when her 
&ther was in the corp€ diplomatiqve-^ihsLX 
she dispatched this billet ; just as she made 
such a grand display of herseif, slowly 
parading up the staircase at the PuUeney 
Hotel to-day^ that all might see she Was 
going to visit La Grande Dttchesse, I think 
I managed vastly well, to screen us al} 
from her recognition ; for really I think 
jt quite delightful, when people are in the 
altitude of display, to mortify tbem by non-* 
observance/' 

" Lady Flowerdew, — who is berself ont 
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bf the . möst lovely arid elegant lookin^ 
women I ever beheld," said Mr. Mönson, 
** had two very attractive girls with her ;— ^ 
the one interesting and elegant ; the other 
uncommonly pretty. Do ybu know who 
they are/Lady Witenaore?'* 

** I did not observe them,'* returned her 
ladyship. " Alinda, who were they ?" 

** I believe, ma'am, one was the go^ 


vernesSi" 


« 


Ah !— tte goverrtess ! Well, well, if my 
friend Cecilia does not repent protection 
there, I sball be surprised ! Dangerous ! ä 
very dangerous experiment that,of bringing 
an interesting girl into orie's house as a pro* 
tegee. Nine timesout of ten they turä 
oiit manceuvrers ; and contrive, either de- 
signedly or otherwise, to entätigle the 
hearts of one's husband, or brother, or 
son ! — always sure of some dire cata» 
Strophe, where they find shelter." 

" Ah, my honey ! but not half so dire 
a catastrophe as if we do not go to 
Ascot,'* exclaimed Mrs, O'Dowd, eager tö 
turn a conversation she saw had spieen and 
Personality for its basis; " since I will 

o 5 
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hang ibyself^ Lady Meliora drown^ and 
Mr. Mongon shoot faimself, if we cannot 
procure sufficient horses to whiii us to 
Ascot Heath to-morrow. Mt. Monsoik, 
my honey dear! witl we speak abont 
them? for of courre i*re will try to 

" Certainly," said Charles ; '* and yiire 
sliall require four pain" 

** Oaly three pair, my dear/' said Lady 
Derville; *^ two pair for my coach, to 
eonvey you, Mrs. O'Dowd, your sister» 
and Mr. Sternham, to these rates ; and 
one pair for Mrs. O'Dowd s chariot, vhich 
I must beg leave to borroW, to take Rosa 
with me to Richmond.*' 

*^ Good Heaven» madam r Charles ex<» 
claimed, ** it cannot be possible you meaii 
to exclude Miss Frederick from ever^ 
party of amusement !'' 

*^ I am not accountable to you, Mn 
Monson, for my arrangeroents/' Lftrdy 
Derville haughtily replied. ^* I made aa 
engagement to take Miss Frederick to 
Lady Elstow's to-morrow, which h is ab« 
ilolutely necessary I should fulfil.'* 
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^ Ab ! tliose dl»K)hite engagements am 
fMOVoking thtugs; as poör Alinda and 
mjse\£ caa testify/* satd Lady Wilemore» 
mth a deep drawn sigh ; '^ fdr Sir 
Gilbert bas a most uniOf^rtane appoint- 
ment for to-morrow at Highgate ; and ht 
would as aocm sever Im right hatid froia 
his body, as allow me to have die caiw 
tiage wben he wants it; ^r hie left, as 
permit mj going io a hack-cbaise: so 
tfaat» altbougb our sad hearts will be with 
yoD, our persons are interdicted. Nay, 
Alinda, lock not so seriously soiTowful 
about what is inevitable : absolutely, as 
if your poor little innocent heart Mras 
breaking at this thwarting impediment to 
yotir wisrhes. Well, well, it is provoking, 
I grafit you ! I declare I never saw yoa 
look so unhappy at any disappointment 
before/' 

•* But why nced tbat disappointment 
exist?'* Said Lady DerviHe, anxious to 
embrace this opportumty of eßectuallj 
crushitig the possibility of any after re- 
pentance leading to poor Rosa's forming 
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one of the party to A&cot, lest a new 
rescript should open. the eyes of Charles 
still wider to her transcendent fascina* 
tions : , ^^ cannöt my carriage convey 
you? It is roomy, and your old friend 
and my grandchildren, there can be no 
doubti will be happy in so pleasing an ad« 
dition to their party/' 

The wary Lady Wilemorc . perceiving 
the .assenttng bows were more of poütesse 
than cordiality, promptly resolved to raise 
her copsequence as a ciceroney to inaure 
her welcome, and therefore said : — 

** Why, I do not know what to say 
to your ladyship's obligiag offer, which 
I should be most happy to ac^ept, only 
it has just Struck me wfaere. I can ^ro« 
eure conveyance, and prove a most ac- 
ceptable appendage to some relatives just 
arrived out of Yorkshire to see the sights ; 
who, not knowing even the tipof an ear 
belonging to the world of fashion, will 
hail me as a most invaluable acquisition4 
May I heg leaye to write a line to offer 
myself, that I may have it ready to dis« 
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psiich my fpQtman with to HalfmooB Stre^t^ 
tbe.moment he arrives?*' 
. "Sure, my honeyTV exdi^imed Mrs, 
O^Dowd, now forcibly Struck with thre 
value of her Bath friend, as a nomenclator. 
" Sure, my honey, we will want a cice'^ 
rone as much as any Yorkshire novice, 
and you cannot be so shabby as to desert, 
and with your Standard too/' 

** Well then, since I can be useful to 
you, I will let my poor Yorkshire cousins 
manage how they can. Butj perhaps I 
may crowd you ; and should Lord Derville 
not be in the train of the divine Van- 
delure, and wish to go with you — *' 

*' Why, still, madam, there will be ac- 
commodation for you and your lovely 
niece»'' said Mr. Sternham, in his turn 
determined to manoeuvre, *' as I have an 
absolute engagement in the city ; indeed, 
relative to printing a work of mine, that 
cannot longer be deferred." 

Charles, knowing füll well that he should 
not be permitted to accompany Rosa- 
bella to Richmond, and as Mr. Stern- 
ham was not to enjoy that happiness, 


feit HO incentive, either to withdraw 
himself from the party to Ascot, or to 
iHterfere iKth bis preceptor^s arrange- 
Bientt. 
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Bt {losa's devices and exertiotis, ifispired 
by her ebservations upon Lady Flower- 
dew^s style of dress, the appearance of 
Lady Meliora was so much'improved both 
iil fashion atid beauty, tfaat her delighted 
grandmother beheld her with rapture, ad 
Ähe stood before her equipped for Ascot: 
but not the isame efibct had the improve- 
ment of Rosabella's aspect (through th« 
aid of her own ingenuity and a beautiftii 
straw hat, the gift of Mrs. O'Dowd,) Ott 
her ladyship } since terror for the fatal 
consequence perraded every facnlty, on 
perceiving the eyes of Mr. Monson, beam* 
ing with unequivocal admiration, riveted 
npon her. 

As Lady Derville wished for a long day 
lieith her fi*iend Lady Elstow, both parties 
were to set out on their different ex- 
cursions at th^ same moment; and tö 
the infinite satisfitction of the speculating 
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Lady Wilemore, Lord Derville, through 
a long formed engagement of Miss Van- 
delure's, not liaving it in his power to 
attend on her, was of their party ; and as 
his lordship declared he could not go with- 
out his friend Foxcrafi to regulate his bets, 
Charles gladly availed himself of the ex* 
cuse of accommodating this necessary 
friend of his brother's, to escape the stun- 
ning trump of Miss Standard's praise, an() 
declared he would go upon the box. 
. But to this altitude of fashion it was 
decreed Mr. Monson was not to be this 
day exalted ; for the moment after he had 
handed his grandmothet* and her protegie 
to iJie carriase of Mrs. O'Dowd, a smirk« 
ing fellow, with an air of low bred fa* 
miliarity, by no means palatable to the 
pride of Mr. Monson, tapped him on the 
Shoulder, and with all due form served 
a law process upon him, at the suit of 
Jonathan Stahles, for an assault. 

Charles, from the life of seclusion that 
he had been reared in, understaiiding little 
of law, and promptly conceiving this 
familiär fellow had grossly insulted him 
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by a public arrest for debt, when, beside 
being a minor, he owed not five pounds 
upon earth, in the impetuosity of his na>- 
ture, knocked this agreeable agent down 
upon the pavement before the house, 
where a crowd had assembled, on learning 
3ome law transaction was going forward. 

The ladies who were going to Ascot 
iiad fortunately not descended to witoess 
this affray» whieh might have airisen to 
the. most serious consequen0es, as this law 
agent had his foUowers ; and some of the 
Ravenswood servants» with Mrs. O'Döwd's 
Colossus, were all in waiting on the steps^ 
some to attend,. and some to see the party 
off; only Mn Freecastle and Mr. Fox*- 
crafl were luckily standing by, who both 
having long heads and cool tempers, con* 
trived to call all to order ; and the formet^ 
giving bau for the appearance of Mn 
Monson to an^wer for his double tre3pass, 
the limb of the law departed muttering 
loud threats of legal vengeance ; and Üi^ 
iatter strongly advlsed the impetuoas 
Charles to give up all idea of proceedr 
fog to Asigot, but to basten on the in- 
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stant to put the matter into the hands of 
an able solidtor, as those be bad to deal 
with were evidently of the most ungen- 
tlemanly cast. 

As this too was Mn Freecastle's ad- 
vice, who o^red instantly to accompany 
Mr« Monson to a soUcitor of justly cele- 
l»rated fame^ Charles, feeling too indig- 
sMiDt to bestow a thmight upon amuM- 
mefit) readily relinquished bis meditated 
ttccursioD^ afid proceeded to the hiw orak- 
ele, wfaoni they fouüd at bome} aad wbo 
detained t^tn so sbiKrt a peHöd» tbat 
CbarleS) by tbe time be retumed to Ak 
bi^Mtrle Street) bad determitied to foOow 
b» brother aftd stflten Bot wbilst be stood 
mi tbe Hotel step»5 deUberating whether k 
w» ¥rorth wbile to pay so exorbitant a 
aoiA as was demanded for a cbaise and 
pair to Ascet, nnee Rosa was not -there, 
Betty Reacb arrived from executing a 
commission in Piccadilly, and giving Irin 
an intelligent look, be followed her into 
tbe bouse to inquire wbat sbe häd to 
eommunicate. 

'< Why, Master CSiarito^/' fiAi^ repütif 
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^ I only juBt watit to complaiM to you, 
how that jewel Miss Ron is to he tesed 
this blessed daj» by that vinegar posset, 
who has bewitched my lady fer certain, 
er would she be tolerating him aft a shoo« 
ter £oT heti who fnay pick and choose; fat 
sorrow creatiire gtütle or simple that bave 
aet eyes on her in the Hotel, but all swear 
'tis an angel Ae is V* 

^ Well, Betty, but how do you know 
Rosa is to be so teased,'' demanded the 
brightly blushing Charles, ^^ when she ii 
gone into Surrey, and he into the city V^ 

^ b it he, the cheat ? not a Alt of him, 
Master Charkss, unless the way into the 
City lies through Kew and Richmond ; fot 
VÜ gire my book oath I saw him pass 
me in s stage eoach, mth those nameft 
Uazoned upon it, and in the same direction 
my lady went ; and sure myself rgmMPnt 
be deceived in bis face, the ould cata* 
mountain! for hasn't he been frightening 
the lifb oitt of me with it these ten 
years?'* 

All remembrance of extortion in the 
demand for a chaase nov ranished firom 
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the mind of Charles, vfho flew on the 
wings of the wind, to order it to the door 
forthwith, that he might proceed to Rieh- 
mond to subvert the plans' of this defaulter 
in truthy who had presumed * to mislead 
him by bis specious fabrications. 

To the infinite surprise of Rosabella, 
she found on their arrival at Richmond, 
that they were not expected by Lady 
Elstow ; for it soon transpired, through 
the disappointment of her ladyship's com- 
panion, Miss Noyes, that had Lady Der* 
ville's arrival been delayed half an hour» 
they sbould have been gone to Egham, 
to see tibe emperor pass to Ascot Heath. 

When Lady Elstow made her appear- 
ance, she received her unexpected guests 
with much more cordiality than Miss 
Noyes had done ; and repeatedly declared, 
^* she rejoiced in an arrival that had put 
an end to an excursion which she knew 
berself unequal to;" while to Rosa her 
welcome was kind and encouraging, and 
to her bosom she conveyed the first 
sim-beam that had cheered it for many 
we^ks, by the welcome information» tliat 
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the Bishop and Lady Anne might soon be 
expected in England ; and after her lady- 
ship had gazed some moments intentlj 
at her young visitor, she turned to Lady 
Derville, saying : 

" I no longer wonder at Lady Anne's 
partiality for Miss Frederick. But you 
seem a delicate plant, my dear. Have 
you any cough or pain in your side ? Ah ! 
that aspect is not what I like, or ex- 
pected; since well I remember my dear 
Lady Anne used to mention you, as her 
Rose personified ; whose cheeks emulated 
its brightest bloom, whilst your bosom 
contained its sweetness." 

^^ Rosa has had excellent health through 
her life," replied Lady Derville; ** but 
certainly, since our arrival in this country, 
I have perceived her bloom has faded so 
much, and her appetite and spirits have so 
completely flown, that I fear the air of 
England does not agree with the poor 
thing: and indeed, so strongly am I im- 
pressed with this belief, that I have serious 
thoughts of sending her back to Ravens- 
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wood without delay, under the protection 
of my worthy cl)£^lain/' 

Our heroine turned so death-like in her 
aspect, whilst teiurs atarted to her «yes 
at this intelligence, that Lady Elatow, 
promptly divining her malady was mental ; 
aQd anxious, through the intereat con- 
ceived for one so beloved by her dearest 
frv&nds tjO learn from Lady Derville what 
it was cau£^ by ; iBStantly proposed that 
Miss Noyes shoi^d i^ally forth^ to sbow the 
beautks of the Tba^coes to Miss Frederick» 
from the terrace ob the hill» to which 
h»v ladyship's villa was contiguous} and 
Lady Derville, equally anxious for a tete^d- 
titß^ to represent the si;^it of Mr». Stenibam 
as one moet advanttigeous to her pri^g^j 
and to expl^Q her motives for haviii^ iis 
success so muQh at heait, aqceded to this 
IHToposition, to the infinite chagrin of Miss 
Noyes» who £elt no dispositioi) to take any 
trouble for intruders» who had arrived to 
deprive her of her promised pfeasure, 

JBut scaroely had Miss Noyes reaehed 
the terraoe with her pensive compaoMa, 


when her mental clouds were all clispersed^ 
and joy at the fortunate üätrusion fiUed 
her enraptured bosom» on the sudden 
bursting of the rai^piendent sun of all h«r 
vishes before ker asfacMiiahcd view; for 
the Ruflsian and Prusaian monarchs, the 
Bochees of Oldenburg» Count HatcKflT, 
Marsbal Süucher» &<%» in a prooeasicm 
of ei^t. or nine open carriages, attended 
hy the Brtnce R^ent's servanite» arriv^^ 
most nnexpeotedlj at the Star and Gatter 
to b^eakfast; afiier whidoi tiüey walkedfiBOr 
an hxHsr and a iaalf upon the terrace» 
affordmg to HosaJbella and her aow moUi* 
üed cdmpanion a fall and extended view 
of the whole constellation of foreign won- 
ders, whom the entire pc^lation of the 
metvopolis and the surrounding country 
were running wild to all pointa of the 
compass to hehold. Nor did they for one 
instant experieace the amallßst inconve« 
nience from the absence of male pdrote& 
tionj since the beauty and timid graee 
€^f our heroine seemed to cominand re- 
i^ect from all, and even the Inwiest mc« 
ohanic aasemUed there appeared emidovs 
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in making way for her» and yielding her 
every accommodation. 

Nor was it the attention only of the 
lower class that Rosabelia attracted ; for 
that attraction extended through all ranks, 
even up to imperial majesty ; since very 
promptly the emperor recognized her, and 
an promptly advanced to her, took her 
trembling hand — ^for the apprehension of 
home consequences nearly paralyzed her<— 
and, influenced by the gallantry of foreign 
nations, he imprinted a kiss upon it, ac- 
companied by a complimentary speech of 
well tumed high eulogiums upon her 
beauty; and taking a rosebüd irom his 
bosom, which a lady amid the spectators 
had presented him with, he transferred to 
our heroine, ^* as the lovely emUem of 
her lovely seif.*' . 

The blushing Rosa wished herseif at 
Ravenswood, since she doubted not all 
ihis flattering, yet distressing notice, would 
be repeated at Lady Elstow's by Miss 
Noyes, who she clearly saw was ele* 
yated above every cloud of temper, by 
having had herseif the honour of being 
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taken by the hand, as well as RosabeUiii 
not oh\y by the emperor, but His Prussido 
Majesty, and all those who had been at^ 
tracted by the beauty of Rosa, to pay her 
homage; and confer upon her and hier 
pompanion that distinction, that all atQU^^d 
were anxious to obtain. .:'* 

£ach succeeding knomeort now the agi« 
tated' distriess of Rosabellä ^became more 
painful to her, upon .the increa&e of ad^ 
miring ^ Observation; ahe etcHed) until at 
length it indueedhef seHonsly to entreat, 
what she befof e intimated, that she wished 
for an ijnmediate return to Lady Elstow^s. 
. '< Indeed I shäll adöpt no such un- 
natural measure,'' returBfed Miss Noyes 
sharply. ** I shail not be so stupid aet 
to meditate a retreat, as long as there 
remains'a wonder to gazeat. And I am- 
sure'it must be the.roost absolute a£%c^ 
tation in you, to talkof r^treating from 
such enviable admirattOn;'' . » 
. ^' That I take upon 'me to deny, itiadani. 
— Afiectation forms no featufe in the cotOf-: 
Position of this lady/' exchim^ a yoice^ 
ddctrifying" to the ear of Ros^bella ; a& > 
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band geatly, but deteriniiMU;ely, drew one 
df hers through an o^red arcn gf sup- 

- ^ Bo^a, I will coQduct you .to Lady 
Hstow^s, to my grandmother/^ said 
l!3baFle8 ; <^ ibr well I can conceive all 
tbis has proved too mucb fbr the retiring 
timidity of yo«r unobtrusive nature, un- 
Mcustomed to bamage, as you bave been, 
from the btti^zards of Rayenswood/' 

^^ Ob, Mr. Monson ! bow oame you too 
so unexpectedly bere ?*' exclaimed Rosa- 
l^ia, in trembliog alarm at bis ül-omened 
presence. 
' ^* I ehall explain all satisfactorily to 
Lady DerviUe wben I see ber, whicb I am 
lAöst anxious to do,'' be replied, *^ tbat 
I may offer my swvices as ber escort back 
lo town, ere I am atitic^pated by tbat 
dei^ulter in veracity, Mr. Stembam/' 

^ M^ Stembam!'^ repeated Bosa, fal» 
tering. ^' Wby is be too Coming ?*' 

^^ I bave not a donltt but all was ar- 
faiiged~ere Lady DerviHe and be ae- 
paraied tibis morning-r^for a love tSte d <0Ar 
widi yo» Oft <3iese romantie banks»'* b# 
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replied; '* but I diall have tfae j^easure 
of dkconcerting their plana, and making 
them look, I should iraagme, rather ailly» 
at having degraded tfaemselves to the 
stealtfay ways of double dealhig to deceiv# 
1I& Your delectable lover is arrived, but 
has not yet joined bis coadjutor ; as I saw 
bim alight from bis conveyance from town^ 
and as I followed bim, wbo, I conchided, 
woul4 prove my guide to Lady Elstow's, 
we were both propelled bither by the im- 
petUQUs tfarong, tttAing up to behold the 
allied sovereigns." 

*' Wbo, in the name of fascination, have 
you got in such close Conference with you, 
Miss Frederick ?" demanded Miss Noyes. 
*^ Pray favour me with an introduction ^ 
unless you mean to monopolize the charm» 
ing fellow." 

*' Oh! no/' Said Rosabella, afiecting 
gaiety, ^* there has been too much of 
lM*other and «ster in our rearing to make 
me purpose that ; so that, amiable as he ia, 
be is perfecüy at your service-to captivate# 
Miss Noyes, Mr. Monson." 

^ And ßOw, Miss Noyes," Charles ex^ 
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cUimed, " may I, even in the moment 
of introduction, solidt a favour firom you ? 
cither to allow me immediately to ättend 
YOU to Lady Elstow's, or to deprive you 
of your companioH; who, I know, is 
anxious to escape from this oppressive 

multitude.** 

" To your latter request, sir, I can 
rcadily accede» replied MissNoyes, "since 
bere is a party I can join. Miss Frederick, 
I think you can scarcely miss your way, 
since there stand I^dies Derville and 
Elstow, two friendly beacons to guide 
you, straining their necks off in the bal- 
cony, to obtain an oblique glimpse of thesc 
unexpected wonders. Do persuade them 
to come boldly out and feast their eyes.** 

*• Oh ! Mn Monson,** Rosa exdaimed, 
the moment they commenced their re- 
treat, " why did you come hither to aug- 
iDent Lady Derville's apprehensions of 
your having forgotten your dignity, your 
iuterest, every thing you ought to hpld in 
remembrance ?** 

" Fear not, ever correct, and now im- 
perially stemped as lovely Rosabella, but I 
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shall explain all, even to Lady Derville's 
satisfaction.'^ 

They now reached the door of Lady 
Elstow, who, on perceiving their approach, 
had rung to efiect their immediate ad- 
iiiission. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

The moment they entered the drawing- 
room, they both perceived the cloud, por- 
tentous of a serious storm, which lowered 
on the brow of Lady Derville j who, how- 
ever, forgot not the necessity of her grand- 
son's introduction to Lady Elstow. 

" My seeing you to-day at Richmond, 
Mr. Monson, is indeed a most unexpected 
pleasure,** said Lady Elstow, *' since I un- 
derstood you were gone to Ascot Heath.** 

*' Such was my firm Intention, madam, 
when Lady Derville set out for Rich- 
mond/' responded Charles. ^' But you 
have a terrible Controller of free agency 

* 

in this country, Lady Elstow, called legal 
redress; which will not permit a hot- 
brained Irishman to chastise cruelly and 
insolence with impunity; so, madam, for 
a wild Irish prank of that description, I 
was stopped short in my career to Ascot ; 
^ was compelled to the necessity of 
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deserting my party to compromise matten 
with the law harpies. However, thrdogh 
the kind intervention of Mr. Ffeecastlc^ 
our obliging Mmtre dP H6teU my wingi 
were sood once more expanded \ wheil 
finding I could procurd a conVeyance to 
Ricbmond, I availed myself of the op« 
portuiiity of obtaining an iütrodaction to 
the valued iriend cf many of my eietimable 
comiectioBs } and further impelled to it^ 
by my wish of beii^ the herald of my 
own detentioo to my easily alarmed gratid- 
molfaer ; wbo, I knew^ wöidd kindly aMo^ 
meto occopy tike llRrd maX m ibe aciotn^ 
modatngiy exiensve chaiioty whii^ coif^ 
veyed' her bither.'^ 

Instmdy Charles behdd the bel^e afik^ 
iou8 <eMmtämitice of Lady 0ertrilte dMrtlg« 
to ^^n ejKpressfon of embarrasMiieilt, ^biifb 
at onoe proclalm^d to bim that it wai 
engaged to Mn StembMd, who at th» 
moment was announced ; and iriio^ dli ütl^ 
egqMctttdly befaokUng Mt. Modsön there, 
staurted fVem astonisbment,^ and then gre^ 
pale with rage and jealous apprehension. 

*' Madam/' said Mr. StemhMn^ advanc^ 
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in^ to iiis patroness, as soon as his intre- 
duction to the lady. of the mansion had 
taken place — ** Madam, the . moment I 
found my engagement in the city absolved 
fiir. this day, by a note of excuse from 
my poblisher — ^who, I doubt not, isjgone 
to the , races — I got into the Richmond 
atagie, and foUowed . y our ladyship hither, 
as in duty bound, to protect you home ; 
and knowing you coiild honour me with 
a place in your carriage to town.'' .. 

Fortunately . for Lady . DerviUe, who 
found herseif whoUy at a loss how to re- 
ply to the ^arring xequests made by these 
rival candidates for a place in her carriage, 
Miss Noyes at this moment bounced into 
tbe TQom^ almost wild with tlie joy. she 
experienced , A'om having had. such, an 
^cf llent and protf acted view of the illu9> 
tripus . pedestrtaqs ; and the triumph she 
£^ at, having her band voluntarily taken 
byiitbt^ ^mperor.. . 

^ , ", Tbe d^Ugbtfnl condescending crea- 
tiifißs fure gon^ to a man," she wildly ex- 
cl4ime4 o^ entering, ^'or not the honour 
of.jny qompany should you have had, I 
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I 

» 

can teil you. See ! : there ! behold, that 
hand !" extending her hand theatricälly-^ 
*' not all the sweets of Arabia can wash off ^^ 
the honour done this hand:*— but there 
is a lesser still, that is.mightier far, in 
honojur's triumph. Come, coine, thou 
timld maid, efi^glove!— if thou canst con- 
descend to do that, which Imperial Ma* 
jesty performed for thee not sixty minutes 
since! Come, produce that bonoured 
hand ! Ah ! where's the imperial kiss 
imprinted on it? Ah! the impres$idn's 
vanished ; — ^but honour never disappears ; 
for that was imprinted on it, with ~ — 
But hold ! is that tumble-down position 
the Station for this rose, the emblem of thy 
beauteous seif?'* and snatching theem- 
peror's gift, which was now suspended 
merely by one leaf to Rosa's spencer. 
girdle, Miss Noyes rushed round the room, 
presenting it to. the. view and scent of each 
individual, as she exclaimed: 

** See ! look ! examine ! scent .it well ! 
It has an imperial fragrance. This rose 
of roses ! this flower of flowers ! must be' 
embalmed, framed, and glazed, to be haüd- 
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ed down to poaterity as Alesander the 
Great of Ruasia! the Imperial Peace- 
makeca gift to beantj» he deemed the 
most supedative upon wltich his r<^al 
eye» had ever feasted." 

^^ Wbaft meaos all this T demanded the 
dreadfully alarmed Lady Dervüle, pain« 
fully anticipating the intaelligence she was 
doomed to hear. 

^^ Nothing» madam» notfaing,'^ faltered 
eut the distresaed smd Uushiog Rosa- 
belhi» ^^ but hadinage of the livdy Miss 
Noyes.** 

^' Badinage trulyT exclaimed Miss 
Noyes. '^ Ods pittikins, girl ! do not bar- 
ter one virtue for the affectation of ano« 
tfaer« Do not fib to evince your humility ; 
Ibr in solemn truth» I will a tale unfold, 
shadl interdict for life your bearing hu- 
mility on your shield of pretence. You 
humble again! Gro to! No counterfdt» 
I beseech you ; but play the proud beauty 
ibr the next twenty years; for yours is 
Sterling» child! The royal stamp is^ on 
it." 

And iMTWt Miss Noyes» dtawkaig her 
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chair before ber semicirde of auditolrsy 
recoanted mort minutely, yet fait^ifollifi; 
every mark of homage and admiratiäib 
paid to her companiony from fhe mipe^ 
i^r to the medraflic. - 

^ I dedare to Vemis and the Gfaces, -' 
dxe eontimiedy '^ the sodety o£ a beaul^ 
was an alvomination to me before ; for in 
its tr»n I got so shockhigly overloohedy 
and iras 1^ in erery difficuky to shUt 
fer myself : bqkt lo !: this to me ssaspicioa» 
day, all was otherwise; since all eager 
to make way for this bright lüminary, 
acconmiodation, tbat never feil to my lot 
before, was mine ; for, like a radiant comet^ 
her blazing refulgence reflected light upon 
the simple star tfaat twinkled near herf 
wfailst all the time sbe trembled and shnmk 
ftom the gaaing eye, like a coiiscious thief 
as sbe was ^ fearii^ detection of the pil* 
läge sbe was ihakingy of -^ hearts, not 
diamonds i-^-^but, now I think of it, dubs 
seem your suit, Miss Frederick ; since, 
instead of yielding a smiling welcome ta 
this fine-young man, you looked, on my 
eonsdence, as if 3rou wished to beat bim." 
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To bait bim» die has successfiitty 
aimed,*' muttered Mr» Stemhamy (just au- 
dUble enough for his patroness to hear, 
by whom be was seated,) now in an enfu- 
riated State at all Miss Nojes bad recount- 
ed; since sucb unequivocal admiradon, 
aithougb conceiving Miss Noyes was an 
byperbolical narrator» be doubted not 
woidd spur on the passion of Afr. Monson ; 
and, by raising Rosa s consequence in ber 
own estimation, diminisb bis cbance of 
success. 

Tbe mind of Lady Derville was writhing 
witb tbe same agonizing apprebensions, 
relative to tbe effect of Rosabella's no 
longer to be veiied transcendent beau^; 
nor were ber apprebensions wbolly un- 
founded; fbr tbat universal admiration, 
whicb Charles bimself bad on Riebmond 
Hill beheld Rosa to excite, bad added 
a powerful Stimulation to bis growing 
passion for ber» in tbe excuse it would 
present to the world for bis condescending 
to wed an undaimed orpban ; and now 
his. pride, and his consideration for ber 
estunation in tbe wodd» as a votary of grm- 
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titude» found they should experience a 
severe conflict in striving to enchain him 
in the path of prudence. 
, As. the Ascot party was not likely to 
retum to town until a late hour, Lady 
Derville accepted the invitation of Lady 
Elstow to dinner ; and since there tnight 
as much evil arise from her grandson's pass- 
ing the whole day with Rosa at Richmond, 
as in an extended excursion, since she 
could devise no project for their Separation 
in either place, she yielded to her friend's 
proposition for setting out immediately by 
water to view Hanapton Court^ Palace. 
Accordingly they all embarked on their 
aquatic expedition ; and so much was there 
to delight and engage the attention öf all 
our Ravenswoofd party, that they had little 
opportunity of indulging in the painful 
thoughts that disturbed their bosoms' sere- 
nity: and when, after viewing this mag- 
nificent structure, they returned to Rich- 
mond, the eccentric pleasantries of Miss 
Noyes suffered not the retirement of 
thought to its recess of sadness, appreben*^ 
sion, orgloomy foreboding of unpleasant 
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Fhkk aodiag ottld absUact fio» bis 
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sea hdd csCertancd for 1» pRCcptDT wonld 
luireledbiiB to takeUssUdencnthe box: 
£0f bis accoflUBodatioa ; bat eveiy par- 
tide cf reverenee bad eirapocated in tbe 
copvictioo of bis duplicity rdathre to that 
dajr'a arraogement ; soul Cbarles woold not 
tamely yield bim tbat ]dace hj Rosa, whicb* 
be clearly saw bad been promised to bim 
by bis patronesa, ere tbeir artfuUy managed 
fieparation bad been efifected in tbe morn- 
iog« In vain> tberefore, was cvery inu* 
endo thrown out by ber ladyship for ber 
cbaplain'a estabiisbment in tbe carriage;^ 
unlil at lengtfa tbis determined contumaqr 
on tbe part of Mr. Monson awakened the 
efli^rveBcence of Mr. Sternfaam's ire to such 
an unmanageable height, tbat for once, pni- 
dent m bta ang^r, he fetreated from tbe pw 
•ence of Roaab^a, lest bis wrf d pnfos 
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display of vrath should bave an unfavour« 
able effect on lier, in the moment she had 
beca taiight to set a high value on her own 
attractioDs« 

The moment Mr. Starnbam quitted tbe 
room» Lady Derville cäUed her grandson 
to her, and commenced a sentimental 
appeal to bis kindness and consideration, 
not to separate an enamoured man from 
the mistress he was confeasedty addressing; 
wben to her high indignatioo, he would 
attach no seriousnesa to her appeal ; but 
treated the subject of it with the derision 
an absurd jest migbt call for ; and tben 
tuming to the lively companion of Lady 
Elstow, exclaimed : 

** What say you, Miss Noyes ? — you 
wbo witnessed a scene of homag^e to beauty 
this raoming> do you conceive a certain 
dämsel, wbo, upon r^al autbority is 
atamped surpassing all compeers, is likely 
to smile auspiciously upon the timatory 
sttit of the sage gentleman wbo bas just- 
retreated ?" 

Mias Noyes executed a ludicrous start 
of amazement, as she disteoded her. large 
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eyes in attestatton of astonisfament^ and* 
then replied : 

^^ Quiz me not thus, most facetious! 
or, as I am a nymph of spirit, I will make 
some grand retaliation. Nay, but really 
this' is too palpable a hoax to be gulled 
by/' 

. " Lady Derville, now incensed beyond 
concealment at Mr. Monson, for an appeal 
that drew forth this inauspicious ridicule 
of Mr. Sternham's suit and her own fa- 
yoürite project, baughtily said : 

*' Mr. Monson, return to town how 
you can; but you occupy no seat in a 
carriage with* me, sir." 

The eyes and cheeks of the proud and 
impetuous Charles instantly evinced the 
indignant resentment this unexpected man- 
date most powerfully awakened ; and bow-^ 
ing with stately obsequiousness his acqui- 
escence in his grandmother's decree, he 
turned to * Lady Elstow, and gracefiilly 
paid his parting compliments to her ; then 
bade adieu to Miss Noyes, with a relaxing 
smile and fiattering wish, " that they might 
often meet }'' and, « last, not least in his 
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good love/' approacbed the dismayed and 
agitated.cause of this unfortunate disagree- 
ment, whose band lie took with afFection's 
tender pressure, and softly said : 

** Rosa, be firm ; and let no infiuence, 
no incentive lead you to sacrifice yourself 
to falsehood and hypocrisy/' 

Charles tben made a general bow to 
tbose he was leaving, and with a coän- 
tenance so expressive of indignant' fe- 
sentment, with an air so indjcatii^e- of 
determined hostility, that bis alarmed 
grandmotiier. more than half repented 
the harsh. decision which sent bim from 
her i and for. an instant sbe wavered, whe* 
ther. to recali bim and request Mn Stern- 
ham to submit to bis disappointment ; but 
uhfortünately — not only for Charles but 
for berself, in laying tbie foundation for 
many pn hoiu: of .bitter :affiiction abd deep 
repentance — sbe was so tardy in her. deter* 
mination^ tbat Mr. Monson bad vanisbed 
ere she had decided. 

A painful presentiment of evil befalling 
this h^ favourite. grandson pervaded« the 
Tarmed bosom of Lady Derville during 
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their sbott travel hcmie ;. 9o that. Ro$abdla 
was spared her persecutioti in aid of Mr. 
Sternham's suit i but the exKamoured gen* 
tleman hiniself, unimpeded bjr the pte- 
seoce of any one he feared, resolved to 
make the most of thia golden opportunity» 
to pour his love strains into the ears of 
the recoUing RosabeUa.^ 

Our heroine was gifted by natore wkh 
all tfaat playfulness c^ genuine vivacity^ 
which might h»^e led her to treat tfais 
persecuting wooer witfa tiie ridioutß the 
absurdity of ^ his . Bah niigfat wanmt ; bot 
mental miseiyr had sospended the natural 
gaiety of her Jmatti üd the rertrenee 
in which sbe Jbiekl bk haOowed funMäon^ 
m^e bim. an obj^ctisaered froni derision: 
bttt stiU her finnitefls> in repellidgr his^ ad^ 
dresaea wa« unsiribdiied by this varioos 
griefe that saddened her viracity ; aad| 
althowghahe nei^ wandered fram tbe 
r^ct his profeasiom daimed^ the apirit 
with which she discouraged) hia paiaioo 
WM imdaunted^ 

Although Lady Ij^.jj^ ^^^^^ 

m possibüitjr ha^ e^pcctirf. *be a«^ 
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of Mr. Monson to have anticipated . hers, 
yet she feit alarmed at his not being in Ai- 
bemarle Street to receive her, and make up 
the disagreement their mutual irritabflity 
had occasioned ; and the vexatton awaken- 
ed by this disappomtment increased the 
petulance, with which she treated the sor- 
rowing Rosa, whom she feit threefold 
cause of displeasure against ; for 1m>w was 
added to her ofience in repelling Mr. 
Sternham's suit, her beii^ the cauae of 
that rupture with her grandson» which 
she augured as an unfortunate one; änd 
being, her I|idy9hip.feared,.clas8ed. higher 
in beauty's rank tban her idoLMeliora^ 
and of the splenetic influence of . thi^ pow^ 
erfuUy operating jealousy our poor JherQiae 
had proof, soon after their retum to town. 

•* Pray, Miss Frederick/' her laldy^ip 
peevishly demapded, ** mvy I take the 
liberty of asking« wbat yöu have done 
with your triumphant Rose? the embten 
of your transcendent seif ?'' 

** It faded, madam, and I discai:4ed it 
as worthless, hows ago^" satd Rosa,, in 
a votce renderad. afl^iog^y.toucbiiig.by 
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die keen anguish her feeling heart ex- 
perienced at this unkindness. 

*^ I tbougbt, perhaps, you had laid it 
in train for embalming, as your gay new 
firiend, Miss Noyes^ recommended, — that 
you might have the pleasufe of tantalizing 
your oid friend, Lady Meliora Mensen, 
with the fragrant trophy of your superior 
charms.'* 

** The trophy, madam, which I trust I 
fihall ever preserve for Lady Meliora Mon- 
soD, is the pure unfading attachment, em- 
balmed by friendship and gratitude in 
an afiecticmate- heart,'-. was the faltering 
reply cf Rosa, who with difficulty preserv- 
ed ber power of articulation in her conflict 
to vanquish a rising flow of tears. 
• ^ Bless me !*' exclaimed her ladyship, 
with her peevish vexation increased, by 
finding her protrgee would yield her no 
cause for real di^leasure — ** you are not 
going to treat me with a weeping scene. 
But, Miss, the airs and graces of a beauty 
wih not bear th^r proper effisct upon such 
a- yery humdrum persooage as I am: — 
ther^me let me recommend you, to. re- 
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nerve your . ^and display of tears until 
thc arrival of, Mn Moilson." 

'' Oh, ma^am, Lady Defville !" Rosa 
cried, flyiii^ to her ladyfihip, aftd throwing 
her entwining arms in cpovi^dive energy 
about;ber neck, po loirgeü.alhle to endore 
unkiodfießSii ao niew, ao unmefifed, from- 
thre being .she had venerated and loved« 
from in^cy, with the duty and a&Gtion 
of a fondly attached cbüd — ^' Oh, Lady. 
Dervilie ! have I bq mprtally offendäd you 
by not yiel4ing;to.your wiahefit my.everf 
hope of temporal happiness, that your opi-. 
nion of me can have undergone such a dire 
change as this?" r 

" Your aotions, Miss Fl»edefick," Jber 
ladydiip replied, . making afaiot endeavour 
to disengage her^elf ftom iRosabella's ten^ 
der grasp, '^ are the regulatprs of my opi* 
nion ; and can I hold you in the same esti- 
mation, when I discover your rejection *of 
an eligible - alliance . is caused by your 
uns^nctipned and unjustifiable attachment 
to my grandson Charles ?" ^ 

; '^ Ob^ madam !" Rosa replied^, '^ can 


rio other cause be found for my rc^ection 
of Mr. Sternhatn, but attachmeiit to Mr. 
Monson ? Must that heart be necessarily 
pre^occupied that can withstand the suit 
of Mr. Stemtenii r 

^ ChM, chüdr Said Lady Dervflle, 
^* situated as you are, it is madness, — 
puerile folly, to reject a certain respectable 
establisiifnent, for the cbimerical air fabric 
of pttffed-up vanity ♦** 

^^ Why, so it might, madani^ was I thrown 
destitut9 upofi the memless world, with- 
oot a friend to aid me, or a power within 
myself to eam subsistence. But am I yet, 
madam, confirmed in the sad certaiBty of 
never discovering, through my birthright, 
a elaim to an alliance equal at least to 
Mr. Sternham? The blessing of peace 
has been so recently restored to Europe, 
to expatid the wings of free action upon 
tiie conttnent) that sufBcient time has 
scarcely yet elapsed, to permit the re- 
searebes of my mether for her cbild to 
prove successful ; therdbre» Lady Derville, 
may I Bot presume to hope, that yet I 
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need not be consigned to the absolute 
despair of believing, I am for ever to 
remain an insulated, unclaimed orphan?'* 
At this moment the antichamber door 
was thrown open, and the whole of our 
forty ftom Ascot entered $ wben some tea 
was amnously importuned ^ by aU« 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 


V • 


CC 


Ah, ah ! Tay höney Lady Derville, and 
my honey Rosa l*^ Mfs« CKDowd excbim- 
ed, the moment she entered. '^ I am as 
elevated as any lady present now, fbr I 
have not only seen all the wonders, but 
have had my band honoured by the touch 
imperial : so that it is well for Captain 
Alermont O'Dowd, that he obtained the 
treasure ere its value was enhanced, or he 
might have dangled at the yard-arm« in- 
stead of after mighty me j since notbing 
below an Admiral of the Red would have 
been a messmate for me, I cän teil him." 

" Ay, my honey ! but the emperor only 
shook hands with you once," said Lady 
Wilemore, simpering ; and with poor Lady 
Meliora not at all; whilst my niece was 
distinguished by two most gracious shakes 
by the band yesterday, and by one most 
emphatic one to-day." 

'^ Emphatic indeed !" exclaimed Miss 


litän*är* aflectedlr ; " bul I supposie if i» 
th^ cüstoim ip Russiai t6 »^eeze päo^Ie's 
hai^ds' urita one is realdy t6 ^eaft." 

« Jtt^, I iUpjioSe; Äy honey I as thei* 
bears^ hug,'* said Mrs. O'ÖoWdy winkitai^ 
airchTy a^ Lady lÄeliora, ats she took off 
her glöVe, to display ä conspicuou» brtiise 
she had received thc preeedilig eVemiig^ 
by ihcakiiSöMly hitting hei^ hätad against 
the liaiinister öf th^ stäifS'^*^ Look what 
ad urimörciful* sijüfeeze his majesty gave 
my poor fiahd;^— oli! by the empbatie 
fangs of aAniratiön, I vow I Had a presenti- 
meirfit would tufri to blacfcatid blue incehse. 
Goriie now, I challenge you to produce 
such a mark öf strong afFectiöü as tfaat/' 

** Alinda's fleslt is so pure in itshealth, 
i£ liever blackens," responderf Lady Wile- 
niore. 

Ah ! iriy !" cried Mrs. O'Dowd, 

what a discovery ! O, ye powers, a hea- 
tlien deity detected !— Some Madam Hebe, 
or Psyche, or the deuce knows which of 
them, hurled down from Olympus by thät 
roast-hilingii hufly-gruffy Jove, for some 
naughty prank, I Warrant, am! you see 
her immortality will, like murder, out.'* 

VOL. Jl. Q 
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. ^^ Bless me ! where is Mr. Monson, all 
this time ?-' exclaimed Lady Wilemore, not 
relishing the tone of her Bath friend*s rail- 
lery. ** Those lawyers have not laid hold 
of him, I trust?" 

** I trust not,*' Said Lady Derville, in 
alarm at the Suggestion ; *^ he set out from 
Richmond before me." 

" Your leedyship need have no eppree- 
hinsions upon thet hed," said Mr. Fox- 
crafl: ** I jist paused e few seconds below» 
to inquire from your leeship*s mattre d'Äd- 
tel, how meetters teermineeted ; whin, I 
understud from him» the soliciter he tuck 
Mr. Monson to, gave every hope all would 
end in your grendson's feevur." 

" I am sure I hope it may," said Lord 
Derville, in a tone that evinced no great 
share of internal tranquillity, " since it 
would be a d — lish thing, for his headlong 
prank, to have a hundred or two to pay. 
Money flies fast enough in this pickpockel 
place, without flinging it away on lawsuits. 

" But, since Charles was at Richmond, 
said Lady Meliora, « how came it that he 
did not return with you and Rosa, grand- 


yy 


» 


mama. 
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Because, my dear," replied Lady 
Derville, " I could not accotntnodate both 
him and M^r, Sternham." 

" Mr. Sternham !*' cried Lady Meliorai 
in amazement, " did he step from the 
cupola of Saint Paul's to Richmond Hill, 
to escort you home, grandam? — Why, 
every body followed you to Richmond." 

*• Faitb, my ladyj you niver said a truer 
Word nor that same/' said Terry, now 
in the room, handing tea round, and who 
had been at Richmond with Lady Derville ; 
** fbr sure, all the stränge foreigners fol- 
lowed US there, and success to them fof 
itr 

*^ Then, I'll engage, Rosa, you saw 
them all; you are so lucky!" exclaimed 
Lady Meliora. 

" And, ril engage, they seen Miss 
Rosa/* replied the exulting Terry ; " and 
not only tuck her band, but the emperor, 
long life to him ! kissed it to boot, wid tbe 
glove off; and gave her a beautiful rose, 
as the moral* of herseif, from his own royal 
bosom.'' 

♦ Model. 

Q 2 


S * Vi 

jlflgfUy, *^ I pomjnw4 yqp to deust ffp@ 
•ach presuming fatniliarf^ : Itu unbecpffir 
ijig in your stiitjon/* 

'* Tbat'i^ true for you, aay U^y 4e{^f 
Snd ^e^vpn }rf^ youl thojugh %» ihs 
fifjst tiniß, I f^B boijld to «py, yw ^ver 
reprjflaaBcled m«, or hj^ Cfu^fß/' fw4 
Terry, fpirpwfHUyt vhifet ^f tftafs of 
«iHWie, ri9fnt9iice, af,4 gri^ tPßmbl^ i» 
||ip ey^ : ** l»v)|, %§ «11 raolw }» tfii^ te\ifft 

^ipp^p«, l»y b»^?ig §»f af lil^erliies w»d 
fypH tjips^ tlMit wpfir erp^RW, pQ 79»4ßi^ 
my lady dear, and long life to you ! that § 
Ißogir iggorai^t «ervant hoy ^«^d ^e patch- 
Wg thp preguming ii^fection," 

*' Thet is reeelly e very jist f eemerk an4 
^nsiblf deünce of your feryent boy, my 
{^edy peerville/' said Mr« Foxcraft, 
*- for, ijpan my honorl in %\i^ Stee1)ls 
Yerd ^re yes^erday I ^eei^ 8>f<;h e^iscdute 
rebble, as I stud tq see the eempeeror, 
fftgh bis Impe^nel Mefsjesty by t|^e be^id, 
thet reeelly I longed to cetch them by t^e 
throath to trow then^ off of him ; and, in 
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my conteempleetion of the scene, pro- 
nouDced his meejesty's refusal of a guerd 
of honor, the leest sinsible tbitig thet ever 
he done." 

Lady Wilemore had, during that day, 
made observatioDS to convince her, that 
Lord Derville had the highest opinion of 
Mr. Foxcraft's judgment; therefore, to 
Vf'm his favour, she considered a judicious 
measure to secure Lord Derville*8; and 
obtain, for her all perfect Alinda, the 
Chance — and she dearly loved the chance 
of a Coronet for her nieces — of drawing 
this young peer fi'om liis pursuit of Miss 
Vandelure to certain success with her; 
and, perceiving how this man of judgment 
laboured to disguise his inveterate brogue, 
without attempting to reclaim his vulgär 
inaccuracy of language, she concluded his 
aim was to conceal his being an Irishman, 
she nowy with an air of composed serious- 
ness, inquired — " If Mr. Foxcraft had ever 
been in Ireland ?" 

" He was born there," Lord Derville 
replied. 

'' It 18 not possible !" she exclaimed. 


<^ Well, really I should never bave sus^ 
pected that, his aceent iiad idiom are so 
purely English/^ 

" Oh! my! my honeyP' said Mrs. 
CVDowd, laughingy ^* why, I thooght 
your aar had beeti tuned by tfae pitch-pipe 

^^ And so it hM, my hopey, to the very 
nicest dUcrimination ; so tbat I am au 
ßxt at discovering those who are not na^ 
tives» particularly ypur country, since I 
admire your dialect amazingly, and ddight 
Ui Hearing people talk Irish ; so tbat I 
kave been quit« cbarmed these last three 
days.*' 

H Why, whom didyou hear tdUc Irish ?** 
demanded Mrs. O'Dowd« 

*• You, my honey ! for one.*' 

** Is it me?'' excUimed the amazed Mrs. 
O'Dowd. ^ Why, that is tbe most com- 
plete Vision of imaginatioa I ever heard 
of ; since, my honey ! not one word of my 
mother tongue do I understand^-^not one 
Word did I ever utter, unJesS9.indeed9.vhen 
friends whom I love come to Lougbscula* 
tnAnogue, and the 8ento«ce-*-fCeafl? nMe 


ßiUhee*9 risiüg frpni n^ heart, escape« 

«* WeU, but readly Leedy Wilemore'a 
ideßa n eorr^ct»'' »^id Mr. Foxcraft, ^' aod 
Ijriah £ngtis|h is ebsolootely tflkiog the 
Irish lenguage still ; for cmct I bed e com-« 
pleet iUustrfeetion ; on lending from this 
<2Qantry «t WatJberford, I, q» ordering my 
dinner, desired to heeve some pees.'* 

^ * P.p-p-'^s; y s^y^ the weeter^ 3« etching 
bis Keed. ^ ^raA^ Mwha ! may be, it& 
peya yoar bonor inao«s V 

" * Ay/ I repiied, * eaanot I h«eve: a 
disb rf green pees ?' 

** * Is it green pays ? to be sure you cao,, 
the finest bkie Frussian that ever your ho» 


nor Seen.' *' 


An argiKmeot now eomaieoced upen 
wh^*hejE the waitor 'a Feply was» or waa not,, 
a bull, wbieb lasted until the carriagje of 
Lady Wilism^ore was arvnouiKiedl^ wbose 
departur^ afibfckd »uch relief to Lady 
Derville, since the protracted absence of 
Charles fiüed! hep besom with so much 
alarm, thai the moment tbis speeulator 
and niece were gone» herladyship entreated 

** Ten thottfland weleomes. 
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Lord Derville and Mr. Sternham to go 
immediately to the place where the Rich- 
mond stages put iip» to inquire if such a 
young gentleman had come up by one of 
tbem, or if any accident had befallen any 
coach upon the road. 

" Dear Madam," his lordship replied, 
not exactly in the best possible humour for 
compliance with troublesome requests, 
having lost — ^although under the guidance 
of his friend Foxcraft — fifty guineas that 
day, at Ascot — '^ Dear madam, what mis- 
chief do you imagine can have befallen 
him ? — ^Surely he is old enough to keep out 
of fire and water." 

" I scarcely know that," replied the 
alarmed grandmother, " for he is a per- 
fect child when in his froward humours ; 
so madly impetuous when in his indignant 
freaks, that I feel miserable about him; 
since he flew from me in high displeasure, 
because I presumed to thwart an unreason- 
able wish of his.'" 

*' And so you fear he will commit^fo 
de se in his indignant flight," replied Lord 
Derville, smiling — 

" Not much apprehension of that," said 


Mn ,St*rfltwfl, with a bittejr look .of rßt 
proacb »t Bsos^; **Ap hßs »et witji no 
j^s9 tp nukbe .Äini wewy of life ; ^d he 
i^il} f Qnid(escen4 to appear aa tioon ^ he 
tbinks he k^s ^pfficiently ^vIb^^ bis dujtir 
fi4 ^ffectip^ tpjyards your ladyahip» by ter- 
rifymg yjw i»]to a fead pf sickness." 

** Will J ^P| a»d yeelieve your leesbip'ß 
ppprebßn^ipiuf, by weekiag |J^>se inquiriey 
you neturally wish meede ?" said the sp^ 
^vlating Mr« iFoxcr^ft^ ^xipu$ tp obtain 
tb? fftypur pf l-^dy Derviüe, to iMure fw 
bimß^f ^1*69 appesß tP ber üble ; and» bow« 
iQg tp tbe gro^nd^ be d^p^rted, witbout 
ß\ßn waiting for any föxiß of a33ent. 

5iut very shortly tbe ^ctive Mr. Fox* 
firafi re9.ppeared witb infbrmatioQ, ^^ th^t 
Freecastle had just received 2^ notp froiq 
Mr. Monson, informing bim where he, 
as bi& b^il^f migbt find him, but tbat b^ 
was not returning jto Albemarle Street at 
pre3ept." 

JL^dy Derville became as pale as <leatb 
with foreboding alarm, and so did Rosa, 

** Wbere did Freecastle say my brother 
is ?*' demapd^ Lord Derville^ now arpu^ed 
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to fraternal anxiety. " ITl go to Charles, 
and bring him home to you, grandam." 

•* Freecasde wfll not betreey thee see- 
creet," replied Mr. Foxcraft, " but I deer 
seey it is in thee neeighbourhud." 

" Foolish feHow !* exclaimed Lord Der- 
Tille, '* to nin into this fine expense of 
double lodging; however, Freecastle can 
let his apartments during his grand re- 
treat-** 

" That I wiU not hear of/' said Lady 
DerviUe, now sobbing in an agony of dis- 
tress ; *' ibr that iirould seem to stamp 
the certainty of his never retuming to me. 
No, na, Mr. Freecastle shall not let his 
apartments ; but he shall inforin the cruel 
truant, that tbey are ready, as I am, to 
receive him.*' 

" Not, I trust, without a proper apology 
on his part, madam," said Mr. Sternham, 
reproachfully. « Such injudicious lenity 
would only prove encouragement to mis- 
conduct, that others, no doubt, \rould 
aptly follow/' 

Lord Derville, who had well compre- 
4ed a glance of Mr. Foxcraft's eye ; 
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and^ anxious to silence the hostile asperU 
ties of his tutor, now hastily said— 

** Oh ! Foxcraft, you can occupy my 
brother's Chamber for this night at least, 
as your friend, who had accommodated you 
with his apartments in the Albany, has so 
unexpectedly returned to dispossess you ; 
and I know you have been rather puzzled 
about procuring a lodging, from the un« 
common overflow of the town," 

Lady Derville could not object to this 
arrangement, although she disapprovedit; 
and, not withstan ding she found the pre- 
sence of this obtruded stranger irksome to 
her, in the present agony of her feelings, 
some benefit resulted from it, by suppress- 
ing much malignant animadversion from 
Mr.Stemham upon the conduct of Charles ; 
and causing her to rally the firmness of 
her mind, to sustain her distress and 
alarms for the conseqüences of this unex- 
pected truancy in this naturally most 
amiable young man, erbose impetuosity 
and irritability were solely to be ascribed 
to the error s of his education ; in which 
weak indulgence, and harsh Opposition, 


hekl aUernately t&e rein^ thatt giiidei 
him. 

At Tettgth tlie momettt arrived in vi^hich 
lädf DerviHe gave the signal for retiriiig, 
when the afiectionate Rosa^s dutifui re- 
quest, to be permitted— ^as had frequenüy 
been the ca^e at Ravenswood — to take her 
l^epose on a sofk in her beloved protectreha^s 
Chamber, lest agitation of mind lüijght 
cause Indisposition, met with so repulsive* 
a negative, that, in some of the most bitter 
tears she ever shed, she retreated to hier 
Chamber, where the unexpected, and to 
hier inexplicable, cold, üngracious silence 
of Lady Meliora was not calculated to 
pour the balm of consolation into thiä heart 
öf wounded sensibility. 
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